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THE MAHABHARATA 



-<*^.#4^-^- 



VIRiTA PARVA. 



Section I. 



( Pdndava-pravefa Parva. ) 

Om ! After having bowed down to Nar&yana, and Nara 
the most exalted of male beings, and also to the goddess Sara- 
swati, must the word Jaya be uttered 

Janamejaya said.^-'' How did my great-grandfathers, afflict^ 
ed with the fear of Duiyodhana, pass their days undisoovered 
in the city of Yirftta ? And, O Brahmana, how did the highly 
blessed Draupadi, stricken with woe, devoted to her lords, and 
ever adoring the Deity,* spend her days unrecognised ?" 

YaiQamp&yana said. — ^"^ Listen, O lord of men, how thy 
great-grand&thers passed the period of non-discovery in the 
city of Yir94A ! Having in this way obtained boons from the god 
of Justice, that best of virtuous men, Tudhishthira, returned to 
the asylum and related unto the Brifamanas all that had happen- 
ed. And having related everything unto them, Tudhishthira 
restored to that regenerate follower of his the churning staff 
and the fire-sticks he had lost. And, O Bharata, the son of 
the god of Justice, the royal Tudhisthira of high soul, then 
called together all his younger brothers and addressed them, 
[^ying,-^'Exiled from our kingdom, we have passed twelve years. 
The thirteenth year, hard to spend, hath now come. Do thou, 
therefore, O Arjuna the son of Kunti, select some spot where 
we may pass our days undiscovered by our enemies !' 

♦ 5raAwift- Farfwi— NiUktntha explains this as Kmhna-kirtana^ 
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2 MAHABHARATJU 

" Arjuna replied, — *Even by virtue of Dhaima's boon, we 
shall, O lord of men, range about undiscovered by men« Still, 
for purposes of residence, I shall mention some spots that are 
both delightful and secluded. Do thou select some one of 
them. Surrounding the kingdom of the Eurus, are many coun- 
tries, beautiful and abounding in oom, such as Finch&la^ Chedi, 
Idatfiya, Curasena, Pattachchara^ Da^bma, Navarashtra^ Malla, 
Calva^ Tugandhara^ Surishtrs, Avanti, and the spacious Eunti- 
nu9htra. Which of these, O king, wouldst thou choose, and where, 
O foremost of monarchs, shall we spend this year V 

** Tudhishthira said, — ^'O thou of mighty arms, it is even so. 
What that adorable Lord of all creatures hath said must become 
true ! Surely, after consulting together, we must select some 
delightful, auspicious, and agreeable region for our abode, where 
we may live free from fear. The aged Virata^ king of the Matsyas, 
is virtuous and powerful and charitable, and is liked by alU 
And he is also attached to the Pandavas. Even in the city 
of YiiAta^ O child, we shall, O Bhbata^ spend this year, enters 
ing his service. Tell me, ye sons of the Euru race, in what 
capacities ye will severally present yourselves before the king 
of the Matsyaa !* 

'' Arjuna said,— -'O god among men, what service wilt thou 
take in Virata's kingdom ? O righteous one, in what capacity 
wilt thou reside in the city of Virata ? Thou art mild, and 
charitable, and modest, and virtuous, and firm in promise. 
What wilt thou, O king, afflicted as thou art with calamity, 
do ? A king is ill qualified to bear trouble like an ordinary 
person. How wilt thou overcome this great calamity that has 
overtaken thee f 

^* Tudhishthira replied, — ^*Ye sons of the Euru race, ye bulls 
among men, hear what I shall do on appearing before king 
Virata. Presenting myself as a Br&hmana, Eanka by name, 
skilled in dice and fond of play, I shall become a courtier of 
that high-souled king. And moving upon boards beautiful 
pawns made of ivory, of blue and yellow and red and white 
hue, by means of black and red dice, I shall entertain the king . 
with his courtiers and friends. And while I shall continue to 
thus please the kwig, nobody will succeed in discovering m^^ 
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4ncl slioulcl the monarch ask me, I shall oBby^^Formerly I wm 
ike bosamt friend of Yvdhiskthira. I tell you that it is thua. 
that I shall pass my days (im the city of Yu&ta). What office* 
Wilt thou, O Vrikodara, fill in the city of Virita T" 

Thus ends the first Section in the F&ndaya-praye9a of the^ 
Virita Parva» 



Section II. 
( Pcbtdava-pravega Parva continued. ) 

" Bhima said,— 'I intend to preseni myself before the lord 
of Virata as a cook bearing the name of Yallava I am skilled 
in the culinary art, and I shall prepare curries for the king ; and 
excelling all those skilful cooks that had hitherto dressed his food, 
I shall gratify the monarch. And I shall carry mighty loads 
bi wood. And witnessing that mighty feat, the monarch will 
be pleased. And, O Bharata» beholding such superhuman feats 
of mine, the servants of the royal household will honor me as 
a king. And I shall have entire control over all kinds of viands 
and drinks. And commanded to subdue powerful elephants and 
tnighty bulls, I will do as bidden. And if any combatants will 
.fight with me in the lists, then will I vanquish them, and there* 
by entertain the monarch. But I shall not take the life of 
any of them. I shall only bring them down in such way that* 
they may not be killed. And on being asked as r^ards my 
antecedents I shall say that — Formerly I was the wrestler and 
vook of Tudhishthira. Thus shall I, O king, maintain myself T 
'' Tudhishthira said, — 'And what office will be perfwmed by 
^ihat mighty descendant of the Kurus, Dhananjaya the son of 
£unti^ that foremost of men possessed of long arms, invincible 
in fight, and before whom, while he was staying with Krishna, 
the divine Agni himself desirous of consuming the forest of 
£handava had formerly appeared in the guise of a Brahmana ? 
•What office will be performed by that best of warriors, Arjuna, 
who proceeded to that forest and gratified Agm, vanquishing 
on a single car and slaying huge Ndgaa and Bdkshasas, and 
who married the sister of Vasuki himself the king of the Ndgaa ? 
Even as the sun is the foremost of ajll heat-giving bodies^ 
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% IfASABBABATJt^ 

QB the Br&hmana is the best of all bipeds, as the eolira is th^^ 
fiMremost of all sarpents, as Fire is the first of all things possess* 
ed of energy, as the thunder-bolt is the foremost of all weiqpons^ 
as the humped bull is the foremost <^ all animab of the bovine 
breed, as the ocean is the foremost of all watery expanses, 
as' clouds charged with rain are the foremost of aU douds, aa 
Dhritarashtra is the first ^ all Nagaa, as Airivata is the 
foremost of all elephants, as the son is the foremost of all 
beloved objects, and lastly, as the wife is the best of all 
firiends, so, O Vrikodara, is the youthful Gudike^ the fore* 
most of all bowmen ! And, O Bhirata» what office will be 
perfcmned by the wielder of the O^^ndiva^ viZf Yibhatsui 
virhose car is drawn by white horses, and who is not inferior to 
Indra or Yftsudeva himself? What office will be performed 
by Aijuna who, dwelling for five years in Uie abode of the 
thousand-eyed deity shining in celestial lustre, acquired by 
his own energy the science of superhuman arms with all celes^ 
iial weapons, and whom I regard as the tenth RudAU, the 
thirteenth Adityay the ninth Fasu» and the tenth Oraha, 
whose arms, symmetrical and long, have the skin hardened by 
constant strokes of the bow-string and the cicatrices on which 
resemble those on the humps of bulls,*^hat foremost of warriors^ 
who is as Himavat among mountains^ the ocean amcmg expanses 
of water, Cakra among celestials, HavyavAh (Fire) among the 
Vasus, the tiger among beasts, and Garuda am<mg feathery tribes f 
*' Arjuna replied, — ^'O lord of the Earth, I will declare my« 
self as one of the neuter sex. O monarch, it is, indeed, diffi« 
cult to hide the marks of the bow-string on my arms. I will, 
however, cover both my cicatrized arms with bangles. Wear* 
ing brilliant rings on my ears and oonch-bangles on my wrists, 
and causing a braid to hang down firom my head, I will, O king, 
appear as one of the third sex, Vrihannali by name. And 
living as a female, I will (always) entertain the king and the 
inmates of the inner apartments by reciting stories. And, O 
king, I will also instruct the women of Virata's palace in sing- 
ing and delightful modes of dancing, and in musical instruments 
of diverse kinds. And I will also recite the various excellent 
acts of men and thus conceal myself, son of Kimti, by counter- 
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VIBATA PABVi^ S 

Ibtting disguise^ And, O BhSrota, should the king enquire, 
I will say that / lived as a waiting maid of Draupadi in, 
Yudhishthira's palace. And, O foremost of kings, concealing 
mysdf by this means, as fire is concealed by ashes, I will pass 
my days agreeably in the palace of Virilta f " 

Vai^ampayana continued — '' Having said this, Arjuna, that 
best of mat and foremost of virtuous persons, became silent. 
Then the king addressed another brother of his."* 

Thus ends the second Section in the Fidava-prave9a of tha 
ViittaParva. 



Section HI, 
( Pdndava-pravefa Parva continued. ) 

** Tudhishthira saidy-^'Tender, and possessed of a graceful 
presence, and deserving of every luxury as thou art, whal 
office wilt thou, O heroic Nakula, disdiarge while living in the 
dominions of that king ? Tell me all about it f 

'' Nakula said,-— 'Under the name of Granthika, I will 
become the keeper of the horses of king Virata. I have a 
th(»rough knowledge (of this work) and am skilful in tending 
horses. Besides, iA^ tadc is agreeable to me, and I possess great 
skill in training and treating horses ; and horses are ever dear 
to me as they are to thee, O king of the Kurus ! At my hands 
even colts and mares become docile ; these never become vicious 
in bearing a rider or drawing a car.f And those persons in the 
city of Virilta that may enquire of me, I will, O bull of the 
Bharata race, say, — Former^/ 1 wcw employed by TudhiaMhvira 
in the cha/rge of his horses. Thus disguised, O king, I will spend 
my days delightfully in the city of Virata, No one will be able 
to discover me as I will gratify the monarch Uius !'| 

* This speech of Vai^amp^yana is not included in some texts within 
the second Section. To include it, however, in the third, is evidently a 
mistake.^ r. 

t The sloka commencing with AdusJUa and ending with rcUhe^hu chct 
does not occur in texts except those of Bengal. — T. 

X A diflference of reading is observable here. The sense, however, 
is the same.— r. 
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6 lUHABHARlTil 

'' Tttdhifihthira said,r-'Bow #ilt thoQ, O Sahadera, he$g( 
thyself before that king ? * And what, O child, is that which^ 
thou wilt do in order to live in disguise ¥ 

** Sahadeva replied, — 'I will become a teller of the kine o£ 
Virita's king. I am skilled in milking kine^and taking their tale, 
as well as in taming their fierceness. Passing under the name of 
TantrijAl, I will perform my duties deftly. Let thy heart'if 
fever be dispelled. Formerly I was fr^uently employed after 
thy kine, and, O lord of earth, I have a particular knowledge 
of that work ! And, O monarch, I am well acquainted wit|i 
the nature of kine, as also witii their auspicious marks and 
other matters relating to them ! I can also discriminate bulls 
with auspicious marks, the scent of whose urine may make 
even the barren bring forth. Even thus will I live, and I always 
take delight in work ot this kind* Indeed, no one will then be 
nble to recognise me, and I will moreover gratify the monarch.' 
^ " Yudhishthira said,— This is our beloved wife dear to us 
than our lives ! Verily, she deservetb to be cherished by uslik^ 
ft mother, and regarded like an elder aster* Unacquainted as 
she is with any kind of womanly work, what office will Erishni, 
the daughter of Drupada, perform ? Delicate and young, she is a 
princess of great repute* Devoted to her Icnrds, and eminently 
virtuous, alas, how will she live ? Since her birth, she hath enjoy- 
ed onl^ garlands and perfumes and ornaments and costly robes !' 

" Draupadi replied,— There is class of perwms called Sai/rm- 
dhris* who enter the services of others* Other females, how* 
ever, (that are respectable) do not do so* Of this class there are 
some* I will give myself out as a Sai/irindhri, skilled in dress* 
ing hair* And, O Bhirata^ on being questioned by the king^ 
J, will say that I served as a waiting-woman of Draupadi in. 
Tudhishthira's hou^e-hold* I will thus pass my days in disguise. 
And I will serve the £Eunous Sudeshni, the wife of the king. 
Surely, obtaining me she will cherish me (duly) ! Do not grieve 
so, O king !' 

'' Tudlushthira ssdd, — 'O Krishna, thou speakestwelL Bufr 

* An independent female artisan working in another persons'! house. 
— Wilson. 
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X) fair girl, thou wert bom in a respectable family. Chaste as 
thott art, atid always engaged in observing virtuous vows, thou 
knowest not what is sin ! Do thou, therefore, conduct thyself 
in such a way that sinful men of evil hearts may not be glad- 
dened by gazing at thee !' " 

Thus ends the third Section in the Pandava-prave^a of the 
Tirata Parva* 



Section IV. 
( Pdndava-jpravefa Parva continued. ) 

" Tudhishthira said, — 'Te have already said what offices ye 
'^ill respectively perform 1 I also, according to the measure of 
any sense, have said what office I will perform. Let our priest, 
accompanied by our charioteers and cooks, repair to the abode 
x)f Drupada, and there maintain our Agnihotra fires. And let 
Indrasena and the others, taking with them the empty cars, 
jspeedily proceed to Dwar&vati Even this is my wish. And 
let all these maid-servants of Draupadi go to the Pdnchalas, 
rwith our charioteers and cooks. And let all of them say, — We 
do V4>t know where the Pdndavas have gone leaving vs at 
ihe laJce of Dwaitavana! " 

Yaifamp&yana said.—-" Having thus taken counsel of one 
another and told one another the offices they would discharge, 
the Pandavas sought Dhaumya's advice. And Dhaumya also 
^ve them advice in the following words. And Dhaumya said, — 
'Ye sons of Pandu, the arrangements ye have made regarding 
the Brahmanas, your fricAds, cars, weapons, and the (sacred) 
£res, are excellent I But it behoveth thee, Yudhishthira, and 
Arjuna specially, to make provision for the protection of Drau- 
padi 1 Ye kings, ye are well acquainted with the characters of 
men. Yet whatever may be your knowledge. Mends may fiK)m 
ttffection be permitted to repeat what is abready known. Even 
this is subservient to the eternal interests of virtue, pleasure, 
and profit. I shall, therefore, speak to you something. Mark 
ye ! To dwell with a king is, alas, difficult I I shall tell you, 
ye princes, how ye may reside in the royal household^ avoiding 
every failt, Ye Kauravas, honorably or otherwise, ye will have 
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to pass this year in the king's piUace, undiscorered by those 
that know you. Then in the fourteenth year, ye will live 
happily. O son of Pindu, in this world, that cherisher and 
protect(Mr of all beii^^s, the king, who is the Deity in an em« 
bodied fmn, is as agreat fire sanctified with all the mantras !* 
One should present himself before the king, after having ob- 
tained his permission at the gate. No one should keep oontaot 
with royal secrets. Tfor should one desire a seat which another 
may covet. He who doth not, r^arding himself to be a 
favorite, occupy (the king's) car, or couch, or seat, or vehicle, 
or elephant, is alone worthy of dwelling in a royal household 
He that sits not upon a seat the occupation of which is cal- 
culated to raise alarm in the minds of malicious people, is 
alcme worthy o! dwelling in a royal household No one should 
unasked, offer counsel (to a king). Faying homage in season 
unto the king, one should mlently and respectfully sit beside 
the king, for kings take umbrage at babblers, and disgrace lying 
counsellors. A wise person should not contract firiendship with 
the king's wife, nor with the mmates of the inner apartments^ 
nor with those that are objects of royal displeasure. One about 
the king should do even the most unimportant act with the 
king's knowledge. Behaving thus with a sovereign, one doth 
not come by harm. Even if an individual attain the highest 
office, he should, as long as he is not asked or eommanded 
consider himself as bom blind, having regard to the kind's 
dignity ; for those repressers of foes, the rulers of men, do not 
forgive even their sons and grandsons and brothers when these 
happen to tamper with their dignity. Kings should be served 
with regardful care, even as Agui or any other god ; and he 
that is dislojral to his sovereign, is certainly destroyed by him. 
denouncing anger, and pride, and negligence, it behoveth a 
man to follow the course directed by the monarch. After care- 
fully deliberating on all things, a person should set forth before 
the king those topics that are both prc^table and pleasant ; but 
should a subject be profitable without being pleasant, he should 

* Some of the Bengal texts read Sarvafostramaifa for Sarvcmantra-' 
maya. The former is evidently incorrect.— 7« 
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itill oommunioate it> despite its disagreeableness. It behoYetli 
B manv.to be well-disposed towards the king in all his interesteT; 
and not to indulge in speech that is alike unpleasant and i»ro£t^ 
less. Always thinking-^/ am not Weed bjf the ftin^— -onQ 
should banish negligence, and be intent on bringing abou^ 
what is agreeable and advantageous to him. He that swervetb 
not from his place, he that is not friendly to those that arq 
hostile to the king, he that strivetb not to do wrong to the 
king, is alone worthy to dwell in a royal household A leamedl 
man should sit on either the king's right or the left, for behind 
him is the place appointed for armed guards, and to sit before} 
him is always interdicted. Let none, when the king is en«\ 
gaged in doing, anything (in respect of his servants), come 
forward pressing lumself zealously before others, for even if 
very poor such conduct would still be inexcusable.*- It be* 
hoveth no man to reveal to others any lie the king may 
have told, inasmuch as the king bears ill will to those thB,% 
report his falsehoods. Kings also always disregard persons tlia4| 
regard themselves as learned. No man should be proud, think-^ 
ing — I cm, brave, or, / am vnteUigent^ but a person obtains th^ 
good graces of a king and enjoys the good things of life, by^ 
behaving agreeably to the wishes of the king. And, Q Bh&rata, 
obtaining things agreeable, and wealth also which ia so hard 
to acquire, a person should always do what is profitable as weU 
as pleasant to the king. What man that is re&qpected by the wisa 
can even think of doing mischief to one whose ire is a great 
impediment and whose &vor is productive of mighty fruits t 
No one should move his lips, anns, and thighs, before the king^ 
A person should sp^ and qpit before the king only mildly^ 

* This is a very difficult doict. Nilakantha adopts the reading 
Sanjayet. The Bengal editions read Sanjapet. If the latter he th§ 
correct reading, the meaning then would be,—" Let none talk about 
what transpires in the presence of the king, for those even that are 
poor regard it as a grave fault " The sense, evidently, is that the 
occurrences in respect of a king which one witnesses should not be divul- 
ged. Even they that are powerless regard such divulgence of what 
occurs in respect of them as an insult to them and, therefore, inezcus<» 
able.— r. - . 

[2] 
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In the pfeie&ce of %vm bmi^Ue «l9#oti> a mm Amid ooh 
l^reak out mto loud lankier, liko a nmiiao ; nor tliottld <mft 
ahow (maoaiwnalilo) g»n<y, by oontoining himaatf to the utmost. 
(HiofllKmld mile modeatly, to ahow Ua intiieat (in what ia 
before Urn). He that ia ever nundful of the king'a welfue^ 
Wd ia neither exhilaiatad byrewacd nor dq^reased bj diagrace^ 
ia alone worthy of dwelling in a royal bouaehi^ That learned 
eoiirtiar wko always pleaaeth the hing and hia eon with agree«» 
iUeqpeeehea, aaoeeedeth in dwelling in a royal howehold aa 
a fskTorite* The fiiTorite oourtiar who having loat the royal 
fiiTor for just reason dees m^ spesk eril ot the king, i^^aina 
fnepmty. The man who serreth the king w Ihreth in hia 
douaiaBi if si^jaoioas^ iriionld qpeak in praise of the king, both 
in hia preaenoe and absenoe. The oourtier nbo attempta to o\h. 
tain his ends by cmidoying fcooe cm the king, cannot keep hia 
flaoe loi^ and ineuis alao the dai^^er of death. None should^ 
fior purposes of aelf-intstest, open ewmpiinioatkMia with the 
king's enemiea* Nor dnmld (Hie distinguiBh himself above the 
king in nuitters recpdring ability and talents. He that is al« 
ways oheerfiil, and Strang, and brave, and truthful, and miU^ 
aod ci subdued senses, and who followeth his master like hia 
shadow, is alone worthy to dwell in a royal houaehdd. He 
that, on another being entrusted with a woric, oometh fiNrward» 
riaymg,^-*/ wiU do iAis«-»is alone worthy of living in 4 royal 
household. He thati on being entrusted witii a tadc, either 
Within the king^s dominion, or out of it, never feareth to 
undertake it, is alone fit to reside in a royal househdd He 
that, living away from his home> doth not remember his dear 
ones, and who undeigoetii (present) miseiy in expectation of 
(future) happiness, is alone worthy of dweUii^ in a ropl house- 
hold One should not <faess like the king, nor shoidd one in- 
dulge in loud lau^ter in the king's presence, ner should one 
disclose royal secrets. By acting thus one may win royal fovor. 
Commisfflioned to a task, one should not touch bribes, for l^ such 

* The Bengal editions read Hdjnd in the instrumental case ; hence 
the difficulty of explaining /S^mveu^. Following a manuscript text of 
a Pandit of my acquaintance I read Itdjnw in the genitivt.— 7*. 
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wppropmtioB, <me beoometh liable to fettem or ^eath; Tii# 
robos, omammito, ears, aaci otbet tbings wbidi tbe king may 
be pleased to bestow, sbouU always be used, for, by tiiis, oM 
winaeth Ibe royal &y w. Te ebildf^n, oontroIliBg your nunds^ 
^ ye spend tbis year, ye sons of FSado, bebaving^ m ibis wmj I 
B^gmning yew own fcingdoiii, ye mttjr live as ye please f 

''Todbkbtbifasaidp^We bam been taught by tbee! BlesH 
ed be thoo t There ii nsne that could say so to ns, save oar 
mother Eimti^ and Vidom of great wiadom f It bdiovetii the« 
to do aU that is necessary now for our departure, and for enabfing 
ns to come safirfy tfaroa^ tUs woe, as well as for our victorj^ 
over the foe f 

. Vaigamp&yana ooniintted — ''Thus addressed by Tudbisb-^ 
thira^ Dhaumya, that best of Btibmanas, performed aoeoiding 
to the ordinanoe the rites ordamed in respect of departure. 
4j^d lighting up their firo% he offered, with memlra$, oUbtiontf 
on ibem for 4^ pro(Q)erity and suceeoB of the Pindavas, ^m aba 
for Hmt recenqvest of the whole worid. And widking round 
those fires a4id round ibe BribhiiMaas <^ ascetic wealth, the ns 
set out, placing T&^MuMii in thmr irojit And when tiiose 
bcaroes had departed, Dhaumya^ iba.t best of asceticef, takii^ 
their sacred fires, set out for the l^nddilas. And Indrasena^ 
snd others abeady menticihed, went to the T&davas, and loobing 
%fter the horses and the ciis of the Pindavas passed their time 
happily and in privacy/' 

. 1%U8 ends the fourth Section in the Findava-prave$a of the 
Vir&ta Fanuk 



Section V, 

( Pdndava-pravega Parva continued. ) 

Yai^ampayana said-^'' Girding on their swords, and equip- 
ped with &iger*proteetors made of igimna skins and widi 
various weapons, those heroes proceeded in the direction of the 
river E&UndL And those bowmen desirous of (qseedily) re- 
covering their kingd<Mn, hitherto Uving in inaccessible hills and 
forest fastnesen^ now terminated their forest life and proceeded 
to the southern bank of that river. And those mighty warrio«sr 
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endued wiA great s^iigth and hitlierto leading the liveflT 
of faunteinB by killing the deer of the forest, passed through 
Yakrilloma and Curasena, leaving behind, on their right, the 
country of the FincUllas, and on their left, that of the i)a^* 
tas. And those bowmen, looking wan and wearing beards and 
equipped with swords, entered Matsya's dominions leaving thd 
forest, giving themselves out as hunters. And oh arriving at 
that country, Erishni addressed Yudhishthira, saying,— 'We 
see footpaths here, and various fields. From this it appears that 
"^rilta's metropolis is still at a distance. Pass we here what 
part of the night is still left, for great is my fSsktigue f 

*' Tudhishthira answered,-*'0 Dhananjayaof Bhirata's racCi 
do thou take up Pinch&li and carry her. Just on emerging from 
this forest, we arrive at die city/ " 

VaifamjAyana continued.—'' Thereupon like the leader of a 
herd of elephants, Arjuna speedily took up Draupadi, kad on 
coming to the vicinity of the city, let her down. And on 
reaching the city, Eunti's son (Yudhishthira), addressed Aijuna^ 
^yi^> — ^'Where shall we deposit our weapons, before entering 
the city ? If, O child, we enter it with our weapons about us, 
we shall thereby surely excite the alarm of the citizens. 
Further, thy tremendous bow, the OchuUva, is known to all 
men, so that people will, without doubt, recognise us soon ! 
And if even one of us is discovered, we shall, according to 
promise, have to pass another twelve years in the forest !' 

" Aijima said,— 'Hard by yon cemetery and near that in- 
acoesdble peak is a mighty Sami tree, throwing about its 
gigantic branches and difficult to ascend. Nor is there any 
human being, I think, who, O F&ndu's son, will espy us deposit- 
ing our arms at that place ! That tree is in the midst of an 
out-of-the-way forest abounding in beasts and snakes, and is in 
the vicinity of a dreaiy cemetery. Stowing away our weapons 
on that Sami tree, let us, O Bhirata, go to the city, and live^ 
there, free from anxiety !' " 

Vai9ampayana continued. — " Having, bull of the Bharata 
race, spoken thus to king Yudhishthira the Just^ Arjuna prepared 
io deposit the weapons (on the tiee). And that bull among the 
Kiirus, Aijuna, then loosened the firing of the laige and dread*^ 
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1^ 



hxl dsndiva, ever producing a thundering twang, and always 
destructive of hostile hosts, and with which he had conquered, 
on a single car, gods and men and Ndgaa and swelling provinces. 
And the warlike Tudhishthira^ that represser of foes, un&stend 
the undecaying string of that bow with which he had defended 
the field of Eurukshetra. And the illustrious Bhimasena un- 
stxiing that bow, by means of which that sinless one had van- 
quished in fight the P&nch&las and the lord of Sindhu, and 
with which, during his career of conquest, he had, single-Imnded 
opposed innumerable foes, and hearing whose twang which was 
]jke unto the roar of the thunder or the splitting of a mountain^ 
enemies always fly (in panic) firom the field of battle. And 
that son of Pindu, of coppery complexion and mild speech and 
endued with great prowess in the field, and who was called 
Nakula in consequence of his unexampled beauty in the family, 
then un&stened the string of that bow with which he had con- 
quered all the regions of the west And the heroic Sahadeva 
alsd, possessed of a mild disposition, then untied the string of 
that bow with which he had subjugated the countries on the 
south. And with their bows, they put together their long and 
flashing swcttds, their precious quiver^ and their arrows sharp 
as razors. And Nakula ascended the tree, and deposited on 
it the bows and the other weapons. And he tied them (ast on 
those parts of the tree which he thought would not break, and 
where the rain would not penetrate. And the Findavas hung 
up a cropse (on the tree), knowing that people smelling the 
st^ich of the corpse would say — here an/re, is a dead body, and 
avoid the tree firom a distance. And on being asked by the 
shepherds and cowherds regarding the corpse, those repressers 
of foes said unto them, — This is our mother, aged one hundred 
and eighty years. We have hung up her dead body, in accord 
ance with the custom observed by our fore&thers.' And then 
those resisters of foes approached the city. And for purposes of 
non-discovery Tudlushthira kept these (five) names for himself 
and his brothers respectively, viz.y^ay% Jayanta, Vijaya, 
Jayatsena, and Jayatvala. Then they entered the great city, 
with the view of passing undiscovered the thirteenth year in 
that kingdom, agreeably to the promise (to Duryodbana)." 
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14 UAMASEAMATA* 

Tbu8 ends the fifth Section in tlie Ffaukva-praTesa of ikm 
ViriUaPajrya 



SsotionYL 

( J^dndava-pravefa Parva continued. ) 

VaifamjAyaiia said.-*-*^ And while TudfatBhthim was on his 
way to the delightful city of Virita» he began to ptaise men* 
tally tlbe dtvine Doigi, the Supreme Goddeas of Ae TTnirene^ 
bom of the womb of Taeodi, and fimd of Hm boons b ee t o w ed eo 
her by Niriyana^ sprung fiom tiie race of the oowheid N«nd% 
imd the girer of proqierily, the. enhanoer (of the glor]^ <tf (a 
1lromhq[qper's) fiEonily, the terrifier of Eansa, and the destroyer of 
Asfwrasf^et iriio ascended tibe skies when dashed (by Kansa) 
on a stony platfonn, the auter of Visuderar— bar that is alwajfs 
dedied in celestial garlands and attired in oelestial robes,-— 
the Gk)ddess anned with scimitar and shidd, and idways resting 
worahippers sunk in sin like a cow in the mire» worshq^ipen; that 
is, who in houn of distress call upon that eternal giver of bless* 
^gs for relieving them of tiieir bordena And the king, desirous 
with his brothem of obtaining a 8%ht of the Goddess, invoked 
her and began to praise her by redting various names derived 
from (apfffoved) hymns. And YudMshthnra said,— 'Salutations 
to thee, O giver of boons, O thou that art identieal with 
Krishna, maiden, O thou that hadst observed ^b» vow of 
Brahma4!!kafrya^ O thou of body brij^ as the newly-riBOt 
Sun, O thou of £Me beautifid as the full moon 1 Salutations 
to t^ee, O thou of four hands and four faoes, O thou of fidr 
round hips and deep bosom, O thou ihak wearest bangles 
made <tf ^neralds and sqsidiires, O Hiou that bearest excellent 
bracelets on thy upper arm I Thou shinest, O Qoddeas, as 
Padma the consort of Nirikjnma ! O thou that rangest the ethe* 
rial rej^otts, thy true form and 1^ BrakwAuiha/fya are botii of 
the purest kind ! Sable as tdie Mack clouds, thy &ce is beautifoi 
as that of BamJcarahcma ! Thou bearest two large arms long 
as a couple of poles raised in honor of bdra ! In thy (six) 
oth^ arms thou bearest a vessel, a lotus, a bell, a noose, a 
bow, a laige discus, and vmous otii^ weapons ! Thou art the 
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#idy female in the nmreiBe that possessest the attribute of 
purity ! Thou art decked with a pair of well-made ears graced 
with excellmt rings I O Goddess, thou shiaest with a face 
thai challengeth the moon m beauty! With an excell^it 
diadem and beautiful braid, with robes made ol the bodies ci 
8nake% and with also the brilliant girdle round thy hips, thou 
ahinest like the Mandara mountain encircled with snakes! 
fbou shineet also with peacock-plumes standing erect on thy 
head, and thou hast sanctified the celestial regions by adopting 
the TOW of perpetual maiden-hood ! It is for this^ O thou that 
hast slain' the Bn^ffdlo-Aamu,* that thou art praised and war- 
diipped fay the gods for the protection of the three worlds ! O 
thou foremost of all deities, extend to me thy grace, show me 
thy mercy, and be thou the source of blessings to me ! Thou 
art JajfSl and Vigay3, and it is thou that givest victory in 
batde ! Orant me victory, O Qoddess, and give me boons also 
at this hour of distress ! Hiy eternal abode is on Yindhya— * 
that foremost of mountains ! O KHi, O Kali, thou art the 
great Kdli ever fond of wine and meat and «nimal sacrifice ! 
Oapable of going every where at will, and bestovnng boons on 
thy devotees^ thou art ever followed in thy journeys by Brahm& 
and tdie other gods 1 By them that call upon thee finr the 
rdief of their burdens, and by them also that bow to thee 
at cby break on Earth, there is nothing that cannot be at- 
tained in respect either of offspring or wealth ! And because 
tiiou rescuest people firom difficulties whether when they are 
afflicted in the wilderness or sinking in the great ocean, it 
is for this tiiat thou art called DwrgSif by all 1 Thou art the 
sole reAige of men when attacked by robbers or while afflicted m 
crossing stroMns and bobs or in wildemesses and forests ! Those 
men tiiat rememb^ thee are never i»ostrated, great Goddess! 

* MahithAiWu^ the son of Jambhtoara. Burga had to fight for many 
many yean before she could tlaj this formidable Aiura. The story 
eocnTS in the Mdrkandeya Purdna. To thta dsy, Bengal, during tho 
great Durg^ festival in ▲utunui, the goddeti is represented as slaying 
Jambh4sura's son.— 7. 

t Literally, one that rescues from difficnltj.— T. 
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Thou art Fame, thou art Fh)6perity, thou art SteadinesB, thou ark 
Success, thou art the Wife, thou art men's Offspring, thou arl^ 
Knowledge, and thou art the Intellect ! Thou art the two Twi<^ 
lights, the Night, Sleep, Light — ^both solar and lunar, Beauly^ 
Foigiveness, Mercy, and every other thing. Man's fetters, igno- 
rance, loss of chilihren and loss of wealthy disease, death, and fear^ 
thou dispellest wcnrshipped by thy devotees ! I, who have been 
deprived of my kingdom, seek thy protection ! And as I bow to 
thee with bended head, Supreme Goddess, grant me protection, 
O thou of eyes like lotus leaves ! And be thou as boon-giving 
Truth unto us that are acting according to the Truth ! And, O 
Duigi, kind as thou art unto all that seek thy protection, an4 
affectionate unto all thy devotees, grant me protection !' 

yai9ampiyana continued. — ** Thus praised by the son of 
Pandu, the Goddess showed herself unto him. And approach^ 
ing the king, she addressed him in these words, — ^'O mighty- 
armed king, listen, Lord, to these words of mine ! Hav-; 
ing vanquished and slain the ranks of the Eauravas through 
my grace, victory in battle will soon be thine ! Thou shalt 
again lord it over the entire Earth, having made thy dominions 
destitute of thorns ! And, O king, thou shalt also, with thy 
brothers, obtain great happiness ! And through my grace, joy 
and health will be thine ! And they also in the world who will 
recite my attributes and achievements will be freed from theic 
sins, and*gratified, I ynll bestow upon them kingdon^ length 
of days, beauty of person, and offspring ! And they, king, 
who will invoke me, after thy manner, in exile or in the city, 
in the midst of battle or of dangers from foes, in forests or in 
inaccessible deserts, in seas or mountain Caatnesses, there ia 
nothing that they will not obtain in this world ! And ye sohs of 
Findu, he will achieve success in every business of his that will 
listen to, or himself recite with devotion, this excellent hymn ! 
And through my grace neither the Euru spies, nor those that dwell 
in the country of the Matsyas, will succeed in recognising you 
all as long as ye reside in Virata's city !' And having said these 
words unto Yudhishthira, that chastiser of foecf, and having 
arranged for the protection of the sons of Findu, the Goddess 
disappeared there and then, " 
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'~ ^AifiiiqpijraiM MixL-W llim tj^ng tq» in faia cladi dice made 
of geU and set fntk {a{M« 2it0iitt, and kol^iug them bdow hia 
ttrmyffit, ^ing Tudfai8titliir%-»4iiait iUustrious lord of m^r^r^ 
that highnsouled perpetuator of the Euru raee, reganled fay 
longs, inr^reasiSbie i& nH£^t, and like unte ^ finake of idrulent 
pcttBon,! ifliat hull among m^ endued vith atrength and btt^iity^ 
apud {voweas, aad ffeoanufied of gDB^eafli, Mdrasembling i^ form 
a celestial tiiongfa nov like nx^ ^he mn ^ny^k^fied in denae^ 
lioi^ds, i)r file coveipd wiith ashes, &xfA made his appearance 
^Ifhen the&maiis \^ yidlt^ vaa s«itod io his «o»ilt. And 
heholdrng wit^ his llcdbveiB ^t b^ f£ ]^ndu in his eourt, 
looking like die i^oon hid in idoadi^itfid p<H3se^i9d lof a &ee 
beautiful ae the full mpoi^; kh^ Yiiita add]^i99§d bif f0¥ii)ts$UQr9 
and the tvioerfaorn nne^afad th^ j^b^(^§rp an^ jtfiie Yai^f^i and 
othens, 8ajring,Wi!Aquife yfi who it k J9Q ]A^ » kj^ tj^ look^th 
on n^aoart fi>r the jSanrt time ! ]?e /min^ :b§ § gpfih^^fma. 
Methmks he is a man of mm, land a )prd ^ ^pxth, ]9p hM^ ^9 
slave, nor car, near idej^bant wi^ hu»* yat h» i^e^tb Like a yaiy 
ladv^. T^ marks i>n hia peraon ix^dicitehiia to be one whga^ 
coi€iia3 lodes ham nndargms tha aacxed iftj^e^jbitinre^ £yj9» <^ 
ismybeiiei He^pnoadbath i»^ ^f^ont tupy h^taitm qy^b 
as an alephani in jruta.p90oaid^eth an aasamblfi^e igif lotnaes .^ 
V '' And as t)|e Ipng ivas iadidging m theae jt&oiigbte, th^ }^ 
a^tnong men, Yndhjshthira same faefiure Yiiita and addsessed 
}f^ aayii^,^-^^ great km^ kjMv me &yr a BiibmMa wbP/ 
having lost his all, hath come to thee fer ti^ mm^ of subls^ 
mfn^i I desire^ O ainleas .on^> to fisre h^ :b^d^ ^(^ raoiting 
nnder tky cuammands,* Oloadl' The king t^n, ^i^-ple^^ 
re^i^ onto ^im, ai^g,rT*^''!FhQu art vdcpme ! Do thou th€» 
accept the apfmntmeat 4;hou aeekest f And havfog app^oin^ 

* Edmachara is explained bj Nilakantha thus, j^M^top j;j^ jp otj^f 
places it bears quite a different QlfiMdRS^**^* 

[3] 
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1^* MAHABHARATA, 

that lion among kings in the poet be had prayed (or, king Viriita 
addressed him with a glad heart, saying, — ^"O child, I ask theel 
firom affection. From the dominions of what king dost thou 
come hither ? Tell me also truly what is thy name and &mily, 
and what thou hast a knowledge oV 

'' Yudhishthira said, — ^'My name is Eanka» and I am a 
Br&hhmana belonging to the family known by the name o£ 
Vaiydghra. I am skilled in casting dice, and formerly I was tL 
friend of Yudhishthira T 

" Virata replied, — ^'I will grant thee whatever boon tiioa 
mayst desire ! Do thou rule the Mateyas, — ^I shall remain in sub* 
mission to thee ! Evea cunning gamUers are liked by me» Thou» 
^ the odier hand, art like a god, and deservest a kingdom !* 

" Tudhishthira said, — ^'My first prayer, O lord of earth, i& 
that I may not be involved in any dispute (on accoimt of dice) 
with low peeple. Further, a person defeated by me (at dice> 
shall not be permitted to retain the wealth (won by me)» Let 
this boon be granted to me through thy grace T 

'Tirilta replied, — ^'I shall certainly slay him who may happea. 
to displease thee, and should he be one of the twice-born ones^ 
I shall banish him from my dominions. Let the assembled 
subjects listen ! Kanka is as mudi l<Hrd of this realm as L 
myself! Thou (Eanka) shalt be my Mend, and shalt ride the 
same vehicles as L And there shall also be at thy disposal 
apparel in plenty, and various kinds oi viands and drinks* 
And thou shalt look into my affidrs both internal and external.. 
And for thee all my doors shall be open. When men out ct 
employer of straitened circumstances will apply to thee, do 
thou at all hours bring their w<Mrds unto me, and I will surely 
give them whatevw they desire. No fear shall be thine as long 
as thou residest with me !' " 

yai9ampayana said. — ^'^ Having thus obtained an interview 
with Yir&ta's king, and received from him boons, that heroic 
bull among men, began to live happUy, highly regarded by all« 
Nor could any one discover him as long as he lived there.'" 

Thus ends the seventh Section in the Pandava-prave^a of 
the YiAta Farva. 
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T Section VHC^ ^^ 

f Pandava-jpravefa Parva continued, ) 

Yaifainp&yana said — '* Then another endued with dreadful 
tl^rength aad blazing in beauty, approached king Yirita^ with 
the playful gait of the lion. And holding in hand a cooking 
laddie and a cpoon, as also an unsheathed sword of sable hues 
^d without a qpot on the blade, he came in the guise of a cook 
illumining all around him by his splendour like the sun disir 
l)overing the whole world. . And attired in black and possessed 
lof the strength i>f the king of mountains, be approadied the 
king of the Matsyas and stood before him. And beholding tha<i 
king-like person before him, Yirilta addressed his assembled 
wbjects, saying,— ^'Who iis that youth, that bull among men, 
with shoulders broad like those of a lion, and so exceedingly 
beautiful? That person, never seen before, is like Surya! 
Bevolving the matter in my mind, I cannot ascertain who he 
is. Nor csok^ I, with even serious thought, guess the intention 
of that bull among men (in coming here). Beholding him, 
it seemrs to me that he is either the king of the Gandharvas, 
m Purandara himself! Do ye ascertain who it is that standeth 
^before my eyes ! Let him have quickly what he seeks !' Thus 
<x>mmanded by king Virita, his swift-footed messengers wen(i 
:up to the SOD of Kunti and informed that younger brother 
of Yudbishthira of ever3rthing the king had said. Then the 
jbigh-sottled s6n of Fandu, approaching Yirata, addressed him in 
^ords that were not unsuited to his object, sayii^, — '0 fore^ 
^ost of kings, I am a c<k>k, Yallava by name. I am skilled in 
^Itessing dishes. Do thou employ me in the Idtchen !' 

^' Yirita said, — ^'I do not believe, O Yallava, that cooking is 
^hy office 1 Thou resemblest the deity of a thousand eyes \ 
And in grace and beauty and prowess, thou shinest, among these 
all, as a king!' 

** Bhima replied,— 'O king of kings, I am thy cook and ser- 
'Vant. In the first place, it is not curries only of which I have 
a knowledge, O monarch, although king Yudbishthira always 
Tused in days gone by to taste my dishes ! For, lord of eartji' 
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I am also a wrestler ! Nor is there one that is equal to me in 
strength ! And engaging in fight with lions and elephants, I 
shall, O sinless one, always contribute to thy entertainment f 

"Virftta said,— *t will even grtuit thee boons. Thou wilt 
4o whai thdu wiriiest, asibcradMsrib^tlijV^sl^edliiiii I 
do ffot^ however, ihkk that thid M^ m W^iy of di^ fM 
thou deservest this (mitir^)eirtil gin MMdh^ the tei! Attdd 
as thou U0t. Be thott the MpeitetMdettt ^ lliy kitten, VbA 
thou art ptoeed at the head of thdse whd have hean i^ipofaitdl 
there before by me f " 

yai98nipiya&a 6oiitimied;-^"'TKus i^ppointM in the hit she ai 
Bhinia soon beeame l^e favorite of kiag ViriUa. And, O king^ 
be Continued to live th^, umBcdgnised by the oAer serwii 
ktf VhfttR as also by other people ! " 

Tiam ends the ^hth Seetiou it the Fiikdava^pfSfefa ^ th# 
ViittaPtarai 



SEcnbii IX. 
( Pdndavd'pravega Parva continued. ) 

Yai^aixkl^ayaiia said.—'' Binding heir bltkek^ aoft, fine, kmg 
and frult^MS tresses with oriq>ed eiids mto a knrtted bMuc^ 
Dmupadi 6i blaek eyes ahd sweet amiles^ tUron^ing it upon heir 
Hgfat shoulder^ c6ncealed it by hfer doth. And shi ww9 a ni^fle 
piioe <5f blaek and dirt jr though (iostly d«th. And dnadn|( ho^ 
«elf as a SaMndhri, die began to wanda* hither and thitfa^ ik 
«eemihg affiii^n; And beholding h^r wailderittgi )S^^ a^ 
women tame to faeir bastiiy and addmeed ber^ ^yikt^r^'^WtA 
ard you ? And what do j^ou seek V Aftd lAe ifej^ltod,^*-'! ioA k 
king's 8ai¥vndhH. I desire to s^rve aay brsA that wdt i^ft^a^^ 
me f But beholding her beauty and dress, ^bnd heari^ alsd her 
speech that was so eweet, the people Cfeuld hot tak§ i^f fisr 4 
maid-servant borne in search ^ subi^te^oe. Ahd It taaaoe t^ 
pass that while looking this way and that from ,the t^frae^, 
VhAta's beloved queen, daughter of ihk kiig %{ Eeteylt, saw 
DraupadL And beholding her forlorn and dnA in a^cd^e pieei 
of cloth, the queen addressed heu, saying,— *0 beautiful end-, 
who 8wre you, and what do you seek-?* Thereupon, ^reibdc^ 
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of Uiig%DAtupA<H aftdWeMd Iwf, f»fiagr^*l fttt a SaitindU^. 
I ikfit^i&rVe My t4(ty iksH^ wtU tiutotaili im t'^Thta SttdMfaiil 
ifM^WM fo\x ftajT (rdgtocKdg j^itr profMHOii) caiiMV^rU 
oMfHi^lo wilb Id iM^ta iMMMif ! (On th^ tfonmuy) you lAight 
well be tll6 anrtiBss of tenrants IkiAli mdle and Smu^i 1 YoUt 
bMltf «« net j^rittaiiieiitj aM ymr thi^ toticb oaeh other. 
A&d ]|^^ tei^H^«# itf greAty iteid y^ur fi«^el dAep^ ixsd your 
Wdfd# s^BaiL And yow gfi^t t^si tttid busty Aiid hipe, and 
^1^ mi iM-Mihi, tod ptisAd ft^ all m^tl^etdo^ And j^dk 
|)ihto, solei, a&d i^, eM tuddy. AM your flt>MAfl«Mre«t e^ 
&d die foicd Of €he 8Wa^» MA yoYlf haif b beaH^bU mad 
y<nlir b)26t AA]^ly, Siid you are f»Oi»^ss^d of tli« )ii^Mf^ griCR 
Aikl ydtur bit» aiid b«lft« ard plH2ti|», Ai^ l^a KAab^omreail 
kate you ftf^ ftiridsh^ ivitb eV^iy ftud{>i^^«» Marie. Akidyour 
^y^Ia^e» ai^ (beautifully) btot^ add you^ M^b^ lip fe lik^ tlb4 
Mddy gduWL Ajid y6uf W^t is slendeir, tod yoilf 1ie4k beOt9 lines 
fiiM Ifes^bl^ tbo8^ Ott t&e c6i»;}h And your f ek^ ate seiMi^ 
VisR^. Ibdei^d your MUntmiinM id Hk^ ih^ Ml moon, and 
ydtlt e^ reli^mble tbe le^V^ Of the autumbtd I0A14 ^lid yM» 
bO(fy id &%rtot M the lotud itdelf. Verily, i& beauty yM IMMfiUi 
^ hendf whose si^t is the atitouinal lotus. 1^11 m^ baaut^l 
lidMsel, Whd thou alt \ Thou cAnst nerved bO ft »aid-ierv8nl. 
An ihou a Fo^H a goddesd, ^ 6^te(;^iH;i, Olr au ^jM«f«f 
Art thou the daughtei^ of t Oelestial, 01^ tith tbdu & feflvtifO /Tdsps ? 
Art thou the guar£an godd^ds of Hoiae vity, ft Vi^t^MtdH, or 
a Rin^naTi,^>^'-of iEUrt thou iZofttiii herself ? Of*, lurt lirou AlaDii- 
j^dha, o^\&(i(;rake^, 6^ Fuud^trildl, oirMft&I» t>f the qa«i&dF 
Int^ or of Taruna ? Ot ait thdu the e^iMe Of Yi^witeman, 
tbr of the treativ6 L6M hiuiself ? Of ^^sd gtoddedtfes Vi»( ait 
^fi6wtted ih the telestiftl 'regioUj», Who IM tlk^, O gtace&il 

"^Dr^etpadi fej^died^'^'O tospi^otra Ift^, I ftm neitimr ft 
^bddess uor ^^ffone^Adm, not a TixMii, ^r a ^MiK^ Z am 
^ inaid-servaut of tho Sdirindkri oladdb 1 t^U theo this troly« 
k ImoW tddreds the hair, to poU£^ <ftftgHtfLt «ii^taftO^ tor prv- 
paring unguents, and also totn&ke beau%iAil aad nuj^gatfid 
gio'laiids, O beauteous lady, of jastnines and lotuses and blue 
•tilios Md Champ^as ! Foro^erly I sierved Krii^na's favorite 
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queen Satyabbima» and also Kiishni, the infe of The Fln"^ 
davas and the foremost beauty of the Euru race. I wander 
about alone, eaniing good food md dresB ; and as long as I get 
these, I oontinue to live in the place whero they are obtainable^ 
Draupadi heraelf called me MUinl (maker of garlands).' 

"^ Hearing this, Sudesfani said,— 'I would keej^ thee upon 
tny head itsdC if the doubt did not cross my mind that the king 
himself would be attracted towards thee with his whole heart 
Attracted by thy beauty, the females of the royal household 
and my maids are looking at thee ! What male person then ia 
tb^re that can resist ihy attractions ? The very trees in mj 
palace seem tq pay thee homage ! What man, therefore, wilL 
be able to resist thy attractions ? Surely, O thou of welW 
rounded hips, damsel of exquisite diarms, beholding th; 
ISorm of miperhuman beauty, king Virata is sure to forsake 
me, and will turn to thee with lus whole heart 1 O thou of 
fiultless limbs, O thou that art endued with large eyes casting 
quiok glances, he upon whom thou wilt look with desire is 
«ure to be stricken ! thou of sweet smiles, thou that 
posseasest a &ultlesB fonn, he that will behold thee constantly^ 
^11 surely catch the flama Even as a person that climbs up 
A tree for compassing his own destruction, even as the crab 
jc(mceivte f<»r her own ruin, I may, O thou of sweet smiles^ 
Ixring destruction on myself by harbouring thee !' 

^' Draupadi replied/r^'O fieurlady, neither Virata nor any 
•othet person will be able to have me, for my five youthful, 
husbands, who are Ghindharvas and sons of a Ocmdharva king 
of exceeding power, always protect me ! None can do me a 
wrong ! It is the wish of my Oandharva husbands that I 
should serve only such perscms as wfll not give me to eat food 
ahready partaken of by another, or tell me to wash their fee% 
-Any man that attenfptis to have me like^any common woman, 
meeteth with deatii that very night * Nq one can succeed in 
.having me, for, O beautiful lady, O thou of sweet smiles, 
•those beloved Oa/ndha/rvas possessed of great energy and 
; mighty strength always protect me secretly !' 

" Sudeshna said, — ^'O thou that biingest4elight to the heart, 
^ if it is as thou sayest; I wilttake thee into my bous^old. 
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VHUTA PABVJU 28 

TlMm flhalt not have to touch food that hath been partaken oi 
by another, or to wash another's feet T " 

Vaifampiyana continued. — " Thus addressed by Virlta'a 
wife, O Janamejaya^ Krishnft ever devoted to her lords, began 
to live in that city. Nor could My one ascertain who in reality 
Ae was ! " 

Thus ends the ninth Section in the Pindava-ptave$a oi the* 
TiritaParva. 



Section X, 
( Pd/ndava-'pravefa Parva contvaued. ) 

yai9amp&yana said — ^'^Then clad in a cowherd's dress, and 
Speaking the dialect of cowherds, Sahadeva came to the cow* 
pen of Vir&ta's city. And beholding that bull among men, 
who was shining in splendour, the king was struck with amaze^ 
ment. And he directed his men to summon Sahadeva* And 
when the latter came, the king addressed him, saying,— ^Ta 
whom dost thou belong ? And whence dost thou come ? And 
what work dost thou seek ? I have never seen thee before. O 
bull among men, tell me truly all about thee !' 

« Having come before the king, that afflicter of foee^ Saha* 
deva, answered in accents deep as the roar of the clouds, — 'I 
am a yai9ya, Arishtanemi by name. I was employed as a 
cowherd in the service of those bulls of the Kuru race, the sons 
of F&ndu. O foremost of men, I intend now to live beside 
thee, for I do not know where those lions among kings, the 
sons of Prithi, are ! I cannot live without service, and, O king, 
I do not like to enter into the service of any one else save thee T 

" Hearing these words^ Vir&ta said, — ^'Thou must either be 
a Br&hmana or a Kshatriya. Thou lookest as if thou wert the 
lord of the entire earth surrounded by the sea. Tell me truly, 
O thou that mowest down thy foes ! The office kA a yai9ya 
is not fit for thee I Tell me firom the dominions of what 
king thou comest, and what art thou knowest, and in what 
capacity thou wouldst remain with us, and also what pay thou 
wouldst accept !' 

•^Sahadeva answered,— -Tudhishtbira, the eldest of the fiv© 
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B&fka gf P&odi), bad (one division of Une nuaiberiBg) ftighf 
hundred and ten thousand, and another, ton thousand, tti4. 
wodxer, again> twenty thousand, and ao on. I wm M^ployed 
in keeping thaae oalide. People naed to call n^e "batiipUa, Ir 
know a^ present, i^he past, wd the future of all Idne Ufinff 
within ten Yqjanas, and whose tale has been taken! Jfy 
merits ^NBert k»pwn to that iUnstnons one, and the Sum king 
Tudhishthira was well-pleased with me. I am alaa Mquandfi^ 
with the means which aid kino in multiplying within a short 
time, and by which they may enjoy immunity from disease. 
All these arts are known to me ! I can also single out bulls 
having auspicious marks for vfVLdb, they are wor&bipped of m^ 
tp4 by smelKpg wb<^ wiif^^ th^ barren mw <po^W f 
. " V»*ta m^f^*l )»y# * hiH^dwJ thogs^d kh^e 4ivid^ i^ta 
djstinct herds. 4il tbpae,^ together with thejur k^ep*^ I P^f^ 
in thy charge J Senpefortb my beasts will be pi thy ke^p^i' " 

yai9amplywa Qo»tinue(il*— " Th^a, O kix^, ^mdiecov^^re^} 
1^ that momurpb^ that lord of me^ gab^eva, inm'pt^ne4 by 
Virilta, b^san U> live happily. N9r dii my 9W lela^ (im4i^ 
\^ brptbers) recognise bm." 

Thus ends the t^t^b 3e^on in the Fandai^arpravefa pf ib^ 
yirata fm9^ 



Section XL 

( Pdndavq,-pravefa Pa/rva continued. ) 

Vai^aiPpSymft said.^'' Next appeased at tibe gafte pf ^ 
mmparts i^^tbeipr p^r^w i4 enormona abeand €apqtfi9t0 Um^^ 
deck^ m the ^[^maments of women, and weaiing li^g$ ^rt 
lii^gs and b^«¥iti^ con<3>-fep%efiJet# w^aid with g^ And 
^t migbty^-^inied iii^^dudl with jk^ md ^yM^dmA \mi 
float^ig #bput hi^ n^^ r^^mbled an ekphan^ m g#^ Aod 
fWdpg tb^ v^ §sa^ with bfc tre^A be appm^^idd ¥»*<» 
^d stood in W Ppurt. A^ bfibol^ing t^ p^n rf til© V^. 
Indm, f^ipii^ i«^tb 0x(juj4ite Ju^:e a&d ba^irii^ tbe gait 9I 
a mighty ejep|wxfe-^jibat gwd^ (^ /p^.b^iyipg bi$( <irue i^ptrin, 
concealed in disguise, entering the council-hall ^nd Mdvmw^Sl 
Ipwaids % iQiKmarcb; th^ king addrcissed 1^ Jii9 epwrtl^rB/ m^i^K> 
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^Whence doth this person come ? I have never heard of him 
before/ And when the men present spake of the newcomer as 
one unknown to them, the king wonderingly said, — ^Tossest of 
great strength, thou art like unto a celestial, and young and of 
daricii^ hue, thou resemblest the leader of a herd of elephants ! 
Wearing conch-bracelets overlaid with gold, a braid, and ear* 
rings, thou shinest yet like one amongst those that riding 
tn chariots wander about equipped with mail and bow and 
arrows and decked with garlands and fine hair ! I am old and 
decorous of relinquishing my burden. Be thou like my sons, 
or rule thou like myself all the Matsyas ! It seemeth to me 
that such persons as thou can never be of the neuter sex !' 

''Arjuna said, — ^'I sing, dance, and play on instruments. I 
am proficient in dance and skilled in song. O lord of men, 
assign me unto (the princess) Uttari. I will be dancing-master 
to the royal maiden. As to how I have come by this form, whati 
will it avail thee to hear the account which will only augmenti 
my pain ? Enow me, O king of men, to be Vnhannala, a sou 
or daughter without father or mother !' 

'•Virftta said, — ^*0 YrihannalS., I give thee what thou dedrest 1 
Instruct my daughter, and those like her, in dancing. To m^ 
however, this office seemeth unworthy of thee ! Thou deservesd 
(the dominion of ) the entire earth girt round by the ocean f " 
. Yaifampayana continued. — *' The king of the Matsyas then 
tested Yrihannala in dancing, music, and other fine arts, and 
insulting with his various ministers forthwith caused him to 
be examined by women. And learning that his impotence waa 
of a permanent nature, he sent him to the maidens' apartments. 
And there the mighty Arjuna began giving lessons in singing 
and instrumental music to the daughter of Virata, her Mends; 
and her waiting-maids, and soon won their good graces. And 
m this manner the self-possessed Arjuna lived there in disguise, 
partaking of pleasures in their company, and imknown to the 
yeople within or without the place." 

Thus ends the eleventh Section in the Findava-prave^a of 
the Yir&ta Farvai! 
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Section XII. 

( Pdndava-pravega Parva continuect. ) 

: Vai^amp&yaiiamd--^*' After ft while, another powerfiil 
of Pandu was seen making towards king Virata in hasta And 
as he advanced, he seemed to evevy one like the solar orb 
^merged from the doods^ And he b^^an to observe the hones 
aroand. And seeing tbis^ the king of the Matqra's said to his 
f(dIowers,^-'I wondw whence tins man, possessed of the e£EuU 
gence of a oelestial, oometh. He looks intently at my steeds. 
Verily, he must be profldent in horse-lore. Let him be ushered, 
mto my presence quickly. He is a warrior and looks like 
% godr And that destroyer of foes then went up to the^ 
king and accosted him, saying,— 'Victory to thee^ O king, and 
blest be ye ! As a trains of horses^ I have always been.' 
highly esteemed by kings. I will be a clever keeper of thy 
horse&' Vir&ta said,— ^'X will give thee vehicles, wealth, and 
spacious quartern Thou shalt be the liianagw of my horsea» 
Sut first tell me whence thou ccnnest, whose thou art, and 
bow also thou happenest to c<nne here ! Tell us also all the arts'^ 
thou art master of' Nakula rq9lied,-*-'0 mower (tf enemieer^ 
know that Yudhishthira is the ddest brother of the five sons of 
Pindu. I was fiurmerly employed by him to keep his horses, 
I am acquainted with the temper of steeds^ and loiow perfectly 
the art of breaking them. I know also how to correct vicious^ 
hones, and all the methods ci treating thor diseases. No ani^t 
mal in my hands becometh w^Jc or ill N<^ to q>eak of horses^ 
^en mares will never in my hands be found to be vicioucb. 
Feojde called me Ghranthika by name and so did Yudhishthira^ 
the s<m c^ Ptodu.' Vir&ta said,— 'Whatever hcffses I have^ 
I consign to thy care even from today. And all the keepem 
<rf my hones and diX my cbarij^teen will from today be sub* 
ordinate to thee ! If this suits thee, say what r^nuncaration it 
dedred by thee t But, O thou that resemblest a celestial, tha 
oflSce of equery is not worthy of thee. For th<m lookeid^ lik^ 
a king and I esteem thee mmnh 1 Thy appearance here hath 
pleased me as mueh as if Yudhishthira himself were h^re ! Ob» 
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how does that blafneless son of Pindu dwell and divert bimself 
in the forest^ now destitute of servants aid he is T *^ 
i Vai^ampayatia eontinlied."-'''That youth, like unto a chief of 
the Oaifuiharvds, was treated thus respeotfuHy by the delight^ 
^ king Yimtai. And he conducted himself there in stksh a 
fnanner as to mdce himself dear and agreeable to all in th^ 
]^dlaoe. And no one reeoghized him while living under Yiiilta's 
]iroteotion. And it was in thb manner that tb6 fiobs of Pandu^ 
^ very sight ot whom had never been fruitless, continued to 
live in the country of the Matsyaa And true to i^ir Iriedge^ 
those lords of the earth bounded by her belt of seas passed theic 
days of inoogmto with great composure notwithstanding theiv 
poignant sufferings* " 

Thus eiuie ihe twelfth Section in the Ftodava-pravcfa of 
^e Vir&ta Parva» 



SscnoKXllI. 

( SamayapcUana Parva. ) 

' Jaiiamejitya said-^'' While living thils disguised in the city 
4f the Mai^a^ what did those descendants of the Kuru race 
endued with great prowess, do, O regenerate one ?" 
' Vad^ami&yana said.-^"Hear, O king, what those descendants 
•f Kuru did while they dwdlt thus in diaguise in tiie city of 
the Matsyas^ worshipping the king tiiereof ! By the grace' of 
ihe sage Trinavindu and of the high-souled Lord of jutstic^, 
the Findavas ocmtinued to Kve unrecognised by ^hers hi th^ 
eity of Virata. O lord of men, YudMdiihira, as courtier, made 
ktmself agii^eafale to Yirita aknd Ids sons as also to all th^ 
llatsyas. An adc^ in the mysteries of the dice, tlbe son of 
Findu caused them to play at dice according to his pleiteur^ 
tfnd made tkem sit togethear in the dice-hall like a r<^ of biidif 
bound in a spring. And that tiger among men, king Tudhish- 
thira the just, vadmown to the monarch, distributed ^unong hi^ 
lirothers, in due pnorportion, the wealth he won from Virata; 
And Bhitiiasena, on his part, sold to Yudhishthira for price 
meat and viands of various kinds which he obtained from 
the king. And Arjuna distributed among all his brothers th^ 
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proceeds t)f worn-out cloths which he earned in the inner apart^ 
mentsof the p^ace. And Sahadeva, too, who was disguised 
as a cowherd, gave milk, curds, and clarified butter to his 
brothers. And Nakula also shared with his brothers the wealtii 
tiie king gare him, satisfied with his management of the 
horsea And Draupadi, herself in a pitiable ocmdition, lookcxl 
after all those brothers and behaved in such a way as to remaitt 
unrecognized. And thus ministering unto one another's wants^ 
those mighty warricm lived in the capital of Viitta as hidden 
flpom view as if they were once more in their mother's womb. 
And those lords of men, the sons of Pindu, apprehensive of 
danger firom the son ot Dhritaitshtra, ccmtinued to dwell there 
in conceahnent, watching over their wife Draupadi And after 
three months Imk] passed away, in the fourth, the grand festival 
in honor of the divine Brahmi which was celebrated with pomp^ 
in the country of the Matsyas, came about. And there came 
to witness that festival, athletes firom all quarters fay thousands, 
like hosts of celestials to the abode of Brahmi or of Civa* 
And they were endued with huge bodies and great prowess, 
like the demons called Kalalehanjas. And elated with their 
prowess and proud of their strength, they were highly honourec) 
by the king. And their shoulders and waists and necks were 
like those of lions, and their bodies were very dean, and their 
hearts were quite at ease. And they had many a time won 
success in the lists in the presence of kings. And amongst; 
them there was one who towered above the rest, and challenged 
them all to a combat. And there was none that dared approadt 
him as he proudly stalked in the arena. And when all the 
athletes stood sad and dispirited, the king of the Matsyas madel 
ium fight with his cook. And urged by the king, Bhima made 
up his mind reluctantly, for he could not openly disobey the 
royal behest. And that tiger among men then entered the 
spacious arena, pacing with the cardess steps of a tiger, having' 
jMreviously worshipped the king. And the son of Kunti thea 
girded up his lions to the great delight of the spectators. And 
Bhima then summoned to the combat that athlete known by the 
pame of Jimuta, who was like unto the Asura Yritra and whose 
prowess was widely known. And both of them were possessed 
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6f gr^t courage and both were endued with terrible prowess; 
And they were like a couple of infuriate and huge-bodied ele-» 
phants, each sixty years eld. And those brave tigers among 
mea tJien cheerfully engaged in a wrestling combat, desirous of 
vanquishing each other. And terrible was the encounter that 
took place between them, like the clash of the thunder-bolt 
^ iigainst the stony mountain breast. And both of them were 
exceedingly powerful and extremely delighted at each other's 
strength*. And desirous of vanquishing each other, each stood 
eager to take advantage of his adversary's lapse.. And both 
were greatly delighted and both looked like infuriate ele^ 
phants of prodigious size. And various were the modes of 
attach and defence that they exhibited with their clenched 
fists** And each dashed against the other and flung his 
adversary to a distance. And each cast the other down and 
pressed him close to the ground* And each got up again and 
squeesed the other in his arms. And each shoved the other 
violently off his place by boxing him on the breasts And 
each caught the other by the legs and whirling him round 
threw him down on the ground. And they slapped each other 
with their palms that struck as hard as the thunderbolt. And 
they also struck each other with their outstretched fingers, and 
stretching them out like spears thrust the nails into each other's 
body. And they gave each other violent kicks. And they 
struck knee against knee and head against head, producing the 
tnah of one stone against another. And in this manner that 
furious combat between those warriors raged on without wea« 
pons, sustained midnly by the power of their arms and their 
physical and mental energy, to the infinite delight of the 
concourse of spectators. And all the people, O king, took deep 
interest in that encounter of those powerful wrestlers who 
fought like Indra and the Asura Yritra. And they cheered both 
of them with loud acclamations of applause. And the broad-^ 
chested and long-armed experts in wrestling then pulled and 

* Erita — attack; praHkrita-^wsjrding it off; Sankata— clenched. 
Some texts read Sankatakais. The meaning then would be "cased in 
gauntlets."— r. 
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pressed and whirled and hurled down each otl^r and stmcfe 
each other with their knees, expressing all the while theii^ 
(Bcom for each other in loud Toic6& And they began to fight 
with their bare arms in this way, which were like sfnked maoea 
t^ iron. And at lai^ the powerful and mighty^armed Bhima^ 
the slajrer of his foes, shouting aloud, seized the vodferoua 
athlete by the arms, evto as the lion seises the elephant, ancl 
takii^ him up from the ground and holding him aloft^ hegsat 
to whirl him rottnd, to the great astonidmient of the assembled 
athletes and the people of Mataya^ And having whirled him 
round and roimd a hundred times till he was insensible^ the 
stxong-armed Vrikodaara dashed him to death on the ground* 
And when the brave and renowned Jimuta was thus killed^ 
Tirilta and his friends were filled with great delight And in 
ffae exuberance of hia joy, the noble-minded king rewarded 
Yallava then and there with the liberality ci Euvera. And 
killii^ numerous athletes and many other men possessed of 
great bodily strength, he pleased the king very much* And 
when no one could be found there to encounter him in ihe lists^ 
the king made him fight with i%er8 and liona and elephants; 
And the king also made him battle with furious and powers 
fal lions in the harem for the pleasure of the la£es. And 
Aijuna, too, pleased die king and alt the ladies of the innee 
apartments by singing and dandng. And Kakula pleased 
Virata^ that best of kings, by showing him fleet and well-* 
ftrwied steeds that followed him wherever he went And the 
king, gratified with bim, rewarded him witb ample presents; 
And beholdii^ around Sahadeva a herd of welt-tmined bullooks, 
Virilta, that bull amoi^ men, bestowed upon him also weal A 
1^ Averse kinds. Ani O king, DMqpadi^ distressed to see all 
those warriors suffer pain, sighed incclssaatly. And it was in 
Ibis way that those eminent persona Gved there in disguise^ 
rendering seirioes unto kii^ Tirikta." 

• Thus ends the thirteenth Section in the Samayapalana o(^ 
the ViAta Parva. 
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Section XIV. 

( Kichaka-hadha Parvou ) 

' Yaifampiyaoa said.-^"LiTixig in such disguise, tiiose mighty 
^parriors, the sons of Prithi, passed ten months in lli^»ya's 
city* And, O monarch, although herself deserving to be wait* 
ed upon Iqr others, the daughter of Yajnasena, Janamejaya, 
passed her days in extreme misery, waiting upcmSudeshni. And 
residing thus in Sudeshn&'s apartaients, the princess iA Fin* 
ch&la pleased that lady as also the other females iA the inn^ 
sqpartments. And it came to pass that as the year was about 
to expire, the redoubtable Kichaka, the commands <^ Vlr&ta's 
forces, chanced to behold the daughter of Drupada. And be« 
holding that lady endued with the splendour of a daughter 
of the celestials, treading the earth hke a go(kless, Eichaka» 
afflicted with the shafts oi Kima, desired to possess her. And 
burning with desire's flame, Virata's general cttne to Sudeshna 
(his sister) and smilingly addressed her in these w<»rds,— 'This 
beauteous lady had never before been seen by me in king 
Virata's abode ! This damsel maddens me wiUi her beauty; 
even as new wine maddens one with its fragrance. Tell me« 
who is this graceful and captivating lady possessed of the 
beauty of a goddess, and whose she is, and whence she hatb 
come. Surely, grinding my heart she hath reduced me to 
subjection* It seems to me that (save her) there is no other 
medicine for my illness ! O, this fair hand-maid <A thine 
asemeth to me to be possessed of the< beauty of a goddess ! 
Surely, one like her is ill suited to s^rve thee ! Let her rule 
ovtf me and whatever is mine I O, let her grace my spacious 
and beautiful palaoe, decked with various omunents <^ gold^ 
fiiU of viands and drinks in pro£asion, with excellent plates, 
and containing every kind of plenty, besides elephants and 
horses and cars in myriads !' And having ccMisulted with Su- 
deshna thus, Kichaka went to the princess Draupadi, and like 
a jackal in Uie forest accosting a lioness, speke unto Krishna 
tiiese words in a winning voice, — *Who and whose art thou, 
beautiful one ? And, thou of beautiful face, whence hast' 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



32 MAHABHARATA. 

thou come to the pity of Virata ? Tell me all this» fair 
lady ! Thy beauty and gracefulness are of the very first order, 
and the comeliness of thy features is unparalleled ! With its 
loveliness thy &ce shineth ever like the resplendent moon ! O 
thou (^ fiur eye-brows, thy eyes are beautiful and large like 
lotus-petab ! Thy speech also, O thou of beautiful limbs, 
resembles the notes of the kokUa ! O thou of fair hips, 
never before in this world have I beheld a woman possess- 
ed of beauty like thine, O thou <^ faultless features ! Arb 
thou Lakshmi herself having her abode in the midst of 
lotuses, or, art thou, O slender-waisted one, she called Bhvii f* 
Or, which amongst these — Hrl, fH, KMi, and Kdnti, — arfe 
thou, O thou of beautiful &ce ? Or, possessed of beauty like 
Bati's, art thou she who sporteth in the embraces of the god 
of love ? thou that possessest the fieubrest of eye-brows, 
thou shinest beautifully even like the lovely light of the moon 1 
Who is there in the whole world that will not succumb to the 
influence of desire beholding thy &ce ? Endued with un* 
rivalled beauty and celestial grace of the most attractive kind, 
that hce of thine is even like the Moon in full, its celestial 
effulgence resembling his radiant rays, its smiles res^adbUng 
his soft light, and its eye-lashes looking like the spots on his 
disc ? Both thy bosoms, so beautiful and well-developed and 
endued with unrivalled gracefulness and deep and well-rounded 
and without any space between them, are certainly worthy of 
being decked with garlands of gold ! Besembling in shape the 
beautiful buds of the lotus, these thy breasts, O thou of teix 
eye-brows, are even as the whips of Kama that are urging me 
forward, thou of sweet smiles ! O damsel of slender waist, 
beholding that wabt of thine marked with four wrinkles, and 
measuring but a span, and slightly stooping forward because 
of the weight of thy breasts, and looking on those graceful 
hips also of thine Inroad as the banks of a river, the incurable 
fever of desire, O beauteous lady, afflicteth me sore ! The 
Aiming fire of desire, fierce as a fiurest-conflagration, and 

, ♦ Bhuti^ iTH, CH, Klrti^ and Kdnti are respectively the feminine 
e^nbodiments of Prosperity, Modesty. Beauty, Fame, and Loveliness. 
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fanned by the hope my heart cherisheth of a union with theoj 
is consuming me intensely ! thou of exceeding beauty, 
quench thou that flaming fire kindled by Manmatha, for union 
with thee is a rain-charged cloud, and the surrender of thy 
petson the shower that cloud may drop ! O thou of hce re* 
aembling the moon» the fierce and maddening shafts of Man<- 
matha^ whetted and sharpened by the desire of a union with 
thee, piercing this heart of mine in their impetuous course, 
have penetrated into its core ! O black-eyed lady, those im- 
petuous and cruel shafts are maddening me beyond endurance ! 
It b^oveth thee to relieve me firom this plight by surrender- 
ing thyself to me and &voring me with thy embraces ! Deck- 
ed in beautifiil garlands and robes, and adorned with every 
ornament, sport thou, O sweet damsel, with me to thy fill ! O 
thou of the gait of an elephant in rut, deserving as thou art of 
happiness though deprived of it now, it behoveth thee not to 
dwell here in misery ! Let unrivalled weal be thine ! Drinking 
▼arious kinds of charming and delicious and ambrosial winecr, 
wd sporting at thy pleasure in the enjoyment of diverse objects 
of delight, do thou, O blessed lady, attain auspicious pros- 
perity ! This beauty of thine and this the prime of thy youth, 
O sweet lady, are now without their use ! For, beauteous 
and chaste damsel, endued with such loveliness, thou dost not 
shine, like a graceful garland lying imused and unworn ! I 
will forsake all my old wives ! Let them, thou of sweet 
smiles, become thy slaves ! And I also, O £Edr damsel, will 
stay by thee as thy slave, ever obedient to thee, O thou of the 
handsomest £Eice !' Hearing these words of his, Draupadi re- 
plied, — ^'A female servant of low extraction, employed in the 
despicable office of dressing hair, in desiring me, 8uta*8 son, 
thou desirest one that deserves not that honor. Then, again, 
J am the wife of others. Therefore, good betide thee, this 
conduct of thine is not proper. Do thou remember the pre- 
cept of morality, viz.^ that persons should take delight only 
in their wedded wives ! Thou shouldst not, therefore, by any 
means bend thy heart to adultery. Surely, abstention firom 
improper acts is ever the duty of those that are good I 
Overcome by ignorance, sinful men, under the influence 
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of desire come by either extreme infamy or dreadful cal»* 
mity !' " 

yai9ampi]rana continued. — ''Thus addressed by the iSbi- 
riTidhri, the wicked Eichaka without any control over his senses 
and overcome by lust, although aware of the num^xms evili 
of fornication, evils omd^nned by everybody and 6<Hnetime0 
leading to the destructicm of life it8^,^-then qpoke :aato 
Dnrapadir^lt behoveth thee not, O beauteous lady, O thou ot 
graceful features, thus to disregard me who am, O thou of 
Jsweet smiles^ under the power c£ Manmatha on thy account ! 
If now, O timid one, thou disregardst me who am under thy 
influence and who iE^>eak to thee so fair, thou wilt, O Uack« 
^ed damsel, have to repent of it afterwards ! O thou of grace*' 
ful eye-brows, the real lord of this entire kingdom, slttider^ 
waistedlady, is myself ! It is me depending upon whom the peofdd 
of this realm live ! In energy and prowess I am unrivalled on 
earth ! There is no other man on earth who rivals me in hoBiaiy 
of p«rson« in youth, in prosperity, ond in the possession of 
excellent objects of enjoyment ! Wliy is it, O auspicioiis latfy, 
that having it in ihy power to enj<^ here every object of desire, 
and every luxury and comfort without its equal, thou preferest 
servitude ? Becoming the mistress <^ this kingdom whioii I 
riiall confer on thee, O thou of fair fibce, accept me, and 
enjoy, O beauteous one, all excellent olnjects of denre !' Ad* 
dressed in these accursed Words by Eichaka, that chaste 
daughtw of Drupada answered him thm reprovingly,-*']>o not, 
O son of a 9v4a, act so foolishly and do not throw away tihy 
life ! ELnow that I am {protected by my five husbands ! Thou 
eanst not have me. I have Oandharvae for my husbands. Enrag- 
ed, they will slay thee ! Therefore, do thou not bring destructioB 
on thyself! Thou intendst totoeadakmg apaththat isincapaMe 
of being trod by men. Thou, O wicked one, art even like a 
foolish child that standmg on one shore of the Ocean intends 
to cross over to the othar. Even if thou enterest into the in- 
terior of the earth, or soarest into the Ay, or rushest to the other 
slKure df the Ocean, still thou wilt have no escape irom the huids 
of those sky-ranging oflSspring of gods, capable of grinding all 
foes, Why dost thou today, Kichaka, solicit me so persistently. 
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gven as a Ack person wisheth for the night thid; mil put a 
period to bis existence ? Why dost thou desire me, even 
like an infant lying on its mother's lap wishing to catoh 
the moon ? For thee that thus ac^itest their beloved wife, 
tiiere is no refuge either on earth or in sky ! O Eichaka, 
hast thou no sense which leads thee to seek thy good and 
by which thy life may be saved T '* 

Thus emia tixe fourteenth Secti<m in the Eachaka-badha of 
tiie Yirita Parva. 



Section XV. 
( Kichaka-badka Parva continued. ) 

Vai^ampayana said.— ^ Rejected thus by the jnincess, Ki- 
dlaka^ afflicted witii maddening lust and forgetting all sense of 
|^E^riety» acMressed Sudeshnft, saying, — ^'Do thou, O Kekaya's 
daughter, so act that thy Sairindhri may come into my arms ! 
Do thou, O Sudeshna, adopt the means by which that damsel 
#f the gait of an elephant may accept me ! Sudeshni, I am; 
dying of absorbing deare f " 

yai9amiAyana continued. — ^Hearing his profuse lament^ 
ataons^ that gentle lady, the intelligent quem of Virata, was 
touched with pity. And having taken counsel with her own 
aelf and ledected on Eichaka's purpose and on the anxiety of 
Krisfani, Sudeshni addressed the /Sfuto's son in those words,—* 
*Do thoa, on the occasion of some festival, procure viands and 
wines for me! I diall ihBn send my Savrindhfi to thee 
on ^ pretence (tf bringing wine. And when she will hav^ 
t«paiked thither, do thou in solitude, free from interruption^ 
Iramoor her as ^u Ukeet. Thus soothed, she may incline hec 
mind to thee.' " 

t . Vaifaibplyiiia eontinu^—'Thus addressed, he w»t out of 
Iiis sister's apartments. And he soon procured wine3 well filtere^| 
and worthy of a king. And e«ploying skilled cooks, he prepared 
many and various kinds of choice viands and delicious drinks 
and many and various kinds of meat of different degrees of ex« 
cellence. And when all this had been done, that gentle lady, 
Sudeshni, as previously counselled by Bachaka, desired her Sai- 
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ri/ndhri to repdr to Kichaka's abode, sayinjf,— 'Get up, 8ai^ 
rindhri, and repair thou to Kichaka's abode to bring wine» for, 
O beauteous lady, I am afflicted with thirst ! " Thereupon 
the Sairmdhri replied, — ^'O princess, I shall not be able to 
repair to Kichaka's apartments ! Thou thyself knowest, O 
Queen, how shameless he is. O thou of faultless limbs, O 
beauteous lady, in thy palace I shall not be able to lead a lustfitl 
life, becoming £uthless to my husbands ! Thou rememberest, 
O gentle lady, O beautiful one, the conditions I had set down 
before entering thy house ! O thou of tresses ending in gracefiil 
cnirls, the foolish Kichaka afflicted by the god of desire, will, oa 
seeing me, oflfer me insult ! Therefore, I will not go to his 
quarters ! Thou hast, O princess, many maids under thee ! Do 
thou, good betide thee, send one of them ! For, surely, Kichaka 
will insult me !' SudeshnS said,— 'Sent by me, from my abode» 
surely he will not harm thee f And having said this, she 
handed over to her a golden vessel furnished with a coven And 
filled with apprehensions, and weeping, Draupadi mentally 
prayed for the protection of the gods, and set out for Kichaka's 
abode for fetching wine. And she said,—'As I do not know any 
other persons save my husbands, by virtue of that Truth left 
Kichaka not be able to overpower me although I may approach 
his presence !' " 

Vai9ampayana continued.— "And that helpless damsel then 
adored Surya for a moment. And Surya, having conadered all 
that she urged, commanded a Bakshasa to protect her inviribly. 
And from that time the JRofcsAa began to attend upon tha* blame- 
less lady under every circumstance. And beholding Krishnl ill 
his presence like a frightened doe, the Sirfa rose up from his 
seat, and felt the joy that is felt by a person wishing to cross to 
the other shore, when he obtains a boat. " 

Thus ends the fifteenth Section in the Kichaka-badha of the 
Virata Parva* 
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Section XVL 
( Kichaka-badha Parva continued* ) 

^'Eachaka said, — ^'O thou of tresses ending in beautiful curis;. 
thou art welcome ! Surely, the night that is gone hath brought 
me an auspicious day, for I have got thee today as the mistresa 
of my house ! Do what is agreeable to me ! Let golden, 
chains, and conohs, and bright ear-rings made of gold, manu* 
&ctured in various countries, and beautiful rubies and gems^ 
and silken robes and deer-skins, be brought for thee f I have 
also aa exoellent bed prepared for thee ! Come, sitting upon 
it do thou drink with me the wine prepared from the honey* 
flower r Hearing these words, Draupadi said, — ^'I have beea 
sent to thee by the princess for taking away wine» Do thou 
speedily bring me wine, for she told me that she is exceedingly 
thirsty !' At this, Eichaka said, — ^'O gentle lady, others ynSi 
carry what the princess wants T And saying this, the Sufa'a 
son caught hold of Draupadi's right arm. And at thicf, Drau-» 
padi exclaimed, — ^'As I have never, from intoxication of the 
senses, been un&ithful to my husbands even at heart, by tha^ 
Truth, O wretch, I shall behold thee dragged and lying power*^ 
less on the ground T '' 

Yaifampayana continued — ^''Seeing that large-eyed lady 
reproving him in that strain, Eachaka suddenly seized her by the 
end of her upper garment as she attempted to run away. And 
seized with violence by Eachaka^ the beautiful princess, unable 
to tolerate it, and with frame trembling in wrath, and breathing, 
quickly, dashed him to the ground And dashed to the ground 
tiius, the sinful wretch tumbled down like a tree whose roota 
had been cut* And having thrown Kichaka down on the, 
ground when the latter had seized her, she, trembling all over, 
rushed to the court, where king Tudhishthira was, for protection*. 
And while she was running with all her speed, Eichaka (who 
followed her), seizing her by the hair, and bringing her down 
on the ground, kicked her in the very presence of the king ! 
Thereupon, O Bharata, the Rdkshasa that had been appointed 
by Suryato protect Draupadi; gave Kichaka a shove with a force 
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mighty as that of the wind And overpowered by the force ot 
the JRakshasa, Eichaka reeled and fell down senseless on the 
ground, even like an uprooted tree. And both Yudhishthira 
and Bhimasena who were seated there, beheld with wrathful 
eyes that outrage on Erishni by Eidiaka. And desirous of 
compassing the destruotion of the wicked Kichakai the illustrious 
Bhima knaahed his teeth in rage. And his fcnrehead was oovered 
with sweat, and terrible wrinkles appeared thereon. And a rnxxcky 
exhalation shot fcnrth from his eyes, and his eye-lashes stood 
on end. And that slay^ of hostile heroes fwessed his fore« 
bead with his hands. And impelled by rage, he was on 
the point of starting up with speed. Thereat king Tiklhirii*^ 
tfaira, apprehensive of discovery, squeezed his thumbs and 
oommanded Bhima to forbear. And Bbima^ who then looked 
like an mfuriate elephant eyeing a large tree, was thus for- 
bidden by his elder broths. Aiid the latter said, — 'Lookest 
thou, oook, {(» trees for fuel ? If thou art in need of faggots, 
then go out wad fell trees f And the weej^g Draupadi of fior 
higs, approaching the entiranoe of the court, and seeing h^ 
nelaneholy lords, desirous yet of keeping up the disguise duty« 
bound by their pledge, with eyes burning in ire, spake these 
woids unto the kkig of the MatsyaSi-^'Alas, the son of a£bto hatb 
kicked today the proud and beloved wife of those whose foe oaii 
never sleep in peace even if four kingdoms intervene between 
him imd them t Alas, the son of a SuUa hath kicked today the 
proud and beloved wife of those tralMil personages who are 
devoted to Krthmi^ias and who always give away without 
acting any thing in gift. Alas, the son of a 8uta hath 
kbked today the proud and bdoved wife of those the sounds of 
whose kettle-drum» and the twai^ of whose bow-strings are 
eeatetettdy heard ! Alas, the 8(m of a £^te hath kicked today 
the proud and beloved wife oi those who are possessed o^ 
abundimt eneigy and might, and who are liberal in gifte and: 
proud ^ their dignity ! Alas, the son of a Swta hsAh kicked 
today the piroud and beloved wife of ihoaQ who, if they had: 
not been fettered by ihe ties of duty, could destroy this eaiiie > 
world ! Where, alas, are those mighty warrioits today who, 
tiiough living in disguise, have always granted protection unto 
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Ahose that solicit it ? Oh, why do those heroes today, endued 
as they are with strength and possessed of immeasurable energy, 
^luietly suffer, like eunuchs, their dear and chaste wife to be 
thus insulted by a 8uta*8 son ? Oh, where is that wrath of 
theirs, that prowess, and that energy, when they quietly bear 
their wife to be thus insulted by a wicked wretch ? What can I 
(a weak woman) do, when Yir&ta, deficient in virtue, coolly suffei^ 
«th my innocent self to be thus wronged by a wretch ? Thoa 
flost iu>t, O king, act like a king towards this Eichaka ! Thy 
1>ehaviour is like that of a robber, and doth not shine in a court. 
That I should thus be insulted in thy very presence, O Matsya, 
is highly improper ! Oh, let all the courtiers here look at this 
iriolence of Kichaka 1 Kichaka is ign(»rant of duty and morality, 
^lOiA Matsya also is equally so ! These courtiers also that wait 
upon leruch a king are destitute of virtue f " 

ITaiQampiyana continued. — *' With these and other words of 
^tShe same kind, the beautiful Krishna with tearful eyes re- 
Ibuked the king ot i^ Matsyas. And hearing her, Virata said,-<- 
*I do not know ndiat your dispute haa been out of otir sight* 
Not knowing the true cause, how can I show my diserimina- 
-^Ml ¥ l%en the courtiers, having learnt everything, iqq)laud* 
«d Erishni, and they all exdaimed,— -'Well done !' 'Well done 1' 
>and xsensured Eachaka. And the courtiers said, — 'That person 
twho owneth this large^eyed lady having every limb of h^rs 
^endued with beauty, for his wife, poseesseth what is of exceeding 
^iJue and hath no occasion to indulge in any grief. Surely, 
such a damsel of transcendent beauty and limbs perfectly fault- 
less is rare among men ! Indeed, it seems to us that she is a 
goddess .»•" 

Yai^amjAyana continued. — ^"And while the courtiers, having 
beheld Krishna ( under such circumstances), were applauding 
tier dius, Tudhifidithira's forehead, from ire, became covered ¥rith 
sweat. And that bull of the Kuru race then addressed that 
princess, his beloved spouse, saying, — 'Stay not here, iSfai- 
rindhri; but retire to the apartments of Sudeshna! The 
wives of heroes bear affliction for the sake of their husbands, 
and undergoing toil in ministering unto their lords, they at 
last attain to regions where their husbands may go, Thy 
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'Oandharva husbands, effulgent as the Sun, do not, I imaguil^ 
consider this as an occasion for manifesting their wrath, 
inafflnuch as they do not rush to thy aid ! O Sairiifidhrit 
ihou art ignorant of the timeliness of things, and it is for 
-this that thou weepest as an actress, besides interrupting 
the play in Matsya's court. Retire, Sairindhri : the Gan« 
^harvas will do what is agreeable to thee. And they will 
surely dispel thy woe and ta^e the life of him that hath 
^wronged thee !* Hearing these words, the Sairvndhri replied,— 
.'They of whom I am the wedded wife are, I ween, extremely 
kind! And as the eldest of them all is addicted to dice, they 
are liable to be oppressed by all T " 

Yai^ampayana continued — ''And having said this, the £ur« 
Jiipped Erishni, with dishevelled hair and eyes red in anger^ 
ran towards the apartments of Sudeshna. And in consequence 
of having wept long, her fiace looked beautiful like the lunar 
•diae in the firmament, emerged firom the clouds. And behold- 
ing her in that condition, Sudeshna asked, — ^Who, O beaute- 
ous lady, hath insulted thee ? Why, amiable damsel, dost 
thou weep? Who, gentle one, hath done thee wrong? 
Whence is this thy grief V Thus addressed, Draupadi said,^- 
^As I went to bring wine for thee, Eachaka struck me in the 
court, in the very presence of the king> as if in the midst 
of a solitary wood !' Hearing this, Sudeshna said, — ^'O thou 
of tresses ending in beautiful curls, as Eichaka, maddened 
by lust, hath insulted thee that art incapable of being possess- 
^ by him, I shall cause him to be slain if thou wishest it f 
Thereupon Draupadi answered, — ^'Even others will slay him, 
—even they whom be hath wronged ! I think it is clear 
that he will have to go to the abode of Yama this veiy 
day!''* 

Thus ends the dxteenth Section in the Eichaka-badha of tbB 
Vir&ta Farva. 
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Section XVII. 
( Kichaka-badha Parva continued. ) 

TaifaimAyaiia 8ai<LT-''Tbu8 iBs^lted by tke SiUa'a son, tb«4 
illttsiarious prinoeas, tiie beoatifiil KmbBi, e^erly wislung fov 
the destntctioii of Viiito's g&cmtip yfimt i^ her quartera. And 
Dnipada's daughter of dark hue and deader waist then perform.^ 
4d her ablutima And washing h^ bed^ mi clothes with 
water, Krishna begaa to pander weepingly on the meaM oi 
dispeUi^g her grie£ And ^ reflected, saying, — ^'Wbat am I to 
do ? Whither shall I go ? How can my purpose be ^ected t 
And while she was thin]dng thus, she remembered Shima, a^d 
said to hevselC^^Theve is none else, save Bhima^ that can today 
aeciunplish the purposemi which my heart is set I' And afflicted 
with great grief, th^ laige^^yed and intelligent Kri8h&& possess* 
ed of powerful protectors theu rose up at night, and leaving 
her bed qpeedily proceeded towards tJie quartern of Bhimasena^ 
desirous of beholding her lord And possesseditf great inteili* 
genoe, the daughter of Drupada entered her husband's quarteni^ 
saying,— -'How canst thou sleep while that wretched commander 
of Yir&ta's forces, who is my foe, yet liveth, having perpetrate 
ed today that{io\A act) f"* 

Vais^mp^apa. co^tii^i^— "lliien the chamber within which 
l^bim^ Aefb br^^tybg JwA like a lioa» filled with the beauty 
of J}i»pada's daughter and of the higkisouled Bhima^ biassed 
ll^rtb m qplendpw. And Sr^^mft of swe^st smiles, finding 
Bhimasei^ in the Aook»ig apaiimento, approached him with 
Iha eag^ymess of a thret-year old oow, brought v^ in the woodsy 
approaching a powerful bull, in her first season, or (^a she-crane 
living by t^e water aide ai^preadung her mate in the paring 
^season. And the prinoess of Pinchila then endnaced the 
aecond son of i%:ulu, even as a erei^fier embraces a huge and 
nughiy QdUa on the banks of ihe QomatL And emhwicing him 
with her arms, KriHhn& of &ultless features awaked hun as 
ia tioness awaked « deeping lion in » trackless forest And 
^embracing Bhimasena even as a she-adepbanit embrace her 
mighty mate, the foultless Fftnchili addressed him, in voicfl 
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sweet as the sound of a Vina emitting the Oandhdra note. 
And she said> — 'Arise, arise ! Why dost thou, O Bhimasena, lie 
down as one dead ? Surely, he that is not dead, never suffer* 
eth a wicked wretch that hath disgraced his wife, to live T 
And then awakened by the princess, Bhima of mighty arms, 
then rose up, and sat upon his couch overlaid with a rich bedr 
And he of the Kuru race then addressed the princess — ^hi£^ 
beloved wife, saying, — 'For what purpose hast thou come hither 
in such a hurry ? Thy color is gone and thou lookest lean and 
pale 1 Tell me everything in detail ! I must know the truths 
Whether it be pleasurable or painful, agreeable or disagreeable, 
tell me all ! Having heard everything, I shall apply the reme- 
&y* I alone, Krishna, am entitled to thy confidence in alt 
things, for it is I who deliver thee firom perils again and 
^ain ! Tell me quickly what is thy wish, and what the purpose^ 
is that is in thy view, and return thou to thy bed before othenr 
awake r " 

Thus ends the seventeenth Section in the Eichaka-badha ot 
the Virata Farva. 



Section XVIII. 

( Kichaka-badha Parva continued. ) 

*' Draupadi said, — *What grief hath she not who hath Tu* 
dhishthira- for her husband ? Knowing all my griefs, why 
dost thou ask me ? The Prdtikamin dragged me to the cour* 
itt the midst o£ an assembly of courtiers, calling me a slave I 
That grief, O Bhaxata, consumeth me ! What other princess 
like me, save Draupadi, would live having suffered such 
intense misery ? Who else, save myself, could bear sucb 
second insult as the wicked Saindhava offered me while resid-* 
ing in the forest ? Who else of my position, save myself> 
Could live, having been kicked by Kichaka in the very sight of 
the wicked king of the Matsyas ? Of what value is life, O Bha^ 
rata, when thou, O son of Kunti, dost not think me miser* 
ifcble although I am afficted with such Woes ? That vile and 
wicked wretch, O Bharata, known by the name of Kichaka^ 
frho is the brother-in-law of king Virata and the commander 
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9f his forces, every day, O tiger among men, addresses me 
who am residing in the palace as a SairindhH, saying,-*!)^ 
thou become my wife ! — Thus solicited, O slayer of foes, by 
4hat wretch deserving to be slain, my heart is bursting like a 
^it ripened in season. Censure thou that elder brother of 
thine addicted to execrable dice, through whose act alone I 
have been afflicted with such woe ! Who else, save him that i9 
fk desperate gambler^ would play, giving up kingdom and 
^ver3rthing including even self, in order to lead a life in the 
woods ? If he had gamUed morning and evening for many 
years together, staking nishkas by thousands and other kinds 
pf substantial wealth, still his silver, and gold^ and robes, and 
vehicles, and teams, and goats, and sheep, and multitudes of 
steeds and mares and mules, would not have sustained any 
4iminution. But now deprived of prosperity by the rivalry 
pf dice, he sits dumb like a fool, reflecting on his own misdeeds; 
Alas, he who, while sojourning, was followed by ten thousand 
elephants adorned with golden garlands, now supports himself 
hy casting dice ! That Yudhishthira who at Indraprastha wafii 
Itdored by kings of incomparable prowess by hundredis of thout 
liands, that mighty monarch in whose kitchen a himdred thoun 
43and maid-servants, plate in hand, used every day to feed nu- 
merous guests day and night, that best of liberal men, who 
gave (everyday) a thousand nishkas, alas, even he, overwhelmed 
.with woe in consequence of gambling which is the root of all. evil| 
now supporteth himself by casting dice ! Bards and encomiast9 
ji>y thousands, decked with ear-rings set with brilliant gems, and 
gifted with melodious voice, used to pay him homage morning 
and evening ! Alas, that Yudhishthira, who was daily waited 
upon by a thousand sages of ascetic nierit, versed in the Vedaa 
and having every desire gratified, as his courtiers, — ^that Yu- 
dhishthira who maintained eighty-eight thousands of domestic 
Sndtakaa with thirty maid-servants assigned unto each, as 
also ten thousand yatia not accepting anjrthing in gift and with 
vital seed drawn up, — alas, even that mighty king now liveth in 
«uch guise ! That Yudhishthira who is without malice, who. is 
full of kindness, and who giveth every creature his - due, who 
bath all these excellent attributes^ alits, — even he now liveth in 
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sacb guise ! FbflsesBed of firmneie and imbaffled jfnmeim, intl» 
haart disposed to giye ei^ef^r erostore his due> king Yudhisb^ 
thir% inowd by oonqMuasiicmy eonstantly maintained in bis king^ 
dom tbe blind, tiie old, tbe belplein^ tiie par^itless and all 
'otbeii in hisdominioni in micb diatieis ! Alas, tbat Tudhish^ 
ibiia, bebmiing a dqiendaiit and a servant of Matsyai a easteir 
6i dice in fcn courts now calls bimself Kanka I He onto wbomt 
Miile resicUn^ at Indraprastha^ all tbe roloB of eartb used to 
fif timely tribute, — alas, even be now begs for subsistence al 
another^s bands ! Hb to whom tbe kings of the eartb were iif 
Bulgectbn, — alas, even that king, having lost bis liberty, liveth 
in sulgectba to others ! Having, like the sun, daded t^e entire 
tertt by bis energy, tiiat Yudhishthira^ alas, is now a courtly 
of king Yirftta ! Fftndu's son, tiiat F&ndava who was res^ 
peotfolly waited upon in court by kings and sages, behold binft 
now waiting iq>on another ! Alas, beholding Tudhishthira a 
bourtier idtting beside another and breathing adulatory ^E^^eechea 
to that other, who can help bdng aflSicted with grief ? And be^ 
holding tiiB highly wise and virtuous Yudbisbthira^ imdeserv^ 
log as be is of serving otiiers, aetuidly serving anoth^ for susten* 
anee, who can help being afflicted with grief ? And, O bero^ that 
BUrata who was wotsbif^ped in oourt by the entire earth, do 
thdu now> O Bhirata, behold him woi8hi{q[mig another ! Why 
Vkea, Bhirata^ dost thou not regard me as one afflicted with 
dtiverae miseries, like one forlorn and unmansed in a sea of 
aoitowf " 

Hius ends the eighteenth Section in the Eichaka-badha of 
the Virita Ftova. 



Section XIX. 
( Kichaka-hadhd Parva continued. ) 

*Draupa£ sttd,— 'This, O Bhirata» tbat I am going to teU 
tiiee is another great grief of mine! Thou shouldst not blame 
me^ tat I tell thee tlus from sadness of heart. Who is tb^ce 
whose grief is not enhanced at tight of thee, O btiU of the Bham 
ata race, engaged in the ignoUe office of a cock, so entirely 
tieneatb thee and oUUng tbysdf as one of Valiava caste J 
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What can Be sadder than this, tkit people should know thed 

as Ykita's cook, Yallava by name, and, therefore, <me tha^ 

k sunk in servitude ? Alas, when tiiy work of the kitchen^ 

ovi^, thou humbly sittest beside Yirilta, calling thyself as. 

YlJUva the cock, then dei^ndenoy seizeth my heart I Whett 

tiiat king <tf kings in joy maketh thee fight witli (^j^ants; 

and the woman of the inner apartments (of tilie palace) laugb 

all the whil^ then I am sorely distressed ! When thou fight^ 

^t in the inner apartments, wit^ lionn, tigers, and buffidosi' 

the princess Eiikeyi looking on, then I almost swoon away t 

And when Eaikeyi and those maid-servants, leaving their seati^ 

come to assist me and find that instead of suffering any injury 

in liiabs mine is only a swoon, the prmcess qpeaks unto hev 

Women, sajing^ — Swrdy, U %8 from afection and the dutp 

hegot of interc&&rae iJmt this lady of sweet emUea gri&veth fdt 

the ^CD<xedmgly potmrful eock when he Jights (wUh {h$ 

heaets)! Savrindhri is posseted of great beauty, and 

VaUava tAeo is eminenUy handsome. The heart of woman is 

hard to know, and they, Ifaney, Ore deserving ofea^ other. lA 

is,Uur^w% liiody tihat the Sairindhri invariably ive^peth (at 

sueft tvmes) on aaeoownt of her connection with her lover. Andi 

then, ihey botit h/ive entered this royal family ai the sams 

time /-^And speaMng Budi words she idways upbraideth mei 

And beholding me wroth at this, she suspects me to be at^iadi^ 

ed to thee ! Wh^i she Iqpeaketh thus, great is the grief tiiaft 

I fed! Indeed, on beholding thee, O Bhima of terrible 

prowess, afficted With rnxk calandty, sunk as I already am ill 

gnief on account of Tudlnshthira^ I do not desire to live 1 

That youtii who t>n a single issx had vanquii^ed all oelestiala 

and men, is now, alas, Hie dancing-mastar of king Yix&talEr 

daughters! That FHth&'s^on of immeasurable soul, who had 

gratified Agni in the forest of Ehandava, is now living in the 

inn^ apartments (of a pabice) 1^ fire hid in a weU ! Alas^ 

that bull among mai, Dhananjaya, who Was ever the terror of 

foes, is mm living m a guise H^i is despised by all ! Alas, ha 

whose mace-like arms Imve been cicatrized in consequence of ih^ 

strokes of his bow-string, alas, that Dhananjaya is passing his 

4ay6 in grief, coveting ias wrists with braceletsof ocmcbs ! Aisuh 
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that Dhananjaya the twang of whose bow-string and the sound 
of whose leathern fences made every foe tremble, now enters 
tains only gladdened women with his songs ! Oh, that Dhanan<« 
jaya whose head was formerly decked ¥rith a diadem of solar 
splendour, is now wearing braids ending in unsightly curls ! O 
Bhima, beholding that terrible bowman, Arjuna, now wearing 
braids and in the midst of women, my heart is stricken with 
yroe ! That high-souled hero who is master of all the celestial 
weapons, and who is the repository of all the sciences, now. 
weareth ear-rings (like one of the third sex) ! That youth 
whom kings of incomparable prowess could not overpower in 
fight, even as the waters of the mighty ocean cannot over* 
leap their continents, is now the dancing-master of king Virata'^ 
daughters and waits upon them in disguise ! O Bhima, that 
Arjuna the clatter of whose car-wheels caused the entire earth 
with her mountains and forests, her mobile and immobile things, 
to tremble, and whose birth dispelled all the sorrows of Kunti, 
that exalted hero, that younger brother of thine, O Bhimasena, 
now maketh me weep for him ! Beholding him coming towards 
me, decked in golden ear-rings and other ornaments, and wear^ 
^ng on the wrists bracelets of conchs, my heart is afflicted with 
despondency ! And Dhananjaya who hath not a bowman equal 
unto him on earth in prowess, now passeth his days in singing, 
surrounded by women ! Beholding that son of Pritha who in 
virtue, heroism, and truth, was the admired of the world, now 
living in the guise of a woman, my heart is afflicted with sorrow ! 
When I behold, like on elephant with rent temples surrounded 
by she-elephants, the godlike Fartha in the music-hall in th^ 
midst of females, waiting before Virata the king of the 
Matsyas, then I lose all sense of directions ! Surely, my mother^ 
in-law doth not know Dhananjaya to be afflicted with such ex-r 
treme distress. Nor doth she know that descendant of the Euru 
jrace, Ajata^atru, addicted to disastrous dice, to be sunk in 
misery ! O Bharata, beholding the youngest of you all, Saha-r 
deva, superintending the kine, in the guise of a cow-herd, I 
grow pale ! Always thinking of Sahadeva's plight, I cannot, 
O Bhimasena, obtain sleep, — ^what speak you of rest ? I do not 
know, mighty-armed one, what sin Sahadeya may have 
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committed for which that hero of unbaffled prowess suflfereth 
siich misery ! O foremost of the Bharatas, beholding that be- 
loved brother of thine, that bull among men, employed by 
Matsya in looking after his kine, I am filled with woe ! See- 
ing that hero of proud disposition gratifying Virata^ by living 
at the head of his cow-herds, attired in robes dyed in red, I am 
Attacked with fever ^ My mother-in-law always applauds the 
heroic- Sahadeva as one possessed of nobility,* excellent be* 
haviour, and rectitude of conduct. Ardently attached to her sons^ 
the weeping Eunti stood, embracing Sahadeva, while he waer 
about to set out (with us) for the great forest. And she address-*- 
ed me, saying, — Sahadeva ia bashful and axveet-apeeched, and^ 
virtuous ! He ia alao my favorite child ! Therefiyre, Ydjna^ 
seni, tend him in the forest day and night! Delicate and' 
brave, devoted to the king, and always worshipping his ddefi^ 
brother, do thou, PanchMi, feed him thyself !—0 F&ndava, 
beholding that foremost of warriors, Sahadeva, engaged in 
tending kine, and sleeping at night on calf-skins, how can I 
bear to live ? He, again, who is crowned with the three attri-* 
butes of beauty, arms, and intelligence, is now the superintend* 
ent of Virata's, steeds ! Behold the change l»x)ught on b/ 
time ! Qranthika (Nakula), at sight of whom hostile hosts fled 
from the field of battle, now traineth horses in the presence of 
the king, driving them with speed ! Alas, I now see that hand^ 
some youth wait upon the gorgeously-decked and excellent 
Vir&ta the king of the Matsyas, and display horses beforei 
him ! O son of Fritha, afflicted as I am with all these hun^ 
dred kinds of misery on account of Yudhishthira, why dostP 
thou, O chastiser of foes, yet deem me happy ? Listen nom^ 
to me, son of Kunti, as I tell thee of other woes far surpass-' 
ing these ! What can be sadder to me than that miseriei^ 
80 various as these should emaciate me even while ye all arc^ 
aUve V " 

Thus ends the nineteenth Section in the Eichaka-badha of 
the Virata Farva, 
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Section XX. 

( Kichaka-badha Parva contvaued. ) 

^ Draupadi 8aid»— •' Alas, on account of that desperate gamtv 
ler, I am now under Sudeshn&'s command, living in the palace 
in the guise of a SaWindhri ! And, O chastiser of foes^ beheld 
the plight of poignant woe which I, a princess, am now in I 
I am living in expectation of the close of this stated period.* 
The extreme of misery, therefore, is mine ! Success of pur* 
pose, victoiy, and defeat, as regards mortab, ave transitory; 
It ii in this belief that I am living in expectation of the return 
ti proeqperity to my husbands t Prosperity and advendty revolve 
Uke a wheeL It is in this belief that I am livmg in expecta* 
tion of the return <tf prosperity to my husbands ? That cause 
which bringeth on victory, may bring defeat as welL I live in 
this hope. Why dost thou not, O Bhimasena, regard me as <me 
dead/ I have heard that persons that give may beg; that they 
who slay may be slain ; and that they who overthrow others 
may themselves be overthrown by foes. Nothing is difficult 
tot Destiny and none can over-ride Destiny. It is for this 
that I am awaiting the return of favorable fortune. As a tank, 
once dried, is filled up <mce again, so, hoping for a change 
for the bett^, I await the return of prosperity. When one's 
business that hath been well provided for is seen to be firus^ 
bated, a truly wise person should never strive for bringing back 
good fiurtuno. Plunged as I am in sorrow, asked or unasked by 
tiiee to explain the purpose of these words fqpoken by me, I shall 
tell thee everything. Que^i of the sons of Pandu and daoghb* 
er (tf Drupada^ who else, save myself would wish to liv^ havi* 
ing fedlen into sudi a plight ? refsressor of foes, this miseiy, 
therefore, that hath overtaken me, hath really humiliated the 
entire Euru race, the P&nchalas, and the sons of PSndu ! Sur^ 

* What Draupadi means is that instead of passing her days in joy 
and happiness, instead of being able to^wish time to be stationary with 
her> she is obliged, in consequence of her misery, to wish time to pass 
off quickly.— T. 
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i^unded by numerous brothers and fathers-in-law and sons, what 
other woman having such cause for joy, save myself, would be 
Inflicted with such woe ? Surely, I must, in my childhood, have 
committed some act highly oflfensive to Dhdtri, through whose 
^gpleasure, O bull of the Bharata race, I have been visited 
with such consequences ! Mark, O son of F&ndu, the palour that 
hath come over my complexion, which not even a life in the 
woods fraught as it was with .extreme misery, could bring ab-» 
put! Thou, Fritha'sson, knowest what happiness, O Bhimay 
,was formerly mine ! Even I, who was such, have now sunk into 
servitude ! Sorely distressed, I can find no rest ! That the 
mighty-armed and terrible bowman, Dhananjaya the son of 
Prithi, should now live like a fire that hath been put out, maketh 
me think of all this as attributable to Destiny ! Suroly, sort 
of Pritha, it is impossible for men to understand the destinies of 
creatures (in this world). I, therefore, think this downfall of 
yours as something that could not be averted by forethought; 
Alas, she who hath you all that resemble Indra himself to at- 
tend to her comforts-— even she, so chaste and exalted, hath now 
to attend to the comforts of others, of others that are by far heir 
'inferiors in rank ! Behold, O Fandava, my plight ! It is wha6 
I do not deserve ! Ye are alive, yet behold this inversion of 
•order that time hath brought ! She who had the whole Earth 
to the verge of the sea under her control, is now under the 
control of Sudeshna and living in fear of her ! She who had de- 
pendants to walk both before and behind her, alas, now herself 
walketh before and behind Sudeshna ! This, Eaunteya, ia 
' another grief of mine that is intolerable ! O, listen to it ! Sh^ 
who had never, save for Eunti, pounded unguents even for het 
own use, now, good betide thee, poundeth sandal ( for •thers) | 
O Kaunteya, behold these hands of mine which were not so be- 
fore !' Saying thiis, she showed him her hands marked with corns. 
And she continued, — ^'She who had never feared Kunti herself 
nor thee and thy brothers, now standeth in fear before Virata 
as a slave, anxious of what that king of kings may say unto 
' her regarding the proper preparation of the unguents, for 
Matsya liketh not sandal pounded by others ? " 

Yaigampayana continued,---"Relating her woes thus, Q 
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K&TBiA, unto Bhimasena, Eruftmi began to Bilently weep, 
easting her eyes on Bhima ! And then, with words choked 
in tears, and sighing repeatedly, she addressed Bhima in these 
w<nds, powerfully stirring his heart,^*'SignaI, O Bhima, musfi 
bave been my o£^ce of old unto the gods, — ^for, unftnrtunate 
as I am, I am yet alive, when, O P&ndava, I should die f '' 

Vaifampayina continued. — ^'''Hien that sl^er of hostile he^ 
Toes, Yrikodara, covering his faoe with those delicate hands 
of his wife marked with corns, began to weep. And that 
mighty son of Eunti, holding the hands of Draupadi in his^ 
shed copious teara And afflicted with great woe, he epcAA 
tiiese w(»ds. ** 

Thus ends the tw^tieth Section in the Kiehaka-badha of 
the Vir&ta Parva. 



Section XXI. 

( Kichahorbadha Parva continued. ) 

''Bhima said, — ^^e on the might of my arms and fie on the 
V^^mdiva of F&lguna, inasmuch as thy hands, red before, have 
now become covered witJi ccnms ! I would have caused a CMmage 
in VhAta'is court but for the fact that Kunti's son eyed me (by 
*ray of forbidding it.) Or, like a mighty elephant, I would, with- 
out ado, have crushed the head of Eidiaka intoxicated witli the 
pride <^ sorefeignty. When, O Krishnl, I beheld thee kidced 
by EiehdLa, I conceived at that instant a wholesale slaughter 
Df the Matcfyas. Tudhishthira, however, forbade me by a gIanoe» 
Imd, O beauteous lady, understanding his intention I have 
kept quiet ! That we have been dqnived of our kingdom, tibat 
t have not yet slain the Eurus, that I hBrre not yet taken 
the heads of Suyodhana^ and Eama, »id Suvala's son Cakuni, 
and the wicked Dus^usana^—these acts and omissions, O lady, are 
consuming every limb of mine. The tliought of those abides in 
my keart like a javdin implanted in it ! O thou of graceful hips, 
do not sacrifice virtue and, O noble-hearted lady, subdue thy 
wrath ! If king Judhishthira hear firom liiee such rebukeai, be 
will surely put an end to his life ! If also Dhananjaya and Ute 
iwins hear thee speak thus, even they will renounce life 1 . And 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



,iniuLTAPABya4 51 

ff these, slender-waisted maiden, give up life, I also shall 
not be able to bear my own t In olden days Sarjati's dwigfatei^ 
the beautiful Sukany&, followed into the forest Chyavana of 
Bbrigu's race, whose mind was under complete control, and over 
whom, while engaged in ascetic meditation, the ants had bvdlt 
• hilL Thou mayst have heard that Indraseni also who la 
beauty was like unto NWrB/ycmi herself, followed her husband 
•ged a thousand years. Thou mayst also have heard that Jana« 
ka's daughter, Sia, the princess of Vklelm, followed her tori 
wlule living in dense woods. And that lady of graceful hips^ 
Bama^s beloved wife, afflicted with caUunities and persecuted by 
the Bitahasa, at length regained the company of Rama. LotA* 
mudA also, O timid one, endued with youth and beauty, followed 
Agaityak renouncing all the objects of enjoyment unattainable by 
men. And tiie intelligent and faultless S&vitri also followed the 
beroic Satyavan the son of Dyumatsena, alone into the w<»rld <^ 
Yama ! Even like these chaste and beautiful ladies that I have 
named, tibou, O blessed girl, bloomest with every virtue! 
Do iAum spend a short while more that is measured by even 
% half month ! And when the thirteenth year is complete, 
fchou wilt (again) become the Queen regnant of a king f Hear** 
ing these words, Draupadi said, — 'Unable, O Bhima, to bear 
my grie&, it is from grief alone that I have shed these tears ! 
I do not censure Tudhishthira ! Nor is there any use in dwell* 
ing on the past. O Bhiina of mighty strength, come quickly 
forward to the work of the hour ! O Bhima, Eaikeyi, jealous 
of my beauty, always pains me by her endeavours to prevent 
the king from taking a fancy to me! And understanding 
this disposition of hers, the wicked-souled Eichaka of immoral 
ways, constantly solicits me himself! Angry with him for this, 
but then suppressbg my wrath, I answer that wretch deprived 
of sense by lust, saying, — Kichaka, protect thyself I I am 
Ihe beloved queen and wife of five Oandharvas. Those heroes 
in wrath wUl day thee that c^t so rash ! — ^Thus addressed, 
Kidiaka of wicked soul replies unto me, saying,—/ have not 
Ihe least fea/r of the Oandharvas, Savrindhri of ^weet 
smiles! I wiU slay a hwn^ed thousand Ga/ndharvasen^^ 
countering them in battle ! Therefore, timid one, do thou 
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consent /—Hearing all this, I again addresded the lust-afflicteS 
JSuta, saying, — Thou art no match for those iUustriovs Gan^ 
dhoATvas ! Of respectable parentage and good disposition, I 
tver adhere to virtue and never wish for the dmth of any 
one. It is for this that thou livest, Kichaka ! — ^At this, tbafe 
wight of wicked soul burst out into a loud laughter. And it came 
to pass that Eaikeyi previously urged by Kichaka^ and moved 
by affection for her brother, and desirous of doing him a good 
turn, despatched me to him, saying, — Do thou, Savrindhri, 
fetch wine from Kichaka's qua/rters I On beiholding me the 
Suta's son at first addressed me in sweet words, and when that 
fedled, he became exceedingly enraged, and intended to use 
violence. Understanding the purpose of the wicked Eicbaka^ 
I speedily rushed towards the place where the king was. Fell« 
ing me on the ground the wretch then kicked me in the veiy 
presence of the king himself and before the eyes of Eanka and 
many others, including charioteers, and royal fiivorites, and 
elephant-riders, and citizens. I rebuked the king and Eanka 
again and again. The king, however, neither prevented 
Kichaka, nor inflicted any chastisement on bim. The principal 
ally of long YirS^ta in war, the cruel Kichaka refb of virtue 
is loved by both the king and the queen. O exalted one, brave, 
proud, sinful, adulterous, and engrossed in all objects of enjoy* 
ment, he eameth immense wealth (firom the king), and robs the 
possessions of others even if they cry in distress ! And he never 
walketh in the path of virtue, nor doeth he any virtuous act* 
Of wicked soul, and vicious disposition, haughty and villainous^ 
and always afflicted by the shafts of Kama, though replused 
repeatedly, if he sees me agsdn, he will outrage me ! I shioll 
then surely renounce my life ! Although striving to acquire* 
virtue, (on my death) your highly meritorious acts will come 
to naught ! Te that are now obeying your pledge, ye will^ 
lose your wife ! By protecting one's wife, one's offspring are 
protected, and by protecting one's offspring, one's own self is 
protected. And it is because one begets one's own self in one's, 
wife that the wife is called Jay a* by the wise. The husband 

♦ Jdi/aU asyai^h e. She from whom one is bom.— J, . ^ 
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also sbould 1)6 , protected by the wife, thinking,— JIbto cfoe" 
vyUZ he take Tiia birth in my womb ? — I have heard it from 
Br&hmanas expounding the duties of the several orders, that 
a Elshatriya hath no other duty than subduing enemies^ 
Alas, Eichaka kicked me in the very presence of Tudhishthira 
the just, and also of thyself, O Bhimasena of mighty strength ! 
It was thou, O Bhima, that didst deliver me from the terrible 
Jat&sura ! It was thou also that, with thy brothers, didst Tan-* 
quish Jayadratha ! Do thou now slay this wretch also who bath 
insulted me ! Presuming upon his being a favorite of, the 
king, Elichaka, O Bharata, hath enhanced my woe ! Do thou» 
therefore, smash this lustful wight even like an earthea 
pot dashed upon a stone ! If, O Bh&rata, to-morrow's sun sheds 
his rays upon him who is the source of many griefs of minOj: 
I shall, surely, mixing poison (with some drink), drink it up,— v 
for I never shall yield to Kichaka I Far better it were, (X 
Bhima, that I should die before thee I' " 

Vai^ampayana continued. — " Having said this, Krishna,j 
hiding her face in Bhima's breast, began to weep. An4 
Bhima, embracing her, consoled her to the best of his power« 
And having abundantly consoled that slender- waisted daughter 
of Drupada by means of words fraught with grave reason and 
sense, he wiped with his hands her face flooded with tears; 
And thinking of Kichaka, and licking with his tongue thOr 
comers of his mouth, Bhima, filled with wrath, thus spake ta 
that distressed lady. " 

Thus ends the twenty-first Section in the Eichaka-badha of^ 
the Virata Farvsu 



Section XXII. 

( KichaJca-badha Parva continued. ) 

'< ** Bhima said, — *I will, O timid one, do even as thou say^ 
est. I will presently slay Kichaka with all his friends. O- 
iT&jnaseni of sweet smiles, to-morrow evening, renouncing 
flOTrow and grief, manage to have a meeting with Kichaka l! 
The dancing-hall that the king of the Matsyas hath caused ta 
be erected is used by the girls for dancing during the day^i 
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TBese repair, however, to theSx homea at night. There in thaft 
hall, is an excellent and well-plaoed wooden bed-stead. Even 
theie I will make him see the sphits of his deceased grand* 
sires! Bot^ O beaatifol one, when thou holdest converse with 
him^ thoa must manage it so that others may not espy theel"' 
Vai^amp&yaaa continued-^'' Havii^ thns conversed with 
each other, and shed tears in grief, they waited tor the dawn 
of that n^ht with patnAil impatience. And when the n^h6 
liad passed away, Eidiaka^ rising in the morning, went to 
the palace, and accosted Draupadi, sayingy-^Throwing thee 
down in the ooort I kicked tiiee in the presence of the king« 
Attacked by my mighty bM, thou oouldst not obtain protection. 
TloB Viitta is in name only the king of the Mateyas. Com« 
uanding the forces of this realm, it is I who am the real lord 
of the Matsyas. Do thou, O timid one, accept me cheerfully I 
I shall become tiiy slave i And, O thou of graceful hips, I 
will immediately give thee a hundred niakkoi, and engage a 
hundred male and a hundred female servants (to tend thee), 
and will also bestow on thee cars yoked with die^mules. O 
timid lady, let our union take place f Draupadi repliedy— 'O 
Kichaka^ know even tiliis is my condition! Ndther thy 
liriends n<a thy lu^others should know thy union with me. I am 
iti terror of detection by those illustrious Gandharvas ! Pro* 
ttuse me this, and I yield to thee f Hearing this, Eichaka 
Uttd,*— 1 will, O thou of graceful hips, do even as thou sayest I 
Afflicted by the god of love, I will, beauteous damsel» 
alone repair to Hhy abode for union with I2iee, O thou of thighs 
round and tapering as the trunks of the plantain,-H»> that those 
G andharvas, effulgent as the sun, may not come to know of 
this act of thine T Draupadi satd,'--*^Do thou, when it is dark» 
go to the dandng-hail erected by the king of the Matsyas 
where the girls dance during the day, repairing to their res* 
peetive homes at night. The Gandharvas do not know that 
j^laoe. We shall then, without doubt, escape all censure !' " 

Yai^Unpiyana continued— ''Beflectmg <m the subject of 
her conversation witii Eichaka, that half a day seemed to 
Srishni as long as a whole month. And the stupid Eichaka 
ateo, not knowing that it was Death that had assumed the form 
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0f n, Sairindhri, returning faome« experienced the greatest de^ 
light And deprived of sense by lust, Eichaka became speedily 
Engaged in embellidiing his person with unguents and garlands 
and ornaments. And while he was dcnng all this, thinking 
of that damsel of liaige eyes, the day seemed to him to be 
without an end. And the beauty of Kichaka, who was about 
to forsake his beauty tot ever, seemed to heighten, like the 
widk of a burning lamp about to expire. And reposing the 
fullest ocmfidenoe in Draupadi, Kiehaka^ deprived of his senses 
by Ittst^ and absorbed in the contemplation of the expected 
meeting, did not even perceive that the day had departed* 
Meanwhile, the beautiful Draupadi approaching her hudxaid 
Bhima of the Euru race, stood before him in the kitchen* 
And tiiat lady with tresses endii^ in beautiful curls then spake 
imto him, saying,-— 'O ehastiser of foes, even as thou hadsb 
directed, I have givaii Eicbaka to understand that our meet* 
sng will take {dace in the dancing-halL Alone will be oom^ 
at night to the empty ball Slay him there, O thou of mighty 
flxms ! Do thou, son of Eunti^ repair to that dancing-hal^ 
«nd take the li£a, O I%ndava> of Eichaka, that son of a SuUh 
intoxicated with vanity! From vanity alone, tibat son of a 
Swta di^ts tiie Qandharvas ! O best of smiters^ lift him 
tip fiom the earth ey^ as Erishna had lifted up the N&ga 
XEiliya) from the Yamun&.* O F&ndava, afflicted as I am 
.withgriei^ wipe thou my tearcf, and, blessed be thou, protect thy 
own honor and that of thy race f '* 

i *'Bhima said^ — ^'Welcome, O beauteous lady ! Except the 
(jfind ti<fing;B thou bringest me, I need, O thou of exceeding 
beauty* no oUmt akl whatevw ! The delight that I Ml, thou 
«f great beauly, on hearing from thee about my c<mung ^icount* 
eat with Eidiaka^ is equal to what I felt in slaying Hidunva I 
I swear unto ihte by Truth, by my broth^cB, and by mora* 
.lity, that I will slay Eidiakaevra as the lord of the celestials 
•slew Yritnk Whether aacretly or cqpenly I will crush Eicbakm 
and if the Matsyas fight for him, then I will surely slay them 

* Some texts read, VUiMm n&g<i^vodiara^i. e. 'Asaa alqpbant Hflts 
.«ip a t^iria trait.' 
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too ! And slaying Duiyodhana afterwards, I shall win back ther 
6arth. Let Yudhishthira the son of Kunti continue to pay 
bomage unto the king of Matsya !' Hearing these words o£ 
Bhima, Draupadi said, — 'Inorder that, O lord, thou mayst noti 
have to renounce the truth already pledged to me, do thou^ 
O hero, slay Kichaka in secret T Bhima replied, — *I shall, O 
timid one, do even as thou sayest ! Even to-day I shall sla/ 
Kichaka together with his friends ! Unknown to others during' 
the darkness of the night, I shall, O faultless lady, crush, 
even as an elephant crusheth a vela fruit, the head of the wick-* 
ed Kichaka who wisheth for what is unattainable by him I' " 

Yaifampayana continued. — "Repairing first to the place of 
assignation at night, Bhima sat down, disguising himself 
And he waited there in expectation of Elichaka, like a lion 
lying in wait for a deer. And Kichaka, having embellished hid 
person as he chose, came to the dancing-hall at the appointed 
time in the hope of meeting PanchalL And thinking of the 
assignation, he entered the chamber. And having entered that 
hall enveloped in deep gloom, that wretch of wicked soul came 
upon Bhima of incomparable prowess, who had come a little 
before, and who was waiting in a comer. And as an insect 
spproacheth towards a flaming fire, or as a puny animal, to* 
wards a lion, Elichaka approached Bhima lying down on the bed, 
burning in anger at the thought of the insult offered to Krishn3, 
as if he were the Suta's Death. And having approached Bhima^ 
Kichaka, possest by lust, and his heart and soul filled with ecstacy, 
smilingly said, — *0 Thou of pencilled eye-brows, to thee I have 
already given many and various kinds of wealth firom th^ 
stores earned by me, as well as a hundred maids and many 
fine robes, and also a mansion with an inner apartment adorn- 
ed with beauteous and lovely and youthful maid-servants and 
embellished by every kind of sports and amusements! And 
having set all those apart for thee, I have speedily come hither. 
.And all of a sudden, women have begun to praise me, saying,-** 
There i8 not in this world another person like unto thee in 
heaviy and dress V — ^Hearing this, Bhima said — 'It is well that 
(^ thou art handsome, and it is well that thou praisest thyself. I 
think, however, that thou badst never before this such pleasurable 
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touch ! Thou hast an acute touch, and knowest the ways of 
gallantly 1 Skilled in the art of love-making, thou art a 
favorite with women. There is none like thee in this world ! ' " 
Vai^ampayana continued. — "Saying this, that son of Kunti, 
the mighty-armed Bhima of terrible prowess, suddenly rose 
up, and laughingly said, — ^T?hy sister, wretch, shall to-day 
behold thee dragged by me to the ground, like a mighty ele« 
phant, huge as a mountain, dragged to the ground by a lion ! Thy- 
self slain, Sairivdhri will live in peace, and we, her husbajids, 
will also live in peace 1' Saying this, the mighty Bhima seized 
Eichaka by the hairs of his head which were adorned with gar- 
lands. And thus jsieized with force by the hair, that foremost 
of mighty persons, Kichaka, quickly fireed his hair, and grasp- 
^ the arms of Bhima. And then between those lions among 
men fired with wrath, between that chief of the Eic]^aka clan^ 
and that best of men, there ensued a hand-to-hand encounter, 
like that between two powerful elephants for a female .elephant 
in the season of spring, or like that which happened in days of 
yore between those lions among monkeys, the brothers Vali 
and Sugriva. And both equally infuriate and both eager for 
victory, both those combatants raised their arms resembling 
snakes furnished with five hoods, and attacked each other with 
their nails and teeth, wKought up to a firenzy of wrath. Impetu- 
ously assailed by the powerful Eichaka in that encounter, the 
resolute Bhima did not waver a single step. And locked 
in each other's embraces and dragging each other, they fought 
on like two mighty bulls. And having nails and teeth for 
their weapons, the enconunter between them was fierce and 
terrible like that of two furious tigers. And felling each other 
down by means of their arms, and seizing each other in fwry, 
'they encountered each other like a couple of elephants with 
rent temples. And the mighty Bhima then seized Eichaka, 
and Elichaka, that foremost of strong persons, threw Bhima 
down with violence. And as those mighty combatants fought 
on, the crash of their arms produced a loud noise that resem- 
. bled the clatter of splitting bamboos. Then Vrikodara, throw- 
ing Eichaka down by main force within the. room, began to 
toss him about furiously even as a hurricane tosseth a tree, And 

[8] 
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attacked thus in battle by the powerful Bhima, Eichaka grew 
weak, and began to tremble. For all that, however, he 
tugged at the Huxdava to the best of his power. And attacking 
Bhima^ tuid making him wav^ a little, the mighty Kichaka 
struck him with his knees and brought him down to the ground* 
And overthrown by the powerful Eiehaka, Bhima quickly 
rose up, like Tama himself vrith mace in hand. And thus 
that powerful Siita and the Pandava, intoxicated vrith strength 
and challenging each other, grappled with each other at mid*- 
night in that solitary place. And as they roared at each othef 
in wrath, that excellent and strong edifice began to shake 
every moment. And slapped <mi the chest by the mighty 
Bhima, Eichaka fired with wrath moved not a single pace. 
And bearing for a moment only that (Hislaught incapable of 
being borne on earth, the SuUa, overpowered by Bhima's might, 
became enfeebled. And seeing him waning weak, Bhima en- 
dued with great strength forcibly drew Eichaka towards his 
breast, said began to press him hard. And breathing hard again 
and again in wrath, that best of vict(Mrs> Yrikodara, forcibly 
seized Eichaka by the hair. And having seized Eichaka^ 
the mighty Bhima began to roar like a hungry tiger that hath 
killed a large animal. And finding him exceedingly exhausted, 
Vrikodara bound him fast with his arms, as one binds a beast 
with a cord. And then Bhima began for a long while, to whirl the 
Benseless Eichaka, who began to roar firightfully like a broken 
trumpet.* And in order to pacify ErishnS's wrath, Vrikodara 
grasped Eichaka's throat with his arms and began to squeeze 
it. And assailing with his knees the waist of that worst 
of the Eichakas, all the limbs of whose body had been 
broken into fragments and whose eye-lids were closed, Vri* 
kodara slew him, as one would slay a beast. And beholding 
Eichaka entirely motionless, the son of Fandu began to roll 
him about on the ground. And Bhima then said, — ^'Slajdng this 
wretch who had intended to violate our wife, — ^this thorn in the 
side of Sairindhri, I am fireed from the debt I owed to my 

* Veri means poth a keule-drum and a trumpet. The latter however 
conveys a better meaning here.— T. 
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brotlieT, and have attained perfect peace! And having said 
this, that foremost of men, with eyes red in wrath, relinquish- 
ed his hold of Eichaka, whose dress and ornaments had been 
thrown oflf his person, whose eyes were rolling, and whose 
body was yet trembling. And that foremost of mighty per- 
sons squeezing his own hands, and biting his lips in rage, again 
attacked his adversary and thrust bis arms and legs and 
neck and head into his body like the wielder of the Pindka 
reducing into a shapeless mass the deer, which form Sacrifice 
bad assumed in order to escape his ire. And having crushed 
idl his limbs, and reduced him into a ball of flesh, the mighty 
Bhimasena showed him unto Krishna. And endued witb 
mighty energy, that hero then addressed Draupadi, thab 
foremost of bU women, saying, — ^'Come, O princess of Fanchala, 
and see what hath become of that lustful wretch !' And 
«aying this, Bhima of terrible prowess began to press with 
his feet the body of that wicked wight. And lighting a torch 
then, and showing Draupadi the body of Eichaka> that her(> 
«uidressed her, saying, — ^'O Thou of tresses en<Eng in beautiful 
curls, those that solicit thee endued as thou art with an 
excellent disposition and every virtue, are slain by me even 
as this Eichaka hath been, O timid oneT And having 
accomplished that difficult task so highly agreeable to Krishna, 
*— having, indeed, slain Kichaka and thereby pacified his wrath, 
Bhima bade farewell to Krishna the daughter of Drupada, 
and quickly went back to the kitchen. And Draupadi also, 
that best of women, having caused Kichaka to be slain, had 
her grief removed and experienced the greatest delight. And 
addressing the keepers of the dancing-hall, she said, — 'Come 
ye and behold ! Eachaka vdio had lusted after other people's 
wives lieth down here, slain by my Grandharva husbands !' And 
hearing these words, the guards of the dancing-hall, soon came 
by thousands to that spot, torches in hand. And repairing to that 
room, they beheld the lifeless Kichaka thrown on the ground, 
drenched with blood. And beholding him without arms and legs, 
they were filled with grief. And as they gazed at Kichaka, they 
^ere struck with amazement. And seeing that superhuman act, 
^i^., — the overthrow of Kichaka, they said, — 'Where is his 
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neck, and where are his legs V And beholding him in thii9 
plight, they all concluded that he had been killed by a Gan- 
dharva. " 

Thus ends the twenty-second Section in the Kichaka-badha 
of the Virata Parva. 



Section XXIII. 
( Kichaka-badha Parva continued. ) 

Yaifampayana sidd.-*" Then all the relatives of Eichaka^. 
arriving at that place, beheld him there and begim to wail 
aloud, surrounding him on all sides. And beholding Eichaka 
with every limb mangled, and lying like a tortoise dragged toi 
dry ground from the water, all of them were overcome with 
exceeding fright and the bristles of their bodies stood on end*. 
And seeing him crushed all over by Bhima, like a Danava by- 
Indra, they proceeded to take him outside, for performing his; 
funeral obsequies And then those persons of the 8via clan; 
thus assembled together espied Erishnir of &ultless limbs hard 
by, who stood reclining on a pillar. And all the Kichakaa 
assembled there, exclaimed, — ^'Let this unchaste woman be 
slain for whom Eichaka hath himself lost his life I Or, with- 
out slaying her here, let us cremate her with him that had. 
lusted after her, — ^for it behoveth us to accomplish in every 
way what is agreeable to that deceased son of a StUat 
And then they addressed Virita^ saying, — *It is for her saka> 
that Eichaka hath lost his life. Let him, therefore, be cre-^ 
mated along with her ! It behoveth thee to grant this per-^ 
mission !' — Thus addressed by them, king Virilta, O monarchy 
knowing fiiU well the prowess of the Sntas^ gave his assent to the 
Savrindhri'8 being burnt along with the Suta^a son.. And at 
this, the Eichakas, approaching the frightened and stupefied 
Erishn^ of lotus-like eyes, seized her with violence. And binding 
that damsel of slender-waist and placing her upon the bier, they, 
set out with great energy towards cemetery.. And, king, while 
thus forcibly carried towards the cemetery by those sons of the 
Suta tribe, the blameless and chaste Erishni living under the 
protection of her lords,, then wailed aloud for the help of her bus-* 
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bands, sa3ring, — 'Oh, let Jaya, and Jayanta, and Vijaya, and Jayat- 
aena, and Jayadvala, listen to my words ! The Svias are taking 
me away ! Let those illustrious Gandharvas endued with speed 
of hand, the clatter of whose cars is loud and the twang of 
whose bowstrings in the midst of the m^hty conflict are heard 
like the roar of thunder, listen to my words, — ^the Sutas are 
taking me away !* '* 

Yaigampayima continued — ^'^ Hearing those sorrowful words 
and lamentations of Erishn&, Bhima, without a moment'^ 
Ireflection started up from his bed, and said, — ^'I have heard^ 
O Sairvndhri, the words thou hast spoken ! Thou hast, there-- 
fore, O timid lady, no more fear at the hands of the Sutas !* " 

Ydfampayana continued. — ^" Having said this, the mighty- 
armed Bhima, desirous of slaying the Eichakas, began to swell 
Ids body. And carefully changing his attire, he went out of 
the palace by a wrong egress.^ And climbing over a wall by 
the aid of a tree, he proceeded towards the cemetery whither 
the Eichakas had gone. And having leapt over the wall, and 
gone out of the excellent city, Bhima impetuously rushed to* 
where the Svdasvrere. And, O monarch, proceeding towards 
the funeral pyre he beheld a large tree, tall as a palmyra-palm,; 
with gigantic shoulders and withered top. And that slayer of; 
foes, grasping with his arms that- tree measuring ten Vydmas, 
uprooted it, even like an elephant, and placed it upon his 
shoulders. And taking up that tree with trunk and branches, 
and measuring ten Vyamas, that mighty hero rushed towards 
the 8uta9i like Yama himself, mace in hand And by the 
impetus of his rush,* banians and peepals and Kin^ukaa falling 
down on earth lay in clusters; And beholding that Gandharva 
approach them like alien in. fury, all the Sutas tremblings 
with fear and greatly distressed, became panic-struck.. And 
they addressed each other, saying, — *Lo, the powerful Gan-. 
dharva cometh hither, filled with rage, and with an upraised tree^ 
in hand ! Let Sairindhri, therefore., from whom this danger 
of ours hath arisen be set free !' — ^And beholding the tree that 
bad been uprooted by Bhimasena, they set Draupadi free and 

-*^Lit. force of his thigha.— T,, 
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ran breathlessly towards the city. And seeing them run away, 
Bhima, that mighty son of the Wind-god, despatched, O fore- 
most of kings, by means of that tree, a hundred and five at 
them unto the abode of Yama» like the wielder of the thunder- 
bolt slaying the D&navas. And setting Draupadi firee from 
her bonds, he then, O king, comforted her. And that mighty- 
armed and irrepressible Yrikodara, the son of Pandu, then ad- 
dressed the distressed princess of Pinchala with face bathed in 
tears, saying, — 'Thus, O timid one, are they slain that wrong 
thee without cause ! Betum, O Erishni, to the city ! Thou 
hast no longer any fear; I myself will go to Virata's kitchen 
by another route !* " 

Yai^ampayana continued. — ^'It was thus, Bharata, that 
a hundred and five of those Eichakas were slain. And their 
corpses lay on the ground, making the place look like a great 
forest overspread with uprooted trees after a hurricane. Thus 
fell those hundred and five Kichakas ! And including YirHta's 
general slain before, the sfaughtered Sutds numbered one 
hundred and six. And beholding that exceedingly wonderful 
feat, men and women were assembled together, filled with 
astonishment. And the power of speech, Bhbata, was 

suspended in every one. " 

• 

Thus ends the twenty-third Section in the Eichaka-badha of 
ihe Vir&ta Farva. 



Section XXIV. 
( Kichakorbadha Pa/rva continued. ) 

Vaifampayana said. — ** And beholdmg the SiUaa slain, the 
citizens went to the king, and represented unto him what had 
iiappened, saying, — ^*0 king, those mighty sons of the Stutcut have 
all been slain by the Qandharvas ! Indeed, they lie scattered 
6n the earth like huge peaks of mountains riven by thunder. 
Savrindhri also, having been set free, retumeth to thy palace in 
the city! Alas, king, if Sairindhri cometh, thy entire 
kingdom will be endangered! Sairindhri is endued with 
great beauty ; the Gandharvas also are exceedingly powerful* 
Men again, without doubt, are naturally sensual ! Devise, there- 
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fore, O king, without delay, such means that in consequence of 
wrongs dcme to Sairindhri, thy kingd<Hn may not meet with 
destruction T Hearing those words of theirs, Virata^ that lord 
of hosts, said unto them, — ^Do ye perform the last rites of 
the Siitas ! Let all the Kichakas be burnt in one blazing pyre 
with gems and fragrant unguents in jHr^rfusion 1' And filled 
with fear, the king then addressed his queen Sudeshni, say- 
ing, — 'When ^vriridH comes back, do thou tell her these 
words from me, — Meaaed be thou, fair-faced Savrindhrlt 
Go thou whithersoever thou, likestl The king hath been 
alarmed, thou of graceful hyps, at the defeat already ea> 
perieTiced at the hands of the OandharvasI Protected w 
thou art by the Gandharvas, I da/re not personally say 
all this to thee I A woman, however, cannot offend, and it 
is for tids that I teU thee all this throv^h a wom/in !* " 

Vaifampayana continued. — ^"Thus delivered by Bhimasena 
after the slaughter of the Sutcts, the intelligent and youthful 
Erishni relieved from all her fears, washed her limbs and 
clothes in water, and i»roceeded towards the city, like a doe 
frightened by a tigar. And beholding her, the citizens, O 
king, aflSicted with the fear of the Qandharvas, fled in all 
directions. And some of them went so far as to shut their eyes; 
And then, O king, at the gate of the kitch^i, the princess of 
F&nchala saw Bhimasena staying like an infuriate elephant 
of gigantic proporticms. And looking upon him with wonder-^ 
expanded eyes, Draupadi by means of words intelligible to 
them alone, said, — 'I bow unto that prince of the Qandharvas» 
who hath rescued me !' At these words of hers, Bhima said,— 
^Hearing these words of hers in obedience to whom those 
persons were hitherto living in the city, they will henceforth 
range here, regarding themselves as freed from the debt/ "* 

Vaicampiyana continued.**'' Then she beheld the mighty* 
armed Dhananjaya, in the dancing-hall instructing king 
Virata's daughters in dancing. And issuing with Arjuna from 

^ What Bhima says is this, — The (Qandharvas, yonr husbands, are^ 
always obedient to thee ! If they have been able to do thee a service/ 
they have only repaid a'd^bt— 7, 
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the dancing-hall, all those damsels came to Erishn& who haj 
arrived there, and who had been persecuted so sorely, all inno* 
cent though she was. And they said,— 'By good luck, it is, 
Sairivdhri, that thou hast been delivered firom thy dangers ! 
By good luck it is that thou hast returned safe. And by good 
luck also it is that those Sutas have been slain that had wrong* 
•ed thee, innocent though thou art f Hearing this, Vrihannalt 
said, — ^*How hast thou, O Sairindhri, been delivered ? And 
' how have those sinful wretches been slain ? I wish to learn all 
thiB firom thee exactly as it fell out! SairindJiri replied^ 
^—'0 blessed Vrihannali, always passing thy days happily in the 
tkpartments of the girls, what concern hast thou with ISai* 
rindhri'a fate to say ? Thou hast no grief to bear that 8ai^ 
dhri hath to bear ! It is for this, that thou askest me thu% 
distressed as I am, in ridicule 1' Thereat Yrihannala said, — 'O 
blessed one, Yrihannali also hath unparalleled sorrows of her 
own ! She hath become as low as a brute. Thou dost not, O 
girl, understand thia I have lived with thee, and thou too 
bast lived with us I When, therefore, thou art afflicted with 
misery, who is it that will not, O thou of beautiful hips, fed 
it ? But no one can completely read another's heart. Therefore 
it is, O amiable one, that thou knowest not my heart !' " 

Vaiijampayana continued. — ^"'Then Draupadi, accompanied 
by those girls entered the royal abode, desirous of appearing 
before Sudesbna. And when she came before the queen, Yir&ta's 
wife addressed her at the ccmimand of the king, saying, — 'Do 
thou, O Sairindhri, speedily go whithersoever thou likest ! 
The king, good betide thee, bath been filled with fear at this 
discomfiture at the hands of the Qandhaxvas ! Thou art, O 
thou of graceful eye-brows, young, and unparalleled on earth 
in beauty ! Thou art, besides, an object of desire with men. The 
Oandharvas, again, are exceedingly wrathful !' Thereat jSai* 
Tindhri said, — 'O beauteous lady, let the king suffer me to 
live here for only thirteen days more 1 Without doubt, the 
Oandharvas also will be highly obliged at this. They will 
then convey me hence and do what would be agreeable to 
Virata. Without doubt, the king, by doing this, vrith his 
friends, reap great benefit. ' " 
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• Thus ends the twenty-fourth Section in the Kichaka-badha^* 
id the Virata Parva* 



Section XXV. 
( Qo^harana Parva, ) 

Valfampftyana said.— "At the slaughter of Eichaka and his 
l^rothers, people, O king, thinking of this terrible feat, were 
$lled with surprise. And in the city and the provinces it was 
generally bruited about that ' for bravery the king's Vallava and 
^chaka were both mighty warriors. The wicked Eichaka» 
however, had been an oppressor of men and a dishonorer of other 
people's wives. And it was for this that that wicked wight of 
sinful soul had been slain by the Gandharvas.' And it was thus, 
P king, that people began to speak, from province to province,** 
pf the invincible Eichaka, that slayer of hostile ranks. 

'' Meanwhile, the spies employed by Dhritarasbtra's son, 
^ving searched various villages and towns and kingdoms and 
done all that they had been commanded to do and completed 
^eir examination, in the manner directed, of the countries 
Indicated in their orders, returned to N&gapura, gratified with 
fit least one thing that they had leamt.^ And seeing Dhrita* 
rashtra's son king Duryodhana of the Euru race seated in his. 
eourt with Drona and Eama and Eripa, with the high-souled 
Bbishma, his own brothers, and those great warriors — the 
Trigartas, they addressed him, saying, — 'O lord of men, great 
hath been th^ care always bestowed by us in the search ^ter 
the sons of Pandu in that mighty forest ! Searched have we 
through the solitary wilderness abounding with deer and other 
iv«i"ift-1« and overgrown with trees and creepers of diverse kinds I 
Searched have we also in arbours of matted woods and plants 
and creepers of every species, but we have failed in discover^ 

f 

* * Kritd-krityA, Nilakantha explains thils to mean "imagining them- 
selves to have achieved success in their mission, " for having learnt of 
Kichaka's death, they could readly . divine the presence of the P&ndavas 
there. This is too far-fetched and does not at all agree with the spirit of 
their report to Duryodhana below. And then the same word occurs 
in the very last line of the Section. I take it that in both places the 
word has been used in the same sense.— 7*. 
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ing the track by which Prith&'s 80ds of irrepressible energy 
may have gone. Searched have we in these and other places' 
for their foot-prints ! Searched have we closely, O king, oa 
mountain tops and in inaccessible fisurtnesses, in various king* 
doms and provinces teeming with people, in encampments and 
cities ; no trace have we yet found of the sons of Pindu I 
Good betide thee, O bull among men, it seems that they have 
pCTished without leaving a mcurk behind ! O foremost of war« 
riors, although we followed in the track of those warriors, yet> 
O best of men, we so<m lost their foot*prints and do not know 
their present residence. O lord o! men, for some time wd 
followed in the wake of their charioteera And miJdng onr 
inquiries duly, we truly ascertained what we desired to know* 
O slayer of foes, the charioteers reached Dw&ravati without 
the sons of IVithi. lunong them* O king, neither the sons of 
Pandu, nor the chaste Krishni, are in that city of the Tadavas* 
O bull of the Bharata race, we have not been able to discover 
either their track or their present abode. Salutations to thee^ 
they are gone for good ! We are acquainted with the disposi* 
tion of the sons of P&ndu and know something of the feats 
achieved by them. It behoveth thee, therefore, O lord of men, 
to give us iostructions, O m(march, as to what we should next 
do in the search after the sons of Pandu ! O hero, listen alsa 
to these agreeable words of ours, promising great good to thee ! 
King Matsya's charioteer, Kichaka of wicked soul, by whom 
the Trigartas, O monarch, were repeatedly vanquished and 
slain with mighty force, now lieth low on the ground with all 
his brothers, slain, O monarch, by invisible Oandharvas during 
the hours of darkness, O thou of unfading glory ! Having heard 
this delightful news about the discomfiture of our enemies, wd 
have been exceedingly gratified, O Eauravya ! Do thou noir 
ordain what should next be done !' "* 

Thus ends the twenty-fifth Section in the Go-har^ia of the 
Virata Parva. 
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f Gp'harana Parva continued. ) 

Viu^ampay wa said. — '* Having listened to these words of 
Ms spies, kuig Duiyodbana reflected inwardly for sometimer 
iJid then addressed hk courtiers, saying,— 'It is difficult to 
nsc^rtain the course of events definitely. Discern ye all, there- 
fore, whither the sons of P&ndu have gone. Of this thirteenth 
year which they are to pass undiscovered by us all, tiie greater 
part hath already expired. What remains is by much the 
«maller. If« indeed, the sons of Findu can pass undiscovered 
what remams of this year, devoted to the vow of t^uth as they 
we, they will then have falfiUed their pledge. They will then 
return like mighty elephants with temporal juice trickling down^ 
or like snakes of virulent poison* Filled with wrath, they will, 
avithout doubt, be inflicters of terrible chastisement on the 
Kurus. It behoveth ye, therefore, to make such efforts without 
loss of time as may induce the sons of Pandu, acquainted as 
they are with the proprieties of time, and staying as they now 
are in painful disguise, to re-enter the woods suppressing 
their rage. Indeed, adopt ye such means as may remove all 
causes of quarrel and anxiety from the kingdom, making it 
tranquil and foeless and incapable of sustaining a diminution 
n>£ tetntwy* Hearing these words of Duryodhana, Kama 
taid, — ^Let oiHiex spies, abler and more cunning, and capable 
of aocomplishing their object, quickly go hence, O Bharata ! 
Xet them, well disguised, wander through swelling kingdoms 
jand populous provinces, prying into assemblies of the learned 
imd deHghtful retreats of ascetics ! In the inner apartments of 
palaces, in shrines and holy spots, in mines and diverse other 
.regions, the sons of Pandu should -be sesurched after with well- 
^dixiected eagerness. Let the sons of Pandu who are living in 
die^uiae be laearched after by well-skilled spies in laxge numbers, 
tdevoted to tj^ir work, themselves well-disguised, and all well 
^acquainted with the objects of their search. Let the search be 
]9(iade on the banks of rivers, in holy regions, in villages and towns, 
in retreats of asceticSp in delightful mountains and mountaia 
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caves.' When Kama ceaseci Douiyodhana's second brother 
Dusfasana, wedded to a smful disposition, then addressed his 
eldest brother and said, — '0 monarch, O lord of men, let those 
spies only in whom we have confidence, receiving their rewards 
in advance, once more go after the search. This and what else 
bath been said by Eima have our fullest approval Let altf 
the spies engage in the search according to the direction^ 
ahready given. Let these and others engage in the search from^ 
province to province according to approved rules. It is my 
belief, however, that the track the 'P&ndavas have followed 
or their present abode or occupation will not be discovered* 
Perhaps, they are closely concealed ; perhaps, they have gone to 
the oth^ side of the ocean ; or, perhaps, {»raud as they are of 
their strength and courage, they have been devoured by wild 
beasts; or, perhaps, having been overtaken by some unusual 
danger, they have perished for eternity. Therefore, O prince of 
the Euru race, dispelling all anxieties from thy heart, achieve 
what thou wilt, always acting according to thy energy T " 

Thus ends the twenty-sixth Section in the Go-harana oC 
theViAta Parva. 



Section XXVIL 

( Oo-harana Parva continued. ) 

Vaicampayana said. — "Endued with mighty energy and 
^possessed of great discernment, Drona then said, — ^Tersond 
like the sons of Pandu never perish nor undergo discomfiture. 
Brave and skilled in every science, intelligent and with senses 
tinder control, virtuous and grateful and obedient to the vir- 
tuous Yudhishthira, ever following in the wake of their eldest 
brother who is conversant with the conclusions of policy and 
virtue and profit, who is attached to them as a father, and wha 
strictly adhereth to virtue and is firm in truth, — ^persons likfe 
them that are thus devoted to their illustrious and royal brother; 
who, gifted with great intelligence, never injureth any body 
tmd who in his turn himself obeyeth his younger brotbers, nev^ 
perish in this way. Why, then, should not (Yudhishthira-) 
the son of Pritha, possessing a knowledge of policy, be able 
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Co rest<Mre the prosperity of brothers such as these that are so 
obedient and devoted and high-souled ? It is for this that they 
are carefully waiting for the arrival of their opportunity. Men 
such as these never perish. This is what I see by my intellect. 
Do, therefore, quickly and without loss of time, what should 
now be done, after proper reflection. And let also the abode 
which the sons of Pandu with souls under control as regards 
every purpose of life, are to occupy, be now settled Heroic 
and sinless and possessed of ascetic merit, the Pandavas are 
difficult to be discovered (within the period of non-disooveiy). 
Intelligent and possessed of every virtue, devoted to truth and 
versed in the principles of policy, endued with purity and 
holiness, and the embodiment of immeasurable energy, the son 
of Pritha is capable of consuming (his foes) by a glance alone 
of his eye* Eaiowing all this, do what is proper. Let u^ 
therefore, once more search after them, sending Brahmanas and 
Chdranas, ascetics crowned with success, and others of this 
kind who may have a knowledge of those heroes !' " 

Thus ends the twenty-seventh Section in the Go-harana of 
the Tirata Parva. 



Section XXVin. 

( Go'harana Parva continued. ) 

Yai^ampayana said. — ^* Then that grandsire of the Bha* 
ratas, Bhishma the son of Cantanu, conversant with the Veda% 
acquainted with the proprieties of time and place, and possess^ 
ing a knowledge of every duty of morality, after the conclu- 
sion of Drona's speech, applauded the words of the preceptO)r 
and spake unto the Bharatas, for their benefit, these words 
consistent with virtue, expressive of his attachment to the 
virtuous Yudhishthira, rarely spoken by men that are dishon-. 
est, and always meeting with the approbation of the honest. 
And the words that Bhishma spake were thoroughly impartial 
and worshipped by the wise. And the grandsire of the Kuruil 
said, — 'The words that the regenerate Drona acquainted with 
the truth of every affair hath uttered, are approved by ma I 
have no hesitation in saying so, Endued with every auspiciouB 
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mark, observant of virtuous vows, possessed of Vedic lore^ 
devoted to religious observances, conversant with various sciences, 
obedient to the counsels of the aged, adhering to the vow of 
truth, acquainted with the proprieties of time, observant of 
the pledge they have given (in respect of their exile), pure in 
their behaviour, ever adhering to the duties of the Eshatriya 
order, always obedient to Ee^ava, high-souled, possessed of 
great strength, and ever bearing the burthens of the wise, 
those heroic ones can never wither under misfortune. Aided 
by their own energy, the sons of Pindu who are now leadin{^ 
a life of concealment in obedience to virtue, will surely never 
t>eridi« It is even this that my mind surmiseth. Therefore^ 
O Mirata, I am for employing the aid of honest counsel in 
our behaviour towards the sons of Fandu. It would not be the 
policy of any wise man to cause them to be discovered now by 
means of spiea* Of that only which we should do unto the sons 
of Findu, I shall say, reflecting mth the aid of the intellects 
Know that I shall say nothing from ill will to thee. People like 
tae should never give such counsels to him that is dishonest, for 
only counsels (like those I would give) should be offered untp 
them that are honest. Counsels, however, that are evil, should 
under no circumstances be offered. He, O child, that is devoted 
to truth and obedient to the aged, he, indeed, that is wise, 
while speaking in the midst of an assembly, should under all 
tnrcumstances speak the truth, if tiie acquisition of virtue be an 
object with him. I should, therefore, say that I think differ* 
ently from all those people h^e, in respect of the abode of 
Tudhishthira the just in this the thirteenth year of his ^xile« 
inie rulers, O child, of the city or the province where king 
Yudhi^thira resides cannot have any misfortune. Chidrtable 
and liberal and humbk and modest must the people be of 

♦ This is a very difficult sloka. I am not «ire that I have under* 
totood it aright. Both Nilakaatha and Arjuna Misra are silent. Instead 
0f depending, however, on my own intelligence, I have consulted several 
friends who have read the "Mahabh4rata" through. The grammatical 
structure is easy. The only difficulty consists in the second half of the 
9loba, The meaning, however, I have given is consietent with the tenour 
ol Bhishma's advice.— i* 
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fhe country where king Tudhishthira resides. Agreeable in 
speech, with passions under control, observant o( truth, cheerful^ 
healthy, pure in conduct, and skilful in work must the people 
be of the country where king Tudhishthira resides. The 
people of the place where Tudhishthira is, cannot be envious^ 
or malicious, or vain, or proud, but must all adhere to thdur 
respective dutiel Indeed, in the place where Tudhidithira 
I'esides, Vedic hymns will be chaunted all around, sacrifices will 
be performed, the last full libations will idways be poured,* and 
gifts to i&rahmanas will always be in profusion. There the 
clouds, without doubt, pour abundant rain, and furnished with 
good harvests, the country will ever be without fear. There 
the paddy will not be without grain, firuits will all be juicy, 
floral garlands will not be without fragrance, and the conversa- 
tion of men will always be full of agreeable words. There 
where king Tudhishthira resides, the breezes will be delecious, 
the meetings of men will always be friendly, and cause of 
fear there will be none. There kine will be plentiful, without 
any of them being lean-fleshed or weak, and milk and curds 
and butter both savoury and nutritious. There where king 
Tudhishthira resides, every kind of com will be full of 
nutrition, and every edible fall of flavour. There where king 
Tudhishthira resides, the objects of all the senses, viz., — ^taste, 
touch, smell, and hearing, will be endued with excellent attri* 
butes. There where king Tudhishthira resides, the sights and 
eeenes will all be gladdening. And the regenerate ones of that 
jdace will be virtuous, and steady in observing their respective 
duties. Indeed, in the country where the soob of F&ndu may 
have taken up their abode durmg this the thirteenth year of 
thdr exilCj the people will all be contented and cheerful, pure 
in conduct and without misery of any kind. Devoted to gods 
and guests and the w<»n^p c^ these with their whole soul, they 
will be fond of giving away, and filled with great en^^, they 
will bXI be observant of eternal Virtue. There where king 
Tudhishthira resides, the people, eschewing all that is evil, will 
be dei^ous of achieving only what is good. Alwajrs observant 

* ludicatiog the unobstructed completion of the sacrifice.— 2; 
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of sacrifices and pure vows, and hating untruth in speech, the 
people of the place where king Tudhishthira may reside will 
always be desirous of obtaining what is good, auspicious and 
beneficial There where Yudhishthira resides, the people will 
certainly be desirous of achieving what is good, and their hearts 
will always incline towards virtue, their vows, besides, being 
agreeable and they themselves being ever engaged in the 
acquisition of religious merit. O child, that son of PrithSl in 
^hom are intelligence and charity, the highest tranquillity and 
lindoubted forgiveness, modesty and prosperity, and fame and 
great energy and simplicity and a love for all creatures, is in* 
^pable of being found out (now that he hath concealed himself ) 
even by Brihmanas, let alone ordinary persons ! The wise Yu- 
dhishthira is living in close disguise in regions whose charac* 
|;eristics I have described. Eegarding his excellent mode of 
life, I dare not say anything more. Beflecting well upon all 
this, do without loss of time what thou mayst think to be bene* 
licial, O prince of the Kuru race, if, indeed, thou bast any 
faith in me ! ' " 

Thus ends the twenty-eighth Section in the Go-harana of 
the Virata Parva. 



Section XXIX. 

( Go'harana Parva continued. ) 

Yai^ampayana said. — " Then Saradwata's son, Eripa, said,—* 
'What the aged Bhishma hath said concerning the Fandavas is 
reasonable, suited to the occasion, consistent with virtue and 
:profit, agreeable to the ear, fraught with sound reason, and 
worthy of him. Listen also to what I would say on this 
subject ! It behoveth thee to ascertain the track they have 
ibllowed and their abode also by means of spies,* ajid to 
adopt that policy which may bring about thy welfare ! O childj 
he that is solicitous of his wel&re should not disregard even an 
ordinary foe. What shall I say, then, O child, of the Pandavas 

♦ The word tirtha here means, as Nilakantha rightly explains, spies^ 
and noj holy spots,— T, 
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who are thorough masters of all weapons in battle ! When, 
therefore, the time cometh for the reappearance of the high* 
souled Fandavas, who, having entered the forest,* are now pass- 
ing their days in close disguise, thou shouldst ascertain thy 
strength both in thy own kingdom and in those of other kings ! 
Without doubt, the return of the Pandavas is at hand. Their 
promised term of exile over, the illustrious and mighty sons of 
Frith&, endued with immeasurable prowess, will come hither 
bursting with energy ! Do thou, therefore, in order to conclude 
an advantageous treaty with them, have recourse to sound 
policy and address thyself to increase thy forces and improve 
thy treasury ! O child, ascertaining all these, reckon thou thy 
own strength in respect of all thy allies weak and strong.-f 
Ascertaining the efficiency, and weakness, and indifference of 
l^y forces, as also who amongst them are well affected and 
who disaffected, we should either fight the foe or treat with 
him. Having recourse to the arts of conciliation, disunion, 
chastisement, bribery, presents, and fair behaviour, attack thy 
foes, and subdue the weak by might, and win over thy allies 
and troops by soft speeches. When thou hast (by these means) 
strengthened thy army and filled thy treasury, entire success 
will be thine ! When thou hast done all this, thou wilt be able 
to fight with powerful enemies that may present themselves, 
let alone the sons of P&ndu deficient in troops and animals of 
their own. By adopting all these expedients according to the 
customs of thy order, thou wilt, O foremost of men, -attain 
enduring happiness in due time !' " 

* Satram is explained by Nilakantha to mean here 'false disguise.^ I 
think, however, such an interpretation to be far-fetehed. It evidently 
means 'forest,''— the use of pravi^tesku in connection with it almost 
settles the point.— 7. 

t This slokaia not correctly printed in any of the texts that I have 
seen. The reading that I adopt is that the second word is the participle 
of the root Imdh and not the instrumental of bttddhi; the last word, again, 
of the second line, is compounded of valavatsu and avaUeshu instead of 
(as printed in many books) valavatswavcUeshiu Any other reading ironld 
certainly be incorrect. I have not consulted the Bombay text,— 2*. 

[10] 
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Thus ends the tweuty-ninth Sectkm in the Qo-haiaQa of 
the yir^tfi Farva^ 



8c6noN XXX. 
( Oo'harana Parva continued, ) 

' Vai^ainpayana ssdd. — ^"Discojxifited b(^fore, O monarch, many 
a time and oft by Matsya's Sv4a Eichaka aided by the Matsyas 
^d the S&lwyas, the mighty king of the Trigar^ Su^annan, 
who owned innumerable cars, regarding the ojxportunity to be 
a fiivorable one, then spoke the following words without losiMg 
a moment/. And, O monarch, forcibly vanquished along with 
hU relatives by the mighty Eicdiaka, king Su^aipmao, cueing 
Kama askance, spoke these words unto Duryodhana : — 'My 
li^ngdom hath, many a time, been forcibly invaded by the kiog 
of the Matsyas. The mighty Eochaka was that king's genera* 
li(3simo. Crooked and wrathful and of wiqked soul, of prowesa 
Suned^oyer all the world, sinful in deeds and highly cruel, that 
wretch,, however, hath been slain by the Gandharvas. Kichaka 
dead, k;ing Yii&ta^ shorn of pride and his refuge gone, will^ I 
imagine, lose all courage. I think we ought now to invade 
that kingdom, if it please thee, O sinless one, as also tii« 
illustrious Kama and all tl^gJS[^giravas ! The accident that 
hath happened, is, I imagiQe,^^^prable 9ne for us. Let us^,^ 
tbei;efpre, rei>air to Yirata'^^^^j|jg{^^ip a^bound ing in c<»ii. We 
will appropriate his gejjasjmdj^hgr: wealth of diverse kind^, 
and let us go shares with each pther. ^ jegards his villages 
and kingdom. Or, invading his city, W force, let us carry oflf 
by thousands his excellent kme of vSnous species. Uniting, 
O king, the forces of the ^Eauravas and the Trigartas, let us 
lift his cattle in droves.^ Or, uniting- otir forces well, we will 
check his power by forcing him to sue for .peace. Or, destroy- 
ing his entire host, we will !)ririg* Matsya under subjection. 
Having brought him under subjeeticm. by just means, we will 
liye in our kingdom happily, while thy power also will, with- 
out doubt, be enhanced f-^Hcsaring these words of Su^arman, 
E]aD3ta addressed the king, saying,— ^'Su9arman hath spoken 
wellj t^e opportunity is favoxable %nd promises to be profitable 



A 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



VIRATA PARVA. 75 

to OS. Therefore, if it please thee, O sinless one, let us, draw- 
ing up our forces in battle array and marshalling them in 
divisions, speedily set out ! Or, let the expedition be managed 
as Saradwata's son Eripa, the preceptor Drona, and the wise 
And aged grandsire of the Eurus may think. Consulting with 
each other, let us, O lord of earth, speedily set out to attain 
i^nt end \ What business have we with the sons of Pindu, 
destitute as they are of wealth, might, and prowess 7 They 
kave either disappeared for good, or have gone to the abode of 
Tama ! We will, O king, repair without anxiety to Viiita's city, 
Mid plunder hid cattle and otiier wealth of diverse kinds !' " 

YaiQampyiyaoia oontinued. — ^** Accepting these words of 
Kama the acm of Surya, king Duryodhana speedily commanded 
life bvotJier Dus^asana bom immediately after him, and always 
obedient to his wishes, saying, — ^'Consulting with the elders; 
array without delay, our forces ! We will, with all the Eau- 
ravas, go to the appointed place. Let also the mighty warrior, 
king Su^arman, aceompained by a sufficit^nt force with vehicles 
and animals, set out with the Trigartas for the dominions of 
Mi^;q^ ! And let Su^armim proceed firat, carefully concealing 
bis intenti<m« Following in their wake, we will set out the 
&y after in dose ariay, for the prosperous dominions of king 
Hatsyik! Let the Trigartas, however, suddenly repair to the city 
of YiAta, and coming upon the cowherds, seize that immense 
wealth (of kine). We also, marching in two divisions, ¥rill seize 
thousands of excellent kine famished with auspicious marks T " 

Vai^mnpa^rama continued.— :"Then, O lord of earth, those 
iK^urrior^, the Trigartas, aceompained by their infantry of terrible 
prowess, marched towards the south-eastern direction, intending 
to wage hostilities with Vidlta from the desire of seizing his 
kme. And Su^arman set out on the seventh day of the dark 
fortnight for seizing the kine. And then, O king, on the 
^gl^ day following oi the dark fortnight, the Eauravas also, 
accompsdned by all their k'oops, began to seize the kine by 
thousands. *' 

Thus ends the thirtieth Section in the Qo-harana of the 
Virata Parva* 
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Section XXXI. 
( Oo'harana Pa/rva conti/nued. ) 

Vai^ampayana said.— "O mighty king, entering into kingr 
Vir&ta's service, and dwelling in disguise in his excellent dty, 
the high-souled P&ndavas of immeasurable proweas completed 
the promised period of non-discoveiy. And after Eichaka had 
been slam, that slayer of hostile heroes, the mighty king 
Vir&ta, began to rest his hopes on the sons of EuntL And it 
was on the expiry of the thirteenth year of their exile, Q 
Bh&rata, that Su^arman seized Yir&ta's cattle by thousands. 
And when the cattle had been seized, a herdsman of Yiriita 
came with great speed to the city, and saw his sovereiga 
the king of Matsya seated on the throne in the midst of wise 
councillors, and those bulls among men, the sons of Pindu, and 
surrounded by brave warriors decked with ear-rings and brace* 
lets. And appearing before that enhancer of his dominions-^ 
king Yirilta seated in court — ^the herdsman bowed down unto 
bim, and addressed him, saying, — 'O foremost of kings, defeat* 
ing and humiliating us in battle along with our Mends, the 
Trigartas are seizing thy cattle by hundreds and by thoui^ands^ 
Do thou, therefore, speedily rescue them ! Oh, see that they 
are not lost to thee !' — ^Hearing these words, the king arrayed 
Cor battle the Matsya force abounding in cars and elephants 
and horses and infantry and standards. And kings and princes 
speedily put on, each in its proper place,* their shining and 
beautiful armour worthy of being worn by heroes. And Virata's 
beloved brother, Sat&nika, put on a coat of mail made of 
adamantine steel, adorned with burnished gold. And Madira* 
kshya, next in birth to Satanika, put on a strong coat of midl 
plaited with goldf and capable of resisting every weapon. And 
the coat of mail that the king himself of the Matsyas put on 
was invulnerable and decked with a hundred suns, a hundred 

* Bhagasai lit. each in its proper place. It may also mean, '^accord- 
Ing to their respective divisions. "— T. 

t Kaly&na'pataZam is explained by Nilakantha to mean mvama* 
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circles, a hundred spots, and a hundred eyes. And the coat 
of maU that Suryadatta* put on was bright as the sun, 
plaited with gold, and broad as a hundred lotuses of the 
fragrant (KahlcLra) species. And the coat of mail that YiAta's 
eldest son, the heroic Sankha, put on was impenetrable and 
made of burnished steel, and decked with a hundred eyes of 
gold. And it was thus that those god-like and mighty warrionr 
by hundreds, furnished with weapons, and eager for battle, 
each donned his corselet. And then they yoked unto their 
excellent cars of white hue steeds equipped in mail And 
then was hoisted Matsy&'s glorious standard on his excellent 
ear decked with gold and resembling the sun or the mooa 
in its efflulgence. And other Eshatriya warriors also raised 
on their respetcive cars gold-decked standards of various shapea 
and devices. And king Matsya then addressed his brother 
Satanika bom immediately after him, saying, — 'Kanka and 
Yallava and Tantripala and Damagranthi of great energy win, 
as it appears to me, fight, without doubt. Give thou unto them 
cars furnished with banners and penons and let them case their 
persons in beautiful coats of mail that should be both invul- 
nerable and eagfy to wear. And let them also have weapons. 
Bearing such martial forms and possessed of arms resembling 
the trunks of mighty elephants, I can never persuade myself 
that they cannot fight.' Hearing these words of the king, 
Satanika, monarch, immediately ordered cars for those sons o£ 
Prithi, viz.^ — the royal Yudhishthira, and Bhima, and Nakul%: 
and Sahadeva. And commanded by the king, the charioteers^ 
with cheerful hearts and keeping loyalty in view, very soon: 
got cars ready (for the Pandavas). And those repressers of. 
foes then donned those beautiful coats of mail, invulnerable 
and easy to wear, that Virata had ordered for those heroes of 
spotless fame. And mounted on cars yoked with good steeds, 
those smiters of hostile ranks, those foremost of men, the sons, 
of Pritha, set out with cheerfiil hearts. Indeed, those mighty^ 
warriors skilled in fight, those bulls of the Euru race and sons 
of Pandu, those four heroic brothers possessed of prowess 

* One of the generals of Virata.— ^T. 
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fncapiAte of being baffled, mounting cm cam decked widi 
gold, together set out, following Vir&ta's wake. And infuriate 
lelephanis of terrible mien, full sixty years of age, with Gdu^Iy 
toskfi and rent temples imd juice trickling down and looking 
(on that account) like clouds pouring rain, and mounted by 
trained warriors skilled in fight, fdlowed the king like unto 
moving hills. And the principal warriors of Matsya who cheer-^ 
(ully followed the king had eight thousand cars, a thousand 
elephants, and sixty thousand horses. . And, O bull among the 
Bhiratais, ihafe force of Yiitta, O king, as it maFeh^d forth 
marking the footprints of the cattle looked e^fcee^ngly 
beauli&dL And on its march thati foremost of amiies own^ 
by Virata, crowded with soldiers aimed \^th strong weapons^ 
«nd abounding in elephants, horses and cars, looked really 
iqpfettdii" 

Thus ends the thirty-first Section in the Qo-hartoa of the 
ViittaPanra 



Section XXXII. 

(Oo-hdrana Parva, continued.) 

YaiQampi^^ana said. — '' Mavdiing out of the ciiy, those 
lievoio smiters, the Matsjras, arrayed in ordorto^ battle,, orertook 
the Trigartas when the sun had passed* i^He-inendiaai. *And botfar 
excitod to fury and both desirous of fiarving the kine, thefi 
m^hty Trigartas and the Matsyas, irrepressible in battle, sent 
up loud' roars. And then the tentUe and infuriate dephante 
Mkibn awr hy. the skiiftil oombaiants of both sides> were urged 
OS iMth i^iked olobs smd hooks; And -the encounter, O king'j. 
that took {dace when the- suni was hxw in horizon, l^tweeln ihsi 
infoiitiy^ andt cavalry and cfaariotsr and' elephants o£ both parties 
vas, like unto thati of old betw^n the gbds^ and the AsuretSi 
tenible airi^ fietce and: capable of making one's hair stand 
Oft end: and! ccdiculated ta increase: the population of Yama's 
Mngdom;: Asulas the combatants rushed a^inst one. aaxother^ 
amling;and slashing, thick cloiKlff of dust: begaai. to rise, so that 
nothing could, badiscaveied. Ancl covered with the dust raised 
by the contending armies, birds began to drop down on the 
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^artli. Ai^ the sun himself disappeared behind the thick 
aloud of arrows ediot and the firmament looked bright as if with 
myriads of th& fireflies. AikI shifting their bows, the stavei 
of which were decked with gold, firom one hand to another; 
those heroes began to strike each other down, discharging their 
arrows right and left. And cars encountered ears, and foot-* 
soldiers fought with foot-soldiers, and horsemen, with horsem^; 
and elephants, with mighty elephahts. And they furiously 6&«« 
e<»mt€Ted one another with swords and axes and bearded darts 
and javelins and iron clubs. And although, O king, those mi^ty^ 
ffirmed warriors furiously assailed one another in that ccmflicl^ 
y^ neither party succeeded in prevailing over the other/ And 
severed h^^ some with beautiful noses, some with upper lips 
cteeply gashed, som:e decked with eai^^rings, and some divided 
witii wounds about the well-trimmed hair, were seen rollii^ on 
tile ground covered with dust. And soon the field of batlle was 
oversjj^read with the limbs of Eshatriya warriors cut off by 
ttii^ms of torows and lying like trunks of ScUa trees. And 
scattered over with heads decked in ear-rings, and sandad-bes-* 
sheared am^ looking like the bodies of snakes, the field of 
battiie bec^ne exceedingly beautiful And as cars enoounfered 
0af8^ and horsemen encountered horsemen, andl foot-soldiers 
Wgaged with foot-sddiers, ami elephants met with elephautS) 
Ihe fidghtful dhst soon became drenched with torrents of bloodt 
And some amongst the combatants began to swoon Bwa,y, and 
the warriors began to fight reckless of considerations of htt« 
fiaamty, fi^endshi^, and relationship. And both their course 
and sight obstructed by the arrowy shower, vultures begaii 
to alight on the ground. But although those strong-armed 
combatants furiously faught with one another, yet the heroes 
of neither party succeeded in routing their antagonists. And 
Satinika having slain a full hundred of the enemy and Vigala-^ 
ksha full four hundred, both those mighty warriors penetrated 
Into the heart of the great Trigarta host. Anli having entered 
into the thick of the Trigata host, those famous and mighty^ 
heroes began to deprive their antagonists of their senses ^y 
eauring a closer conflict to set in— a conflict, that is, in wlfcch 
the combatants seized one another by the hair and tore ort? 
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another with their nails.* And eyeing the point where the 
cars of the Trigartas had been mustered in strong numbers^ 
those heroes at last directed their attack towards it. And that 
foremost of car-warriors, king Virata also, with Suryadatta in 
his van and Madiraksha in his rear, having destroyed in that 
conflict five hundred cars, eight hundred horses, and five war* 
riors on great cars, displayed various skilful manoeuvres on hia 
car in that field of battle. And at last the king came upon the 
ruler of the Trigartas mounted on a golden chariot. And those 
high-souled and powerful warriors, desirous of fighting, rushed 
roaring against each other like two bulls in a cow-pen. Then 
that bull among men, irrepressible in battle, Su9arman the 
king of the Trigartas, challenged Matsya to a single combat on 
cars. Then those warriors excited to fury rushed against each 
other on their cars and began to shower their arrows upon each 
other like clouds pouring torrents of rain.f And enraged with 
each other, those fierce warriors, both skilled in weapon^ 
both wielding swords and darts and maces, then moved about 
(on the field of battle) assailing each other with whetted arrows. 
Then king Virata pierced Su^arman with ten shafts and each 
of his four horses also with five shafts. And Su^arman also, 
irrepressible in battle and conversant with fitital weapons, pierced 
king Matsya with fifty whetted shaft& And then, O mighty 
monarch, in consequence of the dust on the field of battle, the 
soldiers of both Sugarm&n and Matqra's king could not dis* 
tinguish one another. " 

Thus ends the thirty-second Section in the Qo-harana of 
the Virita Parva. 



* Some differences of reading are noticeable here ; for Tofoiwinaii 
some texts read MaTtaswinati^ and for VUhtuamravdhau^VUhttsanrambhdt ; 
and for Nakhd'nakhi-^RoUM-rathi.^^T. 

t Some texts read Ohandbiva lor Qhandiva. The latter is unques* 
(ionably better in toruu^T. 
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Section XXXIII. 
( Oo-harana Parva continued. ) 

Vai^^mp&yana sidd*— ^'' Then, O Bharataj when the wc^'ld 
was enveloped in dust and the gloom oif night, the warriors of 
both sides, without l^reiskking the oirder of battle> desisted fot 
a while.* And then> dispelling the darkness, the tnoon arosd 
illumining the night and gladdetdng the hearts of the Esha^ 
f^ya warriors. And when eyeiything became visible, the 
battle once more began. And it rdged on so iuriotisly thad 
the combatants could not distinguish one another. And then 
IVigaHa's loi^, Su9arman, with his younger brother, and acoom-* 
l^anied by all his cars, rushed towards the king of Matsydt 
And desdtoding from their cars, those bulls atnong Eshatriyas, 
the (royal) brothers, mace in hand, rushed furiously towards 
the cars Of the foe* And the hostile hosts fiercely assailed each 
bther With mtlces and i^ords and dcimitws and battle-axes and 
beai^ed darts, with keen edges and points of excellent tem^n 
And the lord df the Trigartas, king Su^armau, having by his 
energy oppresitod and defeated the whole army of the Matsyas^ 
impetuously i^hed towards Yiriita himself endued ifritb 
great energy. And the two brothers, having severally slain 
Yirita's two steeds and his bharioteer, as also those soldiers that 
protected his rear, took him captive alive, when deprived o^ 
hid car. And afflicting him sorely, like a lustful mad afflicting 
a defenceless damsel, Sugarman placed Yirita on his own car, 
and speedily rushed out of the field. And when the |>oWeriuI 
Yii^ta, deprived of his car, was taken captive, the M atsyas, 
harasfi(ed sorely by the Itigartas, began to fly in fear in all 
diiectiona And beholding them panic-stricken, Eimti's son 
¥udbishtbira addressed that siibduer of foes, the mighty-airmed 
Bhima, saying,— ^!rho king of the Matsyas hath been taketi 

* The word in the original is Mvhirta equal to 4d minutes. Nila- 
kantha points out veiy ingeniously that the night being the seventh of 
ttie dark fortnight, the moon would not rise till after 14 Dcmdas from 
the hour of Sunset, a Danda being equal to 24 minutes. A Mnrkurtctf 
tiier«fore| implies, hot 48 minutes exactly, but some tkM.-^T. 

Ill] 
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by the Trigartas. Do thou, O mighty-armed one, rescue him, 
— so that be may not fall under the power of the enemy ! As 
we have lived happily in Virata's city, every desire of ours 
gratified, it behoveth thee, O Bhimasena, to discharge that 
debt (by liberating the king) !' Therea* Bhimasena replied,— 
'I will liberate him, O king, at thy command ! Mark the feafe 
I achieve (today) in battling with the foe, relying solely ovk 
the might of my arms 1 Do thou, O king, stay aside, along* 
with our brothers, and witness my prowess today ! Uiwrooting 
this mighty tree of huge trunk looking like a mace, I will 
rout the foe.' " 

Yai^ampayana continued. — ''Beholding Bhima cast his eyest 
on that tree like a mad elephtuit, the heroic king Tudhishthinw 
the just spake unto his brother, saying, — 'Do not, O Bhima> 
oommit such a rash act ! Let the tree stand there. Thou must* 
not achieve such feats in a super-human manner by means of 
that tree, for if thou dost, the people, O Bharata, will recognise 
thee and say, — This is Bhima ! — ^Take thou, therefore, som© 
human weapon such as a bow (and arrows), or a dart, or a 
sword, or a battle-axe ! And taking, therefore, O Bhima, some 
weapon that is himxan, liberate thou the king without giving 
anybody the means of knowing thee truly ! The twins endued, 
with great strength will defend thy wheels. Fighting together, 
O child, liberate the king of the Matsyas T '* 

Yaifampayana continued.- — " Thus addressed, the mighty^ 
Bhimasena endued with great speed, quickly took up an ex- 
oellent bow and impetuously shot from it a shower of arrows- 
thick as the down-pour of a rain-charged cloud* And Bhima 
then rushed furiously towards Su^arman of terrible deeds^ 
and addressing Vimta with the words — good king /* — ^said 
unto the lord of the Trigartas, — Stay ! Stay ! — ^And seeing 
Bhima like unto Yama himself in his rear, saying, — Stay ! 
Stay ! Do thou witness this mighty feat, — this combat that 
is at hand ! — that bull among warriors, Su5arman, seriously 

* Saraa Vikthyainam, Nilakantha explains Soma as a word spokeoi 
b^ Bhima for assuring the captive Virata, and Vikshya as "assuring^** 
or "consoling by a glance," Perhaps, this is right. — T^ 
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€onsidered (the situation), and taking up his bow turned back^ 
along with his brothers. Within the twinkling of an eye, Bhima 
destroyed those cars that sought to oppose him. And soon 
again hundreds of thousands of cars and elephants and horsesr 
And horsemen and brave and fierce bowmen were overthrown 
t>y Bhima in the very sight of Vinlta. And the hostile infantry 
«klso began to be slaughtered by the illustrious Bhima mace in 
band. And beholding that terrible onslaught, Sugarmant^ 
irrepressible in fight, thought within himself, — *My brother 
seems to have already succumbed in the midst of this mighty' 
host ! Is my army going to be annihilated ?' And drawing his 
bow-string to his ear Su^arman then turned back and began to 
shoot keen-edged shafts incessantly. And seeing the Pandavas 
return to the charge on their cars, the Matsya warriors of 
that mighty host, urging on their steeds, shot excellent weapons^ 
for grinding the Trigarta soldiery. And Virata's son also, ex- 
ceedingly exasperated, began to perform prodigies of valor. 
And Kimti's son Yudhishthira slew a thousand (of the foe) 
And Bhima showed the abode of Yama unto seven thousand. 
And Nakula sent seven hundred (to their last account) by means 
4o{ his shafts. And the powerful Sahadeva also, commanded by 
Yudhishthira, slew three hundred brave warriors. And hav- 
ing slain such numbers, that fierce and mighty warrior, Yudhish-" 
thira, with weapons upraised, rushed against Sujarman. And 
rudiing impetuously at Su^arman, that foremost of car-warri- 
<>rs, king Yudhishthira, assailed him with vollies of shafts. 
And Su5arman also, in great rage, quickly pierced Yudhish- 
thira with nine arrows, and each of his four steeds with four 
arrowa Then, O king, Kunti's son Bhima of quick movements,- 
approaching Su^arman crushed his steeds. And having slain' 
also those soldiers that protected his rear, he dragged fix)m the 
car bis antagonist's charioteer to the ground. And seeing 
the king of Trigarta's car without a driver, the defender of his 
ear- wheels, the famous and brave Madiraksha speedily came to 
• his aid. And thereat, leaping down from Su(;arman*s car, and" 
isecuring the latter's mace, the powerful Virata ran in pursuit 
of hihic And though old, be moved on the field, mace in hand,* 
even like a lusty youth, And beholding Sufarman fly, BhJma 
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ftdcbeased h^m^ aiQrmg, — 'Desist, O prince I Tbis fliiglit of iim% 
)a 00^ pioper 1 With this prowess pf th^ody how co^li^ thiW 
ynsi^ to eany off the oattle hy foirae ? How ijso, forsokug tlgp 
f:dIowei8» doi^ Ijiou droop so amidst foes f Thus addressed b]^ 
fnth&'s son, the ^p^bty Sufarmaa, that lord of countless oam^ 
saying unto Bbimi^-r-'^jr ^ Sta^ r—iiuddenly tura^ round an<| 
i^uyshed at Urn. Then Bhima the son of F&ndu, leaping dpwii, 
from his car, as ho akme. could do,* i^ushed f(»rward,, with gi^esA 
ooplness, desirous of takiQg Su^aima^'s life. And desirous; 
of seizmg Trigarta's king advaneiiptg towards him, the mjgh^ 
]|^dmasena rushed impetuously Awards Um, evea like a lioii 
pushing at a small deer. And advancing iQ^>etuoud]ir, ^Q 
9ughtyi-a^rmed Bhima seized Su^annaa by the hai)r, md. ^tms 
him u]K m wrath, dashed him down on the ground. Andaf 
^e lay crying in agony, the nughty*armed Bhima kidk^ bim 
^t the head» and placing his knee on his breast dealt hkok 
severe blows, And sorely a£9icted with that kicking, the king 
q{ Trigarta became senseless. And when the king of thQ 
Trigaftas, derived of bis car, had thus been seized, the whol^ 
Trigarta arn^y stricken with panic, broke and fled in aU direct 
tiona And the mighty sons of Pindu, endued with modesly 
«nd observant^ of vows and relying on the m%ht of their own 
Vpms, after having vanquished Su9arman9 and rescued Hbe kino 
i|f i«[ell as other kinds of wealth, and having thus dispelled 
ViritaV anxiety, stood togetiier before that monarch. And 
Bfaima^s^m then said,-Tr'This wretch given to wicked deeds dotli 
not deserve to escape me with life. But what can I do ? The 
Ipng is so lenient !' And then taking Su9arman by the neck 
aahe;W^ lying on the ground insensible and covered with 
4ust, and; bindipig him fast, Pritha's son Yrikodara jdaoed him 
on his car, and went to where Tudfaishthira was staying in tiie 
vudst of ti^e field. And Bhima then showed Su^arman unto 
the monarch. And beholding Sufarman in that plight, thab 
tigqr am<mg m^, king Yudhishthira, smilingly addressed Bhi* 

* The adjective Bhima'aankdcas is explaioed by Nilakantha in thiq 
sense, quoting the ceUhtaisd simile of Yftlmikii "^«r^TW^I^f * ^m? 
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DQA^tkat omameiMl of battle,-H9ayiBg>— -'Let ^m wont of men 
bo set free f Thus addveseed^ Bbima qpoke unto the mighty 
^^aimiSb 8ayiQg,.-^^If, wreteb» thoa wishest to Uv^ Uaten 
to the9e wo?da of mine ! Thou must say in e^eiy comrt and 
assembly of men,*^J am a $lave ! On this condition only I 
uriU grant thee thy litfe t Yerily, this is the law about tba 
mu^itflihed.'^^^Thereupon his elder brother affectionatdy ad^ 
4x^a^ ^bim,, sayin^-^'If thou iiegardest us as an antbonl^ 
liberate this wicked wight I He hath already become king 
'Vixata's slave f And tunung^ then to So^arman, be said-*^ 
Thou art fi^eed ! Qo thou a free man, and never act again iu 
*W3,way!'" 

Thus ends, the thur<y*tmrd Section in the (3o-harana of tbof 



Section XXXIV. 
( Qo'harana Parva continued. ) 

Ya^Camp^iO^aiia said;-—'' Thus addressed by Tndhisbthis% 
SufWSPAa wa^ overwhelmed with shame and hnng down Im 
h^BiA And Ub^nited (from slavery), he went to king Yirit$^- 
m4 having saiuted the monareh> tookhis depadrture. Andtiia 
f &M]ayae alB% rcilymg on tiat^r might of theic own aimi^ 9bA 
^ndfiied: iR^h mo^sty, ond. observant of vows, havmg slain. Ha^ 
enemies imd Uberat^ Su9c»noan, passed that night ham^jb 
o» ^ fcddt oi bfi#lei A»4 Virata gratified those mighty war* 
riors, the sons of Eunti, possessed <^ siq»er-human' prowesi^ 
'wMtweiitha«4how)» Ajid Vimte said,— 'All these gems 
of mine are now as much mine as yours. Do ye,. aec(»rding^t# 
your pleasure, live here happily.. And ye smiters of foes in 
battle, I will bestow ^iryou damsele decked with ornaments, 
wealth in plenty, and other things, that ye may Uke ! Delivered 
from perils today by your prowess, I am now crowned with 
victory ! Do ye all become the lordls- of the Matsyae !' '* 

Vai9ampaya8ia continued.-<*<^'' And whrn the kkg of tfad 
Ifotsyas had addressed th^n thus, those descradants of the 
Kunia with Tudhishthira at their head, joining their hrads^ 
sev^ly replied: unto him, saying,— -'We are woll-pleaaed wi^ 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



)B6 xahabharatX 

"all that thou hast said, O monarch ! We, however, have beetl 
much gratified that thou hast today been firmed from thy foes f 
Thus answered, that foremost of kings, Yirilta the lord of thel 
^tsyas, agun addressed Yudhishthira, saying, — 'Come ! Wo 
will install thee in the sovereignty of the Matsyas. And we wilF 
idso bestow on thee things that are rare on earth and are objects 
of desire, for thou deservest everything at our hands ! O fore* 
most of Br&hmanas of the VaiySghra order, I will bestow on 
ihee gems and kine and gold and rubies and pearls. I bow un-« 
to thee ! It is owing to thee that I once more behold today my 
lions and my kingdom ! Afflicted and threatened as I had been 
with disaster and danger, it is through thy prowess that I have 
Aot succumbed to the foe !' Then Yudhishthira again addressed 
Matsya, saying, — ^'Well-pleased are we with the delightful words 
that thou hast spoken. M ayst thou be ever happy by always 
practising humanity towards all creatures! Let messengers 
now, at thy command, speedily repair into the city, in order to 
communicate the glad tidings to our friends, and proclaim thy 
victory !' Hearing these words of his, king Matsya ordered the 
Ihessengers, saying, — ^*Do ye repair to the city and proclaim my 
victory in battle. And let damsels and courtezans, decked in 
ornaments, come out of the city with every kind of musicat 
instruments.' Hearing this command uttered by king Matsya, 
the men, laying the mandate on their head, all departed witb 
cheerful heart& And having repaired to the city that very^ 
night, they proclaimed at the hour of sunrise the victory of 
the king about the city gates. " 

Thus ends the thirty-fourth Section in the Qo-harana of ther 
¥ir&ta Parva. * 



Section XXXV. 
( Go'harana Parva continued. ) 

Vai^AmpSyana said. — "When the king of the Matsyas^ 
•nxious of recovering the kine, had set out in pursuit of the 
Trigartas, Duryodhana with his counsellors invaded the do-' 
minions of Virata. And Bhishma, and Drona, and Eama» 
«nd Eripa acquainted with the best of weapons, and A9wa« 
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« ibaman^ and Suvala's son, and Dus^Hsana, O lord of men, anc} 
iViving^ati, and Yikama, and Chitrasena endued with great 
energy, and Durmukha, and Dussaha, — these and many otheir 
great warriors, coming upon the Matsyas, speedily drove oflf the 
cowherds of king Yirata, and forcibly took away the kine. 
And the Eauravas, surrounding all sides with & multitude of 
cars, seized sixty thousands of kine. And loud was the yell of 
woe set up by the cowherds smitten by those warriors in thajb 
terrible conflict. And the chief of the cowherds, greatly 
affrighted, speedily mounted on a chariot and set out for the 
city, bewailing in affliction. And entering the city of the 
king, he proceeded to the palace, and speedily alighting firon) 
the chariot, got in for relating (what had happened.) And 
Jbeholding the proud son of Matsya, named Bhuminjaya, h^ 
told him everything about the seizure of the royal kine.: And 
he said, — *The Kauravas are taking away sixty thousand kine^ 
lUse, therefore, enhancer of the kingdom's glory, for bringing 
back thy cattle I prince, if thou art desirous of thieving (the 
kingdom's) good, set out thyself without loss of time ! Indeed, 
the king of the Matsyas left thee in the empty city. The king 
(thy father) boasteth of thee in court, saying, — My son, equal 
unto me, is a hero and is the supporter of (the glory of )my 
face ! My son is a warrior skilled in arrows and weapons 
and always possessed of great courage .'—Oh, let the words of 
that lord of men be true ! chief of herd-owners, bring 
thou back the kine after vanquishing the Kurus, and consume 
fthou their troops with the terrific energy of thy arrows ! Do 
thou, like a leader of elephants rushing at a herd, pierce the 
ranks of the foe with straight arrows of golden wmgs, dis- 
ijharged from thy bow ! Thy bow is even like a ViTid. Its 
two ends represent the ivory pillows ; its string, the mam 
phord ; its staff; the finger-board ; and the arrows shot from i% 
musical notes. Do thou strike in the midst of the foe that Viria 
of masculine sound.* Let thy steeds, lord, of silvery hue, 



* To understand the comparison would require in the reader a knowt 
ledge of the mechanism of the Indian Vind. Briefly, the Vina condsta 
of a bamboo of about 3 cubits attached to tjeo gourds towards its ends. 
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be yoked unto thy ear, and let thy standard be hoidted, bea^« 
ing the emblem of the golden lion. Let thy ke^n-edged &lft>Ws 
endued with wings of gold, shot by thy sth>n^ armS) obStfU^ft 
the path of those kings and eclipse the r^ty sUn I Vanquish** 
ing all the Eurus in battle like unto the wielder df the thuil<* 
der-bolt defeating the Asuras, return thou again to the ti%y^ 
liaving achieved great renown I Son of Matsya'6 king, thou art 
tile sole refuge of this kingdom, ad that foremofit of viotorious 
Wanriors, Arjuna^ is of the sons of Pindu 1 Even like dirjuna 
of his brothers, thou art, without doubt, the refUge of thosd 
dwelling within these dominions ! Indeed, we, the subjects 
of tills realm, have our protector in thee !' " 

Yaicampiyana continued. — " Thus addressed by the coW<^ 
herd in the presence of females, in words breathing courage^ 
the prince indulging in self^ommendation within the femala 
apartments, spoke these words/' 

Thus ends the thirty-fifth Section in the Go-hfitttUA 6f thd 
Yirita Parva. 



Section XXXVL 

( Oo'ha/rana Parva continued. ) 

**Uttara said,— 'Firm as I am in the use of the bow, I would 
set out this very day in the track of the kine if only some ond 
skilled in the management of horses became my charioteer. I 
do not, however, know the man who may be my charioteer t 
Look ye, therefore, without delay, for a charioteer fit for me 
that am prepared for starting. Itfy own Charioteer was slain 
in the great battle that was fought fi^m day to day for ^ 
whole month or at least for eight and twenty nights. As sooii 
as I get another person conversant with the management Of 
eteedfi^ I will immediately set out, hoisting high my owA 



Along the bamboo which serves the purpose of a finger-board, is a 
main chord and several thinner wires. All these pass over a numbcsr 
of frets, two and a half heptachords, representing the total compass of the 
faistrament The wires rest towards their ends on two pieces of ivory 
called Upddhana9 m Sanskrit or Swam in Vtda.^T. 
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Standard. Penetrating into the midst of the hostile army 
abounding with elephants and horses and chariots, I will bring 
back the kine> having vanquished the Kurus who are feeble 
in strength and weak in weapons. Like a second wielder of 
the thunder-bolt terrifying the Danavas, I will bring bock 
the kine this very moment, afifrighting in battle Duryodhana 
and Bbishma and Kama and Eripa and Drona with his son, 
and other mighty-bowmen assembled for fight. Finding none 
(to oppose), the Eurus are taking away the kine. What can 
I do when I am not there ? The asseml)^ed Eurus shall witness 
my prowess today. And they shall say unto one Miother/^ 
'Is it Arjuna himself who is opposing us ?' " 

Vaigampayana continued. — "Having heard these words spok- 
en by the prince, Arjuna, fully acquwited with the import of 
everything, after a little while cheerfully spake in private unto 
his dear wife of faultless beauty, Erishn& the princess of Pin* 
chala, — ^Drupada's daughter of slender make sprung firom the 
(sacrificial) fire and endued with the virtues of truthfulness and 
honesty and ever attentive to the good of her husbands. And 
the hero said, — *Do thou, O beauteous one, at my request say 
unto Uttara without delay, — this Vrihannald was formerly 
the accomplished and resolute charioteer of PdndAjds son 
(Arjuna). Tried in m^ny a great battle, even he will be iky 
charioteer F " 

Vai^ampayana continued. — "Hearing these words uttered 
by the prince over and over agsdn in the midst of the women, 
Pinchmi could not quietly bear those allusions to Vibhatsu. And 
bashfully stepping out from among the women, the poor princess 
of Panchala gently spake unto him these words, — *The hand* 
some youth, looking like a mighty elephant, and known by the 
name of Yrihannala, was formerly the charioteer of Aijuna. 
A disciple of that illustrious warrior, and inferior to none in 
use of the bow, he was known to me while I was living with 
the Pandavas. It was by him that the reins were held of 
Arjuna's excellent steeds when Agni consumed the forest of 
Ehandava. It was with him as charioteer that Partha con- 
quered all creatures at Ehandavi^rastha. In fact, there is no 
charioteer equal unto him.' 

[12] 
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f ^Uttara said, — Thou knowesfc, O Sairindhri, JlSbiB jovtiK 
Thou knowest what this one of the neuter ser-iaay or may no# 
be. I cannot, however, O bkssed one, mjself request Yrihan* 
nal& to hold the reins of my hcMrses I' 

''Draupadi said, — ^'Yrihannalt, O liero, will, without doubts 
obey the w^rds ef thy younger sister* — ^that damsel <^ graceful 
hips ! If he consent to be thy charioteer, thou wilt, withouti 
doubt, return, having vanquidied the Kums and rescued thy 
kine!' 

^' Thus addressed by the Sai/rindhri, TTttam speke unto 
his 8ister,-*'Go thyself, O thou of &ultless beauty, and bring 
Vrihannali hither f And despatched by h^ brother, she 
hastily repaired to the dancing-hall where that strong-armed 
son of Flndu was staying in disguise 1' ** 

Thus ends the thirty-sixth SecticHi in the Qo-faarana <tf the 
Virata Piurva. 



Section XXXVIL 

( €f<hharana Parva continued, ) 

Yaifami^yana said — ^"Thus despatched by her elder broth er, 
the far-famed daughter oi king Matsya^ adorned with a golden 
iiecklace, ever obedient to her brother, and possessed of a waist 
slender as that of the wasp,^ endued with the splendour of 
Lakhsmi herself,^ decked with the plumes of the peacock, of 
slender make and graceful limbs, her hips encircled by a zone of 

* Some read haniad for yaviasi. Both wcmis are the same, and 
mean the same thing. — T, 

f Vtdi'vUagna-madkyd, — F^^ftinthis connection means a wasp and 
mot, as explained by Mallin&iha in his commentary on the Kwmdr Sam* 
hhava^ a sacrificial platform. I would remark enpasHm that many of the 
moat poetic and striking adjectives in both the Moffku and the Eum&rm 
of K&lid&sa are borrowed unUoshingly from the Eamdi/afia and the 
Mahdbhdrata.—T. 

X Padma-patrdhha-nibhA may also mean — *'of the splendour of the 
^m called MarakataJ* Nilakantha, however, shows that this would 
Militate against the adjective KanQ(ikoJvfQ,laiVHioh<ii,m below.— 7. 
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pearls, bereye-Iasbes slightly curved, and her form endued with 
every grace, hastily repaired to the dancing-hall, like a flash 
of lightning rushing towards a mass of dark clouds.*^ And the 
fitultless and auspiciotts daughter of Virilta, of fine teeth and 
slender waist, of thighs dose unto each other and each like 
the Uunk of an elephant, her person embellished with aa 
excellent garland, sought the son of FHthi like a die-elephanti 
seeking her mate. And like unto a predous gem or the veiy 
embodiment ot the inrosperity of Indra, <tf exceeding beauty 
tod hurge eyes, that charming and adored and celebrated damsel 
saluted Ai]una» And saluted by her, F&rtha asked thati 
maiden of close thighs and golden complexion, saying, — ^'Whali 
iMings thee luther, O danatsel decked in a necklace of gold ! 
Why art thou in such a hurry, O gazelle-eyed maiden ! Why 
is thy face, beauteous Udy, se cheec'less t Tell me all this 
without delay f* 

Yai^ampayana cemiinued.— ^''Beholcfing^ kin^, his friend,^ 
the princess of large eyes (in that plight), her friend (Arjuna) 
cheerfully enquired of her (in these words) the cause of her 
arrival there and then* And having approached that bull 
among men, the princess, stan<Cng in the midst of her female 
attendwits, and £splayiiig proper modesty,-)* a<^essed him, 
saying, — ^'The kind oi this realm, O Yrihannali, are being 
driven away by the Eurus, and it is to conquer Uiem that my 
brother will set out bow in hand! Not long ago his own 
charioteer was slain in battle, and there is nocre iequal unto the 
ene sdaim HbsA dui act as nty Inrother's charioteer ! And unto 
liim striving to obtain a charioteer, Scmiiicffi/ri, O Yrihannali^ 
hath spoken about Hky skill in the management of steeds^ Thou 
wert ibrmeriy the fav<Nrite chmoteer ot Arjuna, and it wsm with 

* The prineess b^ng of the eomplexi<m of bamished gol J and Arjuna 
dark as a mass el deeds, the comparison is exceedingly appropriate. 
The Vushnara poets of Bengal never tire of this simile in speaking of 
fiftdh& and Krishna in the groves of YrindSirana.— 71 

f The word in the original is pranayam^ lit. love, Nilakantha, how- 
ever, explains it as meaning modesty^ humility, I think Nilakantha 
is right. The relations between Arjuna and the princess were like tho^o 
fe€tire«n father and daughter.— 7, 
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thee that that bull among the sons of Pandu had alone sub« 
jugated the whole earth ! Do thou, therefore, O Yrihannali^ 
act as the charioteer of my brother ! (By this time) our kine 
liave surely been driven away by the Euros to a great distance. 
Bequested by me if thou dost not act up to my words* I, who 
am asking this service of thee out of affection, will give up my 
lifer Thus addressed by his Mend of graceful hips, that 
cppressor of foes, endued with immeasurable prowess, went into 
the prince's presence. And like unto a she-elephant running 
after her young one, the princess possessed of large eyes followed 
that hero advancing with hasty steps like unto an elephant 
with rent temples. And beholding him from a distance, the 
prince himself said,— 'With thee as his charioteer, Dhananjaya 
the son of Eunti had gratified Agni at the Eii&ndava forest 
and subjugated the whole world ! The 8airindJi/ri hath spoken 
of thee to me. She knoweth the Fandavas. BUthou, there* 
fore, O yrihannal&, hold, as thou didst, the reins of my steedfif, 
desirous as I am of fighting with the Euros and rescuing my 
vaccine wealth ! Thou wert formerly the beloved charioteer 
of Aijuna, and it was with thee that that bull among the 
fions of FSndu had alone subjugated the whole earth 1' Thus 
addressed, Vrihannali replied unto the prince, saying, — 'What 
ability have I to act as a charioteer in the field of battle ? If 
it is song or dance or musical instroments or such other things 
I can entertain thee therewith, but where is my skill for be* 
coming a charioteer ?* 

** XJttara said, — 'O Yrihannali, be thou a singer or a dancer, 
bold thou (for the present), without loss of time, the reins of 
my excellent steeds, mounting upon my car !* " 

Yaifamp&yana continued. — " Although that oppressor of 
foes, the son of P&ndu, was acquainted with everything, yet in 
the presence of UttajA, he began to make many mistakes for the 
sake of fun. And when he sought to put the coat of mail on biis 
body by raising it upwards, the large-eyed maidens, beholding 
it, burst out into a loud laughter. And seeing bim quite ignorant 
of putting on armour, XJttara himself equipped Yrihannala with 
a costly coat of mail. And casing his own person in an excell- 
ent armour of solar effulgence, and hoisting his standard bear- 
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ing the figure of a lion, the prince caused Vrihannala to become 
his charioteer. And with Vrihannala to hold his reins, the hero 
set out» taking with him many costly bows and a large number 
of beautiful arrows. And his friend Uttari and her maidens' 
then said unto Vrihannala, — 'Do thou, O Vrihannala, bring 
for our dolls, (when thou comest back) various kinds of good 
and fine cloths after vanquishing the Eurus assembled for 
battle imd of whom Bhishma and Drona are the foremost !' 
Thus addressed, Partha the son of Pandu, in a voice deep as 
the roar of the clouds, smilingly said unto that bevy of fiur 
maidens, — 'If this Uttara can vanquish those mighty warriors in 
battle, I will certainly bring excellent and beautiful cloths !' " 

Vai^ampayana continued. — "Having said these words, the 
heroic Arjuna urged the steeds towards the Euru army over 
which floated innumerrable flags. Just, however, as they were 
starting, elderly dames and maidens, and Brahmanas of rigid 
vows, beholding Uttara seated on his excellent car with Vri- 
hannala as charioteer and under that great banner hosited on 
high, walked round the car to bless the hero. And the women 
said, — 'Let the victory that Arjuna treading like a bull had 
achieved of old on the occasion of burning the forest of Khan- 
dava» be thine, O Vrihannali, when thou encounterest the 
Kurus today with prince Uttara by thee f " 

Thus ends the thirty-seventh Section in the Go-harana of 
the Virita Parva. 



Section XXXVni. 

( Go-harana Parva continued. ) 

Vid9amp&yana said. — "Having issued forth from the city, 
the dauntless son of Virata addressed his charioteer, saying,— 
'Proceed whither the Kurus are! Defeating the assembled 
Kurus who have come hither from desire of victory, and quickly 
rescuing my kine from them, I will return to the capital !' At 
these words of the prince, the son of Pandu urged those 
excellent steeds. And endued with the speed of the wind 
and decked with necklaces of gold, those steeds, urged by 
that lion among men, seemed to fly through the air. And they 
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had not proceeded far when these smiters ot foes, Dhananjays 
and the i9on of Matcya, sighted the army of the powerfol 
Kurui. And proceeding towards the oemetery, they oame 
upon the Eurus and beheld their amiy arrayed in order of 
battie.* And that large army of theirs looked Uke the vasty* 
0ea or a forest of innumerable trees moving timragh Uie sky,. 
And then was seen, O best among the Kuras, the dust raised 
by that moving army whidi reached the sky and obstructed 
the sight of all creatures. And beholding that mighty hos4 
abounding in elephants, horses and chariots, and protected 
by Kama and Duryodhana and Eripa and Cintanu's son, tod 
that intelligent and great bowman Drona, with his son (A^wa* 
thimanX the son of Vir&ta, agitated with fear and the bristles 
on his body standing on their ends, thus spake unto Firtha,— * 
'I dare not fight with the Kurus. See, the bristles on my^ body 
have stood on their ends ! I am incapable of battling with 
thiscountlesshost of the Kurus,aboun<fing with heroic warriorsy 
thatr are extremely fierce and di£Seult et being vanquished 
even by the celestials ! I do not venture to penet rate into tiid 
army of the Bhiratas consisting of terrible bowmmi and abound* 
ing in horses and elq^hants and cars and foot-sol diers and 
banners. My mind is too much perturbed by the v^ sight of 
the foe on the field of battle on which stand Drona and Bhish« 
m% and Eripa» and Eama» and Vivmg^ati, and Afwathimaa 
and Vikama, and Saumadatti, and Yallika^ and the herdid 
king Duryodhana also-~that foremost of car-warriors, and many 
other splendid bowmen, all skilled in battle ! My bristles have 
stood on their ends and I am fiunting with fear at the very 
sight of these smiters, — the Eurus arrayed in order of battle !' " 
Vaiffampiyana continued.— *'* And the low-minded and A)ol» 
ish Uttara, out of folly alone, began to bewail (his fate > 
in the presenee oi the )»gh-spirited (Arjuaa) disguised (as his^ 

* This daka is not corrsetly printed in any ol the texts tkat I have 
ssen. The Bardwan Pandits read tcU-umipe tax UO-^omimj This^ 1 
ttdnk, is correct^ but then AsasOda in ike nngalar when the other verbs 
are all daa^ seems to be incorrect. The poet must have used some other 
vexb m the dual for a€a9dda.^T, ^ 
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dmtioteerX in these words,— *'My father hath gone out to meek 
the Trigartas taking with him his' whole army, leaving me in 
the empty city. There are no troops to assist me ! Alone and 
^ mere boy who hath not undergone much exercise in arms, I 
^m unable to encounter these innumerable warriors all skilled in 
weapons ! Do thou, therefore, O Yrihannali, cease to advance f ' 

^*Vrihanna1a said,*— "Why dost thou look so pale through 
fieajr and enhance the joy of thy foes ? As yet thou hast done 
nothing on the field of battle with the enemy I It was thovif 
that hadst ordered me, saying,«-2'aJbe me towards the Kav^ 
ravael I will, therefore, take thee thither where those innu- 
merable flags are ! I will certainly take thee, O mighty-armed 
one, into the midst of the hostile Euros, prepared to fighii 
as they are for the kine like hawks for meat. I would do thi» 
even if I regarded them to have come hither for battling iot 
a much higher stake such as the sovereignty of the earth I 
Basing, at the time of setting out, talked before both men and 
women so highly of thy manliness, why wouldst thou desists 
from the fight ? If tbou shouldst return home without recap* 
turing tiiie kine, brave mm and even wcmien, when they meefr 
together, will laugh at thee (in derkdon) ! As regards myself^ 
I cannot return to the cily without having rescued the kine, 
si^plauded as I have been so highly by the Sairvadkri in res« 
pect of my skill in driving ciurs ! It is ion those praises by the 
iSbmiui&ri and for those words of thine also (that I have 
oome) ! Why should / not, therefore, give battle to the Eurus 1 
(As r^iards thyself X be thou still f '' 

"XTttara said,-— 'Let the Eurus rob the Matsyas of all theic 
wealth 1 Let men and women, O Yrihannali, laugh at me } 
Let my kine perish, let the city be a desert ! Let me stand 
i^dared before my fother ! Still there is no need of a battle f " ' 

VaifampSyana C(mtinued.— '^Saying this, that much affiright- 
ed prince decked in ear-rings jumped down firom his car^ 
and throwing down his bow and arrows began to flee, sacrific« 
11^ honor and pride. Vrihannali, however, exclaimed, — ^This 
is not the practice of the brave^ this flight of a Eshatrqra 
tKnax the field <^ battle ! Ev^i death in battle is better than 
flight from fear!'— Having said this, Dhananjaya the son xA 
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Kuntiy coming down from that excellent car, ran after that 
prince thus running away, his own long bnud and pore red 
garments fluttering in the air. And some soldiers, not know- 
ing that it was Arjuna who was thus running with his braid 
fluttering in the air, burst out into laughter at the sight. And 
beholding him thus running, the Kurus began to aigue,-^ 
'Who is this person, thus disguised like fire concealed in ashes ? 
He is partly a man and partly a woman. Although bearing a 
neuter form, he yet resembleth Aijuna ! His are the same 
head and neck, and his the same arms so like unto a couple of 
maces ! And this one's gait also is like unto his ! He can be 
none else than Dhananjaya ! Like Indra among the celestials^ 
is Dhanaigaya among men ! Who else in this world, than 
Dhananjaya^ would alone come against us? Virata left a 
single son of his in the empty city. He hath come out from 
childishness and not from true heroism. It is Uttara who 
must have come out of the city, having, without doubt, made 
as his charioteer Arjuna the son of Pritha, now living in dis* 
guise! It seems that he is now flying away in panic at 
sight of our army. And without doubt, Dhananjaya runneth 
after him to bring him back !' " 

Vaifampayana continued. — "Beholding the disguised son oi 
P&ndu, the Kauravas, O Bharata^ began to indulge in these 
surmises, but they could not come to any definite conclusion* 
Meanwhile, Dhananjaya^ hastily pursuing the retreating XJttarai 
seized him by the hair within a hundred steps. And seized by 
Aijuna^ the son of Virata began to lament most woefrily like one 
in great affliction, and said, — 'Listen, O good Vrihannala, O thou 
of handsome waist ! Turn thou quickly the course of the car I 
He that liveth meeteth with prosperity ! I will give thee a hun- 
dred coins of pure gold, and eight lapia lazvli of great bright- 
BOSS, set with gold, and one chariot furnished with a golden 
flagstaff and drawn by excellent steeds, and also ten elephants 
of infuriate prowess. Do thou, O VrihannalS, set me free !* '* 

Vai^ampayana continued. — '' Thus addressed, that tiger 
among men laughingly dragged Uttara towards the car who 
was almost deprived of his senses and who was uttering these 
words of lamentation. And the son of Pritha then addressed 
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the affrighted prince who had nearly lost his senses, sajring,— 
^If, O chastiser of foes, thou dost not venture to fight with the 
enemy, come thou and hold the reins of the steeds as I fighd 
with the foe ! Protected by the might of my arms, penetrate 
thou yon formidable and invincible array of cars guarded by 
herdc and mighty warriors. Fear not, O ohastiser of foes^ 
thou art a Kshatriya and the foremost of royal princes! 
Why dost thou, tiger among men, succumb in the midsti 
cf the foe ? I shall surely fight with the Eurus and recover 
thy kine, penetrating mto this formidable and inaccessible 
array of cars. Be thou my charioteer, best of men, / will 
fight with the Eurus !' Thus speaking unto Uttara the soa 
of Virata, Vibhatsu, heretofore unconquered in battle, for a 
while comforted him. And then the son of Pritha, that foremosd 
of smiters, raised on the car that fainting and reluctant prince 
stricken with fear ! " 

Thus ends the thirty-eighth Section in the Go-harana of 
the Virata Panra. 



Section XXXIX. 

( Go'harana Parva continwd,) 

Vaigampayana said. — ^''Beholding that bull among men seat* 
ed on the car in the habit of a person of the third sex, driving 
towards the f^ami tree, having taken (the flying) Uttara up, 
all the great car-warriors of the Eurus with Bhishma and 
Drona at their head, became affrighted at heart, suspecting the 
comer to be Dhananjaya. And seeing them so dispirited, and 
marking also the many wonderful portents, that foremost of all 
wielders of arms, the preceptor Drona, son of Bharadwaja, sai<^ 
^ — 'Violent and hot are the winds that blow, showering gravels 
in profusion ! The sky also is overcast with a gloom of ashy 
hue ! The clouds present the strange sight of being dry and 
waterless. Our weapons also of various kinds are coming out of 
their cases. The jackals are yelling hideously affirighted at the 
conflagrations on all sides.* The horses too are shedding tean^ 

* Some texts read Diptasya for Diptdy^m.-^T. 
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and our banners are trembling though moved by none. Such 
being the inau^icious indications seen, a great danger is at 
hand ! Stay ye with vigilance ! Protect ye your own selves 
itnd array the troops in order of battle ! Stand ye, expecting 
a terrible slaughter, and guard ye well the kine ! This mighty 
bowman, this foremost of all wielders of weapons, this hero 
that hath come in the habit of a person of the third sex, is 
the son of Rrithi ! Th^re is no doubt of this/ Then ad- 
ftressing Bhishma, the preceptor continued, — ^'O offspring of a 
river, apparelled as a woman, this is KirUi, called after a tree, 
the son of the enemy of the mountiuns, and having on his 
banner the sign of the devastator of the gardens of Lanka's 
lord I Vanquishing us, he will surely take away the kine to* 
day !♦ This chastiser of foes is the valiant son of Prithi sur* 
named Savyasdchin. He doth not desist from conflict even with 
the gods and demons combined. Put to great hardship in the 
forest he cometh in wrath. Taught by even Indra himself, he 
is like unto Indra in battle ! Therefore, ye Kauravas, I do not 
Bee any one here who can withstand him ! It is said that tho 
lord Makddeva himself, disguised in the attire of a hunter, 
was gratified by this son of Pritha in battle on the moun- 
tains of Himavat/ Hearing these words, Kama said, — ^'Tou 
jalways censure us by speaking of the virtues of Fdlguna. 
AQuna, however, is not equal to even a full sixteenth part of 
myself or of Duryodhana T And Duryodhana said, — ^'If this be 



♦ This sloka does not occur in every text. This is a typical illustra* 
troll of the ronnd-abont way, frequently adopted by Sanskrit writers, 
d expressing a simple truth. The excuse in the present instance consists 
in Drona's unwillingness to identify the solitary hero with Arjuna, in 
the midst of all his hearers. Nadija is an exclamation referring to 
Bhishma, the son of the river Oangd, LaTikega-vandri-ketn is simply 
"ape-bannered," or, as rendered in the text, ''having the devastator of 
the gardens of Lanka's lord for the sign of his banner." Nagdhvaya is 
^'named after a tree," for Arjuna is the name of an Indian tree. Ndgd^ 
ri-8m,n is "Indra's son,"— Indra being the foe of mountains, for former- 
ly it was he who cist off the wings of all mountains and compelled them 
. to be stationary. He failed only in the case of Main^a the son oC 
Himavat^T*. 
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Partha, O Radheya, then my purpose hath already been ful- 
filled, for then, O king, if traced out, the Pandavas shall have 
to wander for twelve years again ! Or, if this one be any other 
person in a eunuch's garb, I will soon prostrate him on the 
earth with keen-edged arrows/ " 

yai9ampayana continued.-^''The son of Dhritarashtra, Q 
chastiser of foes, having said this, Bhishma and Drona an4 
Eripa and Drona's son, all applauded his manliness ! " 

Thus ends the thirty-ninth Section in the Go-barana of the 
Virata Parva, 



Section XL. 
(Oo'harana Parva continued.) 

Vai^ampayana said. — "Having reached that Sami tree, and 
having ascertained Virata's son to be exceedingly delicate 
and inexperienced in battle, Pirtha addressed him, saying,—;' 
^Enjoined by me, O Uttara, quickly take down (from this tree) 
some bows that are there ! For these bows of thine are unabl^ 
.to bear my strength, my heavy weight when I shall grind dowa 
borses and elephants, and the stretch of my arms when I seek 
to vanquish the foe ! Therefore, O Bhuminjaya, climb thou 
up this toee of thick foliage, for in this tree are tied the bow^i 
and arrows and banners and excellent coats of mail of the heroiq 
sons of Pandu, viz^ Tudhishthira and Bhima and Yibhats^ 
and the twins ! There also is that bow of great energy, tfa9 
OdTidiva of Arjuna, which singly is equal to many thousanc^ 
of other bows and which is capable of extending the limits of a 
kingdom* Large like a palmyra tree, able to bear the greateai: 
stress, the largest of all weapons, capable of obstructing the foe, 
^andsome, and smooth, and broad, without a knot, and adorned 
with gold, it is stiff and beautiful in make and bearetb tbs 
lieaviest weight ! And the other bows also that are there, of 
Yudhisthira and Bhima and Yibhatsu and the twins, are equally 
mighty and tough !*" 

Thus ends the fortieth Section in the Go-harana of the 
Virata Parva, 
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SscnoN XLI. 
(0(htia/nana Parva continued.) 

*^ttara said,-* *It hath been heard by us that a Corpse is 
tied iu this tree ! How can I, therefore, being a prince by 
birth, touch it with my hands ? Bom in the Kahatriya order, 
and the son of a great king, and always observant of w/jmhraa 
and vows, it is not becoming in me to touch it I Why shouldst 
thou, Vrihannalt, make me a polluted and unclean bearer 
€)i corpeea, by craipelling me to come in contact with a 
corpsef 

''Vrihannala said,— Thou sbalt, O king of kings, remain 
clean and unpolluted ! Do not fear : there are only bows in this 
tree and not corpses ! Heir to the king of the Matsyas, and 
hotn in a noble family, why should I, O prince, make thee do 
such a reproachable deed?^"* 

Yai<;amp&yana said-^'^Thus addressed by P&rtha, Yir&ta's 
son, decked in ear-rings, alighted from the car, and climbed up 
that Sami tree reluctantly. And staying on the car, Dhan- 
ttijaya, that slayer of enemies, said unto him, — ^'Speedily bring 
thou down those bows from the top of the tree !' And cutting 
off their wrappings first and then the ropes with which they 
were tied» the prince beheld the Gdndiva there along with 
four other bows. And as they were untied, the splendour 
of those bows radiant as the sun, began to shine with great 
effulgence like unto that of the planets about the time of 
their rising. And beholding the forms of those bows, so like 
unto sighing snakes, he became afflicted with fear and in a 
moment the bristles of his body stood on their ends. And 
touching those large bows of great splendour, Yirita's son, O 
king, thus spake unto Arjuna !* ** 

Thus ends the forty-first Section in the Go-harana of the 
TiAta Farva. 
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Section XLn. 

( Oo'harana Parva continued. ) 

"Uttara said, — 'To what warrior of fame doth this excellent! 
bow belong, on which are a hundred golden bosses iuid which^ 
hath such radiant ends ? Whose is this excellent bow of good 
sides and easy hold, on the staff of which shine golden elephants 
of such brightness ? Whose is this excellent bow, adorned 
with three scores of Indragopakas* of pure gold, placed on 
the back of the staff at proper intervals ? Whose is this 
excellent bow, furnished with three golden suns of great 
effulgence, blazing forth with such brilliancy ? Whose is thit 
beautiful bow which is variegated with gold and gems, and on 
which are golden insects set with beautiful stones ? Whose 
are these arrows furnished with wings around, numbering a 
thousand, having golden heads, and cased in golden quivers I 
Who owneth these large shafts, so thick, furnished with vulturine 
wings, whetted on stone, yellowish in hue, sharp-pointed, well- 
tempered, and entirely made of iron? Whose. is this sabfe 
quiverf bearing five images of tigers, which holdeth shafts 
intermined with boar-eared arrows altogether numbering ten ? 
Whose are these seven hundred arrows, long and thick, capable 
of drinking (the enemy's) blood, and looking like the crescent- 
shaped moon IX Whose are these gold-crested arrows, iidietted 
on stone, the lower halves of which are well-furnished with 
< wings of the hue of parrots' feathers, and the upper halves, of 
well-tempered steel ?$ Whose is this excellent sword, irresisti- 
ble, and terrible to adversaries, with the mark of a toad on it. 



* Indian insects of a particular kind. — T, 

f Most editions read chdpas which is evidently wrong. The correct 
reading is dvd^as^ meaning quiver. The Bardwan Pandits give thid latter 
reading.— 7. 

X Some texts read chandrdrgha-dargands. . The correct reading is cha^ 
t^rdrdha-dargands. — T. 

9 Most editions read hemorprnkha and gilagitd in the instrumental 
plura]t: the correct reading is their nominative plural forms.r-T^ ^ 
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mad pointed like a toad's head ?* Cased in a variegated sheatfr 
of tiger-skin, whose is this large sword of excellent blade and 
variegated with gold and furnished with tinkling bells T 
Whose is this handsome scimitar of polished blade and golden 
kilt ? Manufftotured in the country of the Nishadhas, irre- 
sistible, incapable of being broken, whose is this sword of 
polished blade cased in a scabbard of cow-skin ? Whose is 
this beautiful and long sword, sable in hue as the sky, mounted 
nith gold, well-tempered, and cased in a shealth of goat-skin ? 
Who owneth this heavy, well-tempered, and broad sword, just 
longer than the breadth of thirty fingers, polished by constant 
dash with others' w;eapons, and kept in a case of gold, bright as 
fire ? Whose is this beautiful scimitar of sable blade, covered 
with golden bosses, capable of cutting through the bodies of 
iMlversaries, whose touch is as fatal as that of a venomous snake, 
which is irreslBtible and exciteth the terror of foes ! Asked by 
ne, O Vrihumali, do thou answer me truly ! Great is my 
wonder at the sight of all these excellent objects T " 

Thus ends the forty-second Section in the Qo-harana of tho 
Tiiita Farva. 



Section XLIII. 

( Oo'harana Parva continued. ) 

^ Vrihannali said, — 'That about which thou hast first enquired 
is Arjnna's bow, of world-wide fame, called Octndiva, ca^pskhle o£ 
devastating hostile hosts. Embellished with gold, this O37tdiv0, 
the highest and largest of all weapons, belonged to Arjuna. 
Alone equal nnto a hundred thousand weapons, and i^waji^ 
capable of extending the confines of kingdoms, it is with this 
that Partha vanquisheth in battle both men and celestials. 
Worshipped by the gods, the Dan^va^, and the Gandharvas, 
for ever and ever, smd variegated with excellent colors, this large 
and smooUi bow is without a knot or stain anywhere. Brahm^, 
4ield it first for a thousand yeara Afberwaids Praj&pati held it 

* Sdp»ba means here, as explained by Nilkautha, a sword^ and not 
a shaft^iT. 
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for five hundred and three years. After that, Cakra, for five 
and eighty years. And then Soma held it for five hundred 
years. And after that, Va/nina held it for a hundred years* 
And finally Partha, sumamed ^weiavahana,* hath held it for 
five and sixty years.-f- Endued with great energy and of higH 
celestial origin, this is the best of all bows. Adored amonpf 
gods and men, it hath a handsome form. P&rtha obtained this 
beautiful bow from Varuna. This other bow of handsome 
sides and golden handle is Bhima's, with which that son of 
Pritha, that charstiser of foes, had conquered the ^ole of the 
eastern regions. This other excellent bow of beautiful shape, 
adorned with images of Ind/ragopakas, belongeth, O Virilta's 
j5on, to king Tudhishthira ! This other weapon with gold- 
en suns of blazing splendour shedding a dazzling efifiilgence 
around, belongeth to Nakula. And this bow adorned with 
golden images of insects and set also with gems and stones, 
belongeth to that son of Madri who is called Sahadeva. These 
winged arrows, thousand in number, sharp as razors and destruc- 
tive as the poison of snakes, belong, Virata's son, to Arjuna ! 
When shooting them in battle ags^nst foes, these swift arrows 
blaze forth more brilliantly and become inexhaustible ! And 
these long and thick shafts resembling the hinar crescent in 
shape, keen-edged and capable oi thinning the enemy's lanks, 
belong to Bhima. And this quiver bearing five imaj^es e( 
tigers, full of yellowish shafts whetted on stone and furnished 
with golden wings, belongs to Nakula. This is that quiver^* 
of the intelligent son of Madri, with which he had conquered 
in battle the whole of the western regions. And these arrow9,l 
all eflFulgent as the sun, painted all over with various <5olor8/ 
and capable of destroying enemiee^^y thousiuids, lue those o^ 
Sahadeva. And these short ^uid well-tempered and thi<^ 
shafts, famished with loug feathers and golden heads, and^^on^. 
sisting of three knoitf, belong to king Tudhishthira. And 



^- 



* From the color of his steeds. — T, ' 

t Nilakantha spends much learning and ingennuity in making ont 
that sixty five years in this connection means thirty-two yeurs of <Nrdl» 
iiaty human computation.— T. .4 
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8w<»d with blade long imd carved with the image of a toad^ 
mad head shaped as a toad's mouth, strong and irresistible, 
belongeth to Arjuna. Cased in a sheath of tiger-skin, of long 
blade, handsome and irresistible, and terrible to adversaries, this 
iword belongeth to Bhimasena. Of excellent blade and cased 
in a well-painted sheath, and fomished with a golden hilt, this 
handsome sword belongetU to the wise Eaurava — Yudhishthira 
the just And this sword of strong blade, irresistible and 
intended for various excellent modes of fight and cased in a 
^heath of goat-skin, belongeth to Nakula. And this huge 
acrimitar, cased in a sheath ot cow-skin, strong and irresistible* 
Jbelongeth to Sahadeva.' " 

Thus ends the forty-third Section in the Qo-harana of the 
Yir&ta Parva. 



Section XLIV. 

r 

( OO'haraiM Parva continued. ) 

** Uttara said, — Indeed, these weapons adorned with gold, 
.belonging to the light-handed and high-souled Parthas, look 
iexoeedingly beautiful ! But where are that Arjuna the son 
of Prithi» and Yudhishthira of the Euru race, and Nakula 
.and Sahadeva^ and Bhima-sena, the son of Pandu ? Slaving 
lost their kingdom at dice, the high-souled F&ndavas, capable 
;of destroying all foes, are no longer heard of. Where also is 
-Draupadi, the princess of PdnchcUa, &med as the gem ajp^g 
w(»nen, who followed the sons of Pandu after their defeat at 
dice to the fcnrest f «. 

^'Aijuna said,— 1 am Arjuna, catti^also Partha. Thy 

^father's courtier is Yudhishthira^ and thy father's cook Yallava 

^ Bhimasena, the groom of horses is Nakula, and Sahadeva is 

in the oow-pen. And know thou th^ the Sairindhri is Drau< 

Tpfdi, for whose sake the Eichakas haveidoen slain !' 

" Uttara said, — ^"I would believe all this if tt^ou canst enu^ 
merate the ten names of Partba, previously heard 1^ ^e i' 

" Arjuna said,— 1 will, O son of Virata, tell thee my ten 
pameft. Listen thou and compare them with what thou 
hadst heard before. Listen to them with close attention and 
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concentrated mind. They are Arjuna, Fdlguna, Jishnu^ 
Kiritin, fwetavdhana, Vibhatsu, Vijaya, Krishna, Savya* 
9dchin, and Dhananjaya.' 

"Uttara said, — *Tell me truly why art thou called Vijaya, 
and why Cwetavahana ! Why art thou named Kiritin, and why 
Arjuna and Falguna and Jishnu and Krishna and Vibhatsu, 
and for what art thou Dhananjaya ! I have heard before about 
the origin of the several names of that hero, and can put faith 
in thy words if thou canst tell me all about them/ 

''Arjuna said, — 'They called me Dhananjaya because I lived 
in the midst of wealth, having subjugated all the countries 
and taking away their treasures. They called me Vijaya be« 
cause when I go out to battle with invincible kings, I never 
iretum (from the field) without vanquishing them. I am callecl 
Cwetavahana because when battling with the foe white horses 
decked in golden armour are always yoked unto my car. They 
call me Falguna because I was bom on the breast of the 
Himavat on a day when the constellation Uttara Falgwaa 
was on the ascendant. I am named Earitin from a diadem^ 
resplendent like the sun, having been placed of old on my head 
l>y Indra during my encounter with the powerful Danavas. 
I am known as Vibhatsu among gods and men for my never 
having committed a detestable deed on the battle-field. And 
since both of my hands are capable of drawing the Ocmdiva^ 
I am known as Savyasachin among gods and men. They call 
me Arjuna because my complexion is very rare within the four 
boundaries of the earth and because also my acts are always 
stainless. I am known among human beings and celestials 
by the name of Jishnu, because I am imapproachable, incap- 
able of being kept down, a tamer of adversaries and son of 
the slayer of Paka. And Krishna, my tenth appellation, was 
given to me by my father, out of affection towards a black** 
skinned boy of great purity.' " 

Vai9ampayana continued. — "The son of Virata then, ap- 
proaching nearer, saluted Partha and said, — 'My name is 
Bhuminjaya, and I am also called Uttara. It is by good luck, 
O Partha, that I behold thee ! Thou art welcome, O Dhanan- 
jaya ! thou with red eyes, and arms that are mighty and 

[14] 
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each like unto the trunk of an elephant, it behoveth thee to 
pardon what I said unto thee from ignorance. And as wonderful 
and difficult have been the feats achieved by thee before, my 
fears have been dispelled, and indeed, the love I bear to thee 
k great 1' " 

Thus ends the forty-fourth Section in the Qo-harana of the 
Tirita Parva. 



SEcrriON XLV. 
( Qo'harana Parva continued. ) 

"Uttara said, — *0 hero, mounting on this large car mth 
inyself as driver, which division of the (hostile) army wouldst 
thou penetrate ? Commanded by thee, I would drive the« 
thither!' 

"Aijuna said, — 1 am pleased with thee, O tiger among 
men ! Thou hast no cause of fear ! I will rout all thy foes 
in battle, O great warrior ! And, O thou of mighty arm8» 
be at thy ease ! Accomplishing great and terrible feats ia 
the melee, I will fight with thy foes ! Tie quickly all those 
quivers to my car, and take (from among those) a sword of 
polished blade and adorned with gold !' " 

Yai^amp&yana continued. — ''Hearing these words of Arjuna* 
Uttara cast off all inactivity. And he speedily alighted from 
the tree, bringing with him Arjuna's weapons. Then Arjuna 
addressed him, sajring, — 'Yes, I will fi^t with the Eurua 
and recov^ thy kine ! Protected by me, the top of this car 
will be to thee as a citadel ! The passages and allejrs and 
other divisions of this car will be the streets and edifices of 
that fortified city. These my arms will be its ramparts and 
gate-ways. This treble pole and this my quiver will constitute 
defensive works inaccessible to the foe. This my banner-^ 
single and grand — will it not alone be equal unto those of thy 
city ? This my bowstring will constitute the catapults and 
cannon for vomiting forth missiles on the besieging host My 
exited wrath will make that fortress formidable, and the clatter 
of my car- wheels — will it not resemble the kettle-drums of 
thy capital ? Ridden by myself wielding the Gdndiva, thig 
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car will be incapable of being vanquished by the hostile host, 
O son of Virata, let thy fear be dispelled !' " 

"Uttara said, — *I am no longer afraid of these. I know 
thy steadiness in battle, which is even like unto t|iat of 
Ke9ava or Indra himself! But reflecting on this, I am conti- 
nually bewildered ! Foolish as I am, I am incapable of arriv-^, 
ing at a certain conclusion ! By what distressful circumstan*^ 
oes could a person of such handsome limhs and av^icious 
signs become deprived of manhood \ Indeed, thou seemest 
to me to be Mah&deva, or Indra, or the chief of the Oandhar- 
vas, dwelling in the guise only of one of the third sex !' " 

"Arjuna said, — 'I tell thee truly that I am only observing 
this vow for a whole year agreeably to the behest of my elder' 
brother. O thou of mighty arms, I am not truly one of the 
ttcuter sex, but I have adopted this vow of eunuchifion fr<mi 
subservience to another's will and from desire of religious 
merit ! prince, know me now to have completed my vow 1' 

"Uttara said, — 'Thou hast conferred a great favor on me to- 
day, for I now find that my suspicion was not altogether un- 
founded ! Indeed, such a person as thou, O best of men, cannot 
%e of the neuter sex ! I have now an ally in battle ! I can 
now fight with the celestials themselves ! My fears have been 
dispelled. What shall I do ? Ccnnmand me now ! Trained in 
driving cars by a learned preceptor I will, O bull among men, 
hold the rems of thy h<Hrses that are capable of breaking th^ 
ranks of hostile cars ! E[now me, bull among men, to be as 
competent a charioteer as Diruka of Y&sudeva, or Matali of 
Cakra. The horse that is yoked unto the right-hand polo 
(of thy car) and whose hoofs as they light on the ground are 
scarcely visible when running, is like unto Sugriva of Erishnsi. 
This other handsome horse, the foremost of his race, that is 
yoked unto the left pole, is, I regard, equal in speed to 
Meghapv^hpa. This (third) beautiful horse, clad in gplden 
mail, yoked unto the rear-pole on the left, is, I regard, Saivya*8 
equal in speed but superior in strength. And this (fourth) 
horse, yoked to the rear-pole on the right, is regarded as 
,superior to VaWiaha in both speed and strength. This car 
is worthy of bearing on the field of battle a bowman like tiee. 
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and thou also art worthy of fighting on this car ! This is what^ 
I think!'" 

Yaifamp&yana continued. — " Then Arjuna, endued with 
great energy, took off the bracelets firom his arms and wore on 
his hands a pair of beautiful gloves embroidered with gold. 
And he then tied his black and curling locks with a piece of 
white cloth. And seated on that excellent car with face turned 
to the east, the mighty-armed hero, purifying his body and 
concentrating his soul, recalled to his mind all his weapons. 
And all the weapons came, and addressing the royal son of 
Fritha, said, — *We are here, O illustrious one ! We are thy 
servants, O son of Indra ! And bowing down unto them, P&rtha 
jreceived them into his hands and replied unto them, saying, — 
•Dwell ye all in my memory !' — And obtaining all his weapons, 
the hero looked cheerful. And quickly stringing his bow, the 
OSndiva, he twanged it. And the twang of that bow was 
as loud as the collision of two mighty hills. And dreadful was: 
the sound that filled the earth, and violent was the wind that 
blew on all sidea And thick was the shower of fallen meteors^ 
and all sides were enveloped in gloom. And the birds began 
to totter in the skies, and large trees began to shake, f And 
loud as the burst of the thunder, the Eurus knew from that^ 
sound that it was Aijuna that drew with hjys hands the string of 
his best of bows fit)m his car. And Uttara said, — ^'Thou, best 
of Findavas, art alone ! These mighty car-warriors are many ! 
How wilt thou vanquish in battle all these that are skilled 
in every kind of weapons ? Thou, son of Kunti, art with-? 
out a follower, while the Eauravas have many ! It is for this» 
O thou of mighty arms, that I stay beside thee, stricken with 
fear !' Bursting out into loud laughter, Partha said unto him, 
•Be not afraid ! O hero, what friendly follower had I while 
fighting with the mighty Oandharvas on the occasion of 
the Ohoska-ycUrd ? Who was my ally while engaged in the 

♦ Some texts read, — *^One large meteor fell." — T, 

f Ib some editions re^d^^ Bhrdnta-dhwajam for Bhrdnta-dwijanif and 
Makd'hradam for Mahd-drumam. The meaning would then be, — 'The 
banners (of the hostile army) began to tremble on the sky, and large 
lakes were agitated."— 2*. 
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terrific conflict at Khdndava against so many celestials and 
Dd7iava>3 ? Who was my ally when I fought, on behalf of 
the lord of the celestials, against the mighty NivcUaJeavcichaa 
and the Paulomas ? And who was my ally, O child, while 
I encountered in battle innumerable kings at the Swayamvara 
of the princess of Panchala t Trained in arms by the precep* 
tor Drona, by Cakra, and Vai^ravana, and Yama, and Varuna, 
and Agni, and Eripa, and Krishna of Madhu's race, and by the^ 
wielder of the Pinaka (Civa), why shall I not fight with these ? 
Drive thou my car speedily, and let thy heart's fever be dis* 
polled P" 

Thus ends the forty^fifth Section in the Qo*harana of the 
Vir&taParva* 



Section XLVI. 
( Oo'harana Parva continued. ) 

Vai^ampSyana said. — ''Making Uttara his charioteer, and 
circumambulating the Qami tree^ the son of Kndu set out 
taking all his weapons with him. And that mighty car-warrior 
set out with Uttara as the driver of his car, having taken dowo 
that banner with the lion's figure and deposited it at the foot 
of the Qami tree. And he hoisted on that car his own golden 
banner bearing the figure of an ape with a lion's tail, which 
was a celestial illusion contrived by Yiswakarman himself* 
For as soon, indeed, as he had thought of that gift of Agni» 
the latter, knowing (his wish), ordered those superhuman crea« 
tures (that usually sat there) to take their place in that banner. 
And furnished with a beautiful flag of handsome make, with 
quivers attached to it, and adorned with gold, that excellent 
flag-staff of celestial beauty then quickly fell from the firma* 
ment on his car.* And beholding that banner arrived on his 



* Some texts read MahUrcUham (incorrectly) for hiranmayam. In- 
deed, JiahdrcUham would give no meaning in this connection. The 
incomplete edition of the Koy Press under the auspices of the Principal 
of the Calcutta Sanskrit College abounds with such incorrect readings 
and misprints.— jT. 
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car, the hero ciroumambulated it (respectfully). And then the 
ape-hannered Vlbhatsu, the son of Eunti, called also Cweta* 
vihana, with fingers cased in leathern fences of the Igudna 
skin, and taking up his bow and arrows, set out in a northerly 
Erection. And that grinder of foes, poss^eed of great strei^th, 
then forcibly blew his large conch-shell of thundering sound, 
capable of making the bristles of foes to stand on their ends.. 
And at the sound of that conch, those steeds endued with 
swiftness dropped down on the ground on their knees. And 
Uttara also, greatly affirighted, sat down on Hke car. And 
thereupon the son of Eunti took the reins himself, and raisings 
tfie steeds, i^bced them in their proper positions. And em* 
bracing Uttara, he 'encouraged him also, saying,-^'Fear not, 
O foremost of princes ! Thou art, chastiser of foes, a Ksha* 
triya by birth ! Why, tiger among men, dost thou become 
80 dispirited in the midst of foes ! Thou must have heard 
before the blare of many conches and the note of many 
tkrumpets, and the roar also of many elephants in the midst of 
lianks aArsgred for battle. Why art thou, dierefore, so dispirited 
flOftd agitated and terrified by the blare of this condi, as if thou 
wert an ordinary person V 

''Uttara ^d,'^'Heard have I the blare of many a conch 
and many a trumpet and the roar of many of an elephant 
stationed in battle-array, but never have I heard before the 
blare of such a eonch ! Nor have I ever before seen a banner 
like this ! Never before have I heard also the twang of a 
bow 8«di as this ! Truly, sir, with the blare of this conch, th^ 
twattg of iitm bow, the superhuman cries of the creatures 
statrosed on this banner, imd the rattle of this oar, my 
ftiind is greatly Wwildered. My perception of the directions 
also k confused, and my heart is painfully afflicted. The 
irhole firmaittieftt seemeth to me to have been covered by 
this banner, and everything seemeth to be hidden firom my 
view ! My ears ako have been deafened by the twang of the 



t * The Roy Press edition a4ds here A line which looks very much likf^ 
an interpolation.— *T. 
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"Arjuna said, — 'Firmly stand thou on the car, pressing thy 
feet on it, and tightly catch hold of the bridles, for I will 
blow the conch again/ " 

yai9ampayana continued. — "Aijuna then blew his conch 
again, that conch which filled foes with grief and enhanced 
the joy of friends. And the sound was so loud that it seemed 
'to split hills and mountains, and pierce mountain-caTes and the 
cardinal points. And Uttara once again sat down on the car, 
clinging to it in fear. And with the blare of the conoh and the 
rattle of the car- wheels, and the twang of the Ocmdiva, the 
earth itself seemed to tremble. And beholding Uttara's Mght, 
Dhananjaya began to comfort him again.' " 

''Meanwhile, Drona said, — 'From the rattle of this car, and 
^om the manner in which the clouds have enveloped the sky 
B^d the earth itself trembles, this warrior can be none else 
than SavycLsSchi/n. Our weapons do not shine, our steeds are 
ttispirited, and our fires, though fed with fuel, do not blaze 
up. All this is ominous. All our animals are setting up a 
^ghtful howl, gazing towards the sun. ' The crows are perch- 
ing on our banners. All this is ominous. Ton vultures and 
kites on our right portend a great danger ! That jackal also, 
running through our ranks, waileth dismally. Lo, it hath escap- 
ed unstruck. All this portends a heavy calamity. The bristles 
also, of ye all, are on their ends. Surely, this forebodes a great 
destruction of Eshatriyas in battle. Things endued with light 
are all pale ; beasts and birds look fierce ; and there are to be 
witnessed many terrific portents indicative of the destruction 
of Eshatriyas. And these omens forebode great bavoc among 
ourselves. king, thy ranks seem to be confounded by these 
blazing meteors, and thy animals look dispirited and seem 
to be weeping. Vultures and kites are wheeling all around 
thy troops. Thou shalt have to repent upon beholding thy 
army afflicted by Partha's arrows. Indeed, our ranks seem to 
have been already vanquished, for none is eager to go to 
fight. All our warriors are pale of face, and almost deprived 
of their senses. Sending the kine ahead, we should stand 
- here, ready to strike, with all our warriors arrayed in order of 
battle!'" 
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And thus ends the forty-sixth Section in the Go-harana 
of the Virata Parva. 



Section XLVII. 
( Oo'harana Parva contvn,ued. ) 

Yaifamp&yana said. — ^''King Duryodhana then, on the field of 
battle, said unto Bhishma, and unto Drona — that tiger among 
warriors, and unto Earipa — that mighty car- warrior, these words : 
'Both myself and Kama had said this unto the preceptors.* 
I refer to the subject again, for I am not satisfied with having 
said it once. Even this was the pledge of the sons of P&ndu 
that if defeated (at dice) they would reside to our knowledge in 
countries and woods for twelve years, and one more year un«< 
known to us. That thirteenth year, instead of being over, is yet 
running. Yibhatsu, therefore, who is still to live undiscovered, 
hath appeared before us. And if Yibhatsu hath come before 
the term of exile is at end, the Pindavas shall have to pass 
another twelve years in the woods. Whether it is due to forget- 
fulness (on their part) induced by desire of dominion, or whe« 
ther it is a mistake of ours, it behoveth Bhishma to calculate the 
shortness or excess (of the promised period). When an object 
of desire may or may not be attained, a doubt necessarily 
attaches to one of the alternatives, and what is decided in one 
way often ends differently .f Even mpralists are puzzled in 

* The true reading ia Achdrya in the dual nnmher, meaning the 
Drona and Kripa. Some texts read the word in the singular form. 
Nilakantha notices both these readmgs, but prefers the dual to the 
'singular.— T. 

t The meaning it rather doubtful. Duryodhana seems to say that 
,*'the hostile appearance of Arjuna has been an act of imprudence on his 
part. The Pftndavas, after the expiry of the thirteenth year, would 
claim their kingdom. I, Duryodhana, may or may not accede to their 
demand. When, therefore, it was not certain that Arjuna would bo 
refused by me, his hostile appearance is unwise. He has come sure of 
victory, but he may yet be defeated.— 7\ 
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judging of their own acts * As regards ourselves, we have 
come hither to fight with the Matsyas and to seize their kine 
stationed towards the north. If, meanwhile, it is Arjuna that 
hath come, what fault can attach to us ? We have come hither 
to fight against the Matsyas on behalf of the Trigartas ; and as 
numerous were the acts represented unto us of oppresston 
committed by the Matsyas, it was for this that we promised aid 
to the Trigartas who were overcome with fear. And it was 
agreed between us that they should first seize, on the afternoon 
of the seventh lunar day, the enormous wealth of kine that the 
Matsyas have, and that we should, at simrise of the eighth day 
of the moon, seize these kine when the king of the Matsyas 
would be pursuing those first seized. It may be that the 
Trigartas are now bringing away the kine, or, being defeatec^ 
are coming towards us for negotiating with the king of the 
Matsyas. Or, it may be, that having driven the Trigartas ofl^ 
the king of the Matsyas, at the head of his people and his 
whole army of fierce warriors, appeareth on the scene and 
advanceth to make night-attacks upon u& It may be that 
some one leader among them, endued with mighty energy, is 
advancing for vanquishing us, or, it may be that the king 
liimself of the Matsyas is come. But be it the king of the 
Matsyas <h* Yibhatsu, we must all fight him. Even this hath 
heen our pledge. Why are all these foremost of car- warriors,— 
Bhishma and Drona and Eripa and Vikama and Drona*s son,— 
now sitting on their cars, panic-stricken ? At present there is 
nothing better than fighting. Therefore, make uj) your minds. 
Jf for the cattle we have seized, an encounter takes place with 



* The sense seems to be that when moralists even are puzzled in 
judging of the propriety or otherwise of their acts, it can easily be 
Imagined that the Fftndavas, however virtuoi:^ have, in the mister of 
jtiiis their appearance, acted wrongly, &)r, after all, the thirteenth year 
may not have really been over as believed by them. Or, it may mean« 
that, as regards our presence here, we have not acted impradently when 
even moralists cannot always arrive at right conclusions. It seems that 
lor this, Duryodhana proceeds to justify that presence in the following 
sentences. — T. 

[IS 
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the (Kraie wielder himself of the thunder-bolt or even with 
Yama, who is there that will be able to reach Hastin&pidra ?* 
Pierced by the shafts (of the foe), how will the foot-soldiers* 
in flying through the deep forest with their backs on the field, 
escape with life, when escape for the cavahy is doubtful f 
Hearing these words of Duryodhana, Kama said, — ^"Disregard* 
ing the preceptor, make all arrangements ! He knoweth well the 
Intentions of the Findavas and striketh terror into our hearts! 
I see that his affection for Aijuna is very great. Seeing him 
only coming, he chaunteth his praises. Make ye such arrange* 
nents that our troops may not break. Eveiything is in con« 
fusion for Drona's having only heard the neigh of (Aijuna's) 
Bteeds. Make ye such arrangements that these Ixoops, come 
to a distant land in this hot season, and in the midst of this 
mighty forest, may not &11 into confusion and be subjugated 
by the foe ! The Pindavas are always the especial favourites 
bf the preceptor. The selfish Pandavas have stationed Drona 
amongst us. Indeed, he bet^rayeth himself by his speech. Who 
Would ever extol a person upon hearing the neigh only of hi^ 



* This sloita is really eapable oi many meanings. Besides the one 
given in the text, another meaning may be thie.--^ If these kine be 
watched from us by even the wielder <^ the thunder-bolt or by YarnH 
himself, who is there that will be able to return to Hastin&pura ? ** 
(Overwhelmed with shame none will be able to do so.) If this be 
correct, then *' these arrows" in the next line would mean — '^Uieso 
my arrows, " for Duryodhana threatens to slay all back-sliders. With 
Ills usual ingenuity Nilakantha comes forward to explain the pasih 
age in altogether a different sense. The meaning he suggests is,-* 
*' After we have brought away the kine, if it be the wielder of the 
tiiunder-bolt or Tama himself with whom our ^t taketh {^aee, who is 
there that will not be nblelto reach our city ? " (Every one i&all, when 
we have such warriors as Bhishma and Drona, &c, amongst us.) In 
tills case, the whole meaning lies in ko h&stmapuram vraj^t which, 
{grammatically, becomes ko ha mti (yo) na purom vrajet^ ha behvg only an 
e9tpletive. What Duryodhana says ia the next line would then be—*** If 
notwithstanding such assured safety, any do go away, with these my 
arrows, &.c.... ..." These two doJbas In succession are a good exercise for 

a student of Sanskrit having an ingenious turn of mind. — T. 
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steeds f Horses alwajys neigh, whether walking or standing ; 
^6 winds blow at all times ; and Indra also always showereth 
nun. The roar of the clouds may frequently be heard. What 
bath Pirtha to do with these, and why is he to be praised for 
these f All this (cm Drona's part)« therefore, is due cmly to 
pither the desire of doing good to Arjuna or to his wrath 
foid hatred towards us. Preceptors are wise^ and sinless, and 
veiy kind to all creatures. They, however, should never be 
ponsulted at times of peril It is in luxurious palaces, and 
^kssemblies and pleasure-gardens, that learned men, capable of 
making speeches, seem to be in their place. Performing many 
wonderful things i^ the assembly, it is there that learned men 
find their place, or even there where sacrificial utensils and 
their proper placing and washing are needed.* In a know<^ 
^dge of the lapses of others, in studying the characters of 
|aen, in the science of horses and elephants and cars^ ia 
treating the diseases c^ asses and camels and goats and sheep 
fmd kine> in planning buildings and gateways, and in pointing 
out the defects of food and drink, the learned are truly in their 
own sphere. Disregarding learned men that extol the heroism 
of the foe, make ye such arrangements that the foe may be 
destroyed ! Placing the kine securely, array the troops in order 
of battle. Place guards in proper places so that we may fighb 
the foe.'" 

Thus ends the forty-seventh Section of the Qo-hama of 
^he Yir&ta Parva. 



Section XLVIII. 

( Oo'haraTm Parva continued. ) 

^'Earna said,-r»'l behold all these blessed ones,f looking as if 
alanned and panic-struck and unresolved and unwilling to 

* Ifyastra — Sacrificial utengils, and Upofandhdna — placing them 
properiy and washing them clean. Thus Nilakantha. — T, 

t The word in the text is d^ushmatds (in the accusative pluial)i 
Ut0raUy meaning — ^^blessed with long life.'' It is a form of speech com 
monlj tt^ed in addreaaiiig affectlQ^ately both superiors aad ini^iors,— 24 
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fight. If he thai is come is the king of the Matc^as or Vitbhat*^ 
su, eyen I will resist him as the bank resists the swelling sea. 
Shot from my bow, these straight and flying arrows, like gUd* 
ing snakes^ are all sure of aim 1 Discharged by my light bander 
these keen-edged arrows furnished with golden wings shall oovar 
Firtha all over, like locusts shrouding a tree. Strongly pressed 
by these winged arrows, the bow-string will cause these my 
leathern fences to produce sounds that will be heard to resemble 
those of a couple of kettle-drums. Ha^g been engaged in 
ascetic austerities for the (last) eight and five years, Yibhatsu 
will strike me but mildly in this conflict, and the son of 
Kunti having become a Brahmana endued with good qualities* 
bath thus become a fit person to quietly receive shafts by thou« 
sands shot by me ! This mighty bowman is, indeed, celebrated 
over the three worlds. I, too, am, by no means, inferior to 
Arjuna, that foremost of human beings. With golden arrows 
furnished with vulturine wings shot on all sides, let the fir* 
mament seem today to swarm with fire-flies. Slajdng Arjuna 
in battle, I will discharge today that debt, difficult of repay* 
ment, but promised of old by me unto Dhritarashtra's son I 
What man is there, even amongst all the gods and the Asmras, 
that will endure to stand in the teeth of the straight arrows 
shot from my bow ? Let my flying arrows, winged and de* 
pressed at the middle, present the spectacle of the coursing 
of fire-flies through the welkin ! Hard though he be as Indra's 
thunder-bolt and possessed of the energy of the chief of the 
celestials, I will surely grind Partba even as one afflicts an 
elephant by means of burning brands; A heroic and mighty 
car-warrior* as he is, and the foremost of all wielders of wea* 
pons, I shall seize the unresisting Fartha, even like Gadura 
seizing a snake. Irresistible like fire, and fed by the fuel of 
swords, darts, and arrows, the blazing Pandava fire that con<^ 
sumeth foes, will be extinguished even by myself who am 
like unto a mighty cloud incessantly dropping an arrowy 
shower, — the multitude of cars (I will lead) constituting its^ 

f * The word used in the text is AHratkam in the accusative fonn, the 
foremost ol all car- warriors, superior to eyen a J[ahdrathas»—T^ 
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tiiunder^ and the speed of my horses, the wind in advance ! 
Discharged from my bow, my arrows like venomous sMikes will 
pierce F&rtha's body, like serpents penetrating throng^ ma^ ant* 
hilU Pierced with well-tempered and straight shafts enched 
with golden wings and great energy, behold ye today the son of 
Kunti decked like a hill covered with KamikcLra flowers! 
Having obtained weapons from that best of ascetics — the son 
of jTamadagni, I would, reljring on their energy, fight with 
^ven the celestiala Struck with my javelin, the ape statioocid 
on his banner-top shall fall down today on the ground, utterii^ 
terrible cries. The firmament will today be filled with the 
eries of the (super-human) creatures stationed in the &ig- 
Bi»ff of the foe, and afflicted by me, they will fly away in all dft^ 
rections ! I shall today pluck up by the roots the long-existing 
dart in Duryodhana*s heart by throwing Arjuna down fit)m his 
car* The Eauravas will today behold P&rtha with his ear 
broken, his horses killed, his valour gone, and himself sighing 
like a snake. Let the Kauravas, following their own will, go 
away taking this wealth of kine ; or, if they wish, let them stay 
on their cars and witness my combat !' " 

Thus ends the forty-eighth Section in the Go-harana of thQ 
yir&ta Farva» 



SEcnoNT XLIX. 

( Oo'haraTta Parva continued. ) 
' ' . ~ • 

^'Eripa said, — '0 Radheya, tby crooked heart always in-: 

dineth to war» Thou knowest not the true nature of things ^ 

nor dost thou take into account their after-consequences. Therei 

are various kinds of expedients* inferrible ,fr<mt the scriptures. 

Of these, a battle hath been regarded, by those acquainted with 

the past, as the most sinful. It is only when time and place 

are &vorable that military operations can lead to success. In, 

♦ Some texts read MnyA for wiydB, The meaning then would be—* 

•* of all deceitful contrivances <tc " A battle, however, can hardly 

be called a deceitful contrivance. Hence, the more approved reading 
18 Nayde.^T. 
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the present instance, howev^, the Ume being un&yor^^le, n^ 
good results will be derived. A display of prowess in proper time 
and place becometh beneficial It it by the fiftvoraUmiess or 
otherwise (of time and place) that the opportuneness of aq act 
is determined* Learned men can never act according to the 
ideas of a car-maker.* Considering all this, an encounter with 
P&rtba is not advisable for us.f Alone he saved the Eurus 
(from the Oandharvcta) and alone he satiated Agni ! Alone he 
led the life of a BrahmacJuLrin for five years (on the breai^ 
of the Himavat). Taking up Subhadra on his car, alone h^ 
challenged Elrishna to single combat. Alone he fought wit^ 
Rudra who stood befcwe him as a forester. It was in this very 
forest that Firtha rescued Erishni while she wbb being take^ 
away (by Ja3radratha). It is he alone that hath, for five yearsi 
studied the sci^^ce of wei^ns under Indra. Alone vanquish*? 
ing all foes he hath spread the fame of the Eurus. Alone that 
chastiser of foes vuiquished in battle Chitra-sena, tiie king^ 
of the Oandharvae and in a moment his invincible troops alsow 
Alone be overthrew in battle the fierce Nivatchka/OMhOB and th^ 
Kdldkhcmchas, that were both incapable of being slain by th^ 
gods th^nselves. What, however, Eama, hath been achieved 
by thee single-handed like any of the sons of Pindu, each of 
whom had alone subjugated many lords of earth ? Even Indra 
himself is unfit to encounter Fartha in battle ! He, therefore. 



* Some texts read Bhdram for Bhdvam. The meaning then would be 
^^Depending on (the words of a) car-maker they that are learned never 
engage in any act ** This would be a remark in depreciation of Karna*^ 
proad spee^ At aaother meaning, Nilkantha saggefits that there 
may not be any depredatory allusioa to Kama, for what Eripa (accordr 
ing to this third interpretation) says is that — "Placing weight on th^ 
words of a car-maker, they that a^e learned never engage in any act^ 
it being well-known that car-makers always extol their wares highly, 
saying (as Nilkantha adds) — fThis is a very superior ear on which yon 
Biay fight the very gods.' What man is there of any sense who would take 
the car-maker at his word and actually go to fight with the gods 2 " This 
is an instance of Nilkantha's ingenuity and nothing else. — T, 
: t Some read Te for Nas, The latter, however, is undoubtedly tha. 
correct reading.— 2r. 
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tbat desireth to fight with Arjuna should take a sedative.* 
As to thyself, thou desirest to take out the fangs of an angiy 
iSkiake of virulent poison by streehing forth thy right hand and 
extending thy forefinger. Or, wandering alone in the forest thou 
desirest to ride an infuriate elephant and go to a town without 
a hook in hand. Or, rubbed over with clarified butter and 
dressed in silken robes, thou desirest to pass through the midst 
of a blazing fire fed with fat and tallow and clarified butter. 
Who is there that would« binding his own hands and feet and 
tying a huge stone unto nis neck, cross the ocean swimming with 
his bare arms ? What manliness is there in such an act ? O 
Kama, he is a fool that would, without skill in weapons and 
without strength, desire to fight with Partha who is so mighty 
and skilled in weapons ? Dishonestly deceived by us and li- 
berated from thirteen years' exile, will not the illustrious hero 
Annihilate us ?f Having ignorantly come to a place where 
Krtha lay concealed like fire hidden in a well, we have, in- 
deed, been exposed to a great danger. But irresistible though 
he be in battle, we should fight against him. Let, therefore, our 
troops, clad in mail, stand here arrayed in ranks and ready to 
strike. Let Drona and Duryodhcma and Bhishma and thy« 
telf and Drona's son, and ourselves, all fight with the son of 
Frithi. Do not, O Kama, act so rashly as to fight alone ! 
If we, six car-warriors, be united, we can then be a match for 
and fight with that son of Frithi who is resolved to fight and 
who is as fierce as the wielder of the thunder-bolt. Aided by 
cmr troops arrayed in ranks, ourselves — great bowmen — ^stand- 
ing carefully will fight with Arjuna even as the Ddnavae 
encounter VSsava in battle I' " 

♦ The Bardwan Pandits read this line differently. For dgamsati 
" they read d^amsas^ and for Kartyavyam tasya bheskajam they read 
iartmrnttama tejasd. This id evidently nnpoetic, although the gram*, 
mar would not be at fault for then the line would be connected with 
the next two. I think the Bardwan Pandits, who are generally correct, 
have shown very little taste in this instance. — T, 

t Some editions read — Sinha pd^a-vinirmukta dbc... ^,.harUhycUi for 

^nirmukto dc. mahamand. The difference in meaning is unimport* 

irat— r. 
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Thus ends the forty-uinth Secti<ni in the Qo-harftna of the 
Virita Parva. 



Section L. 
( Oo'harana Parva continued.^ 

''Aswathiman said, — 'The kine, O Kama, have not yet 
been won, nor have they yet crossed the boundary (of their 
owner's dominions), nor have they yet reached Histinapura. 
Widest thou, therefore, boast thyself? Having won nu« 
merous battles, and acquired enormous wealth, and vanquish- 
ed hostile hosts, men of true heroism speak not a word of 
their prowess. Fire bumeth mutely, and mutely doth the 
sun shine. Mutely also doth the Earth bear creatures both 
mobile and imobile. The Self-existent hath sanctioned such 
offices for the four orders that having recourse to them each 
may acquire wealth without being censurable. A Brahmana, 
having studied the Vedas, should perform sacrifices himself 
and officiate at the sacrifices of others. A Eshatriya, depend- 
ing upon the bow, should perform sacrifices himself bud 
jshould never officiate at the sacrifices of others. A yaiB3ri|, 
having earned wealth, should cause the rites enjoined in the 
Vedas to be performed for himsel£ A Sudra should always 
wait upon and s&rve the other three order& As regards those 
that live by practising the profession of fowlers and vendors 
of meat, thay may earn wealth by expedients fraught with deceit 
andfiraud.* Always acting according to the dictates of the scrip- 
tureSj the exalted sons of Pandu acquired the sovereignty of the 
whole earth, and they always act respectfully towards their 
superiors even if the latter prove hostile to them. What Ksha- 



♦ This line is differently read in different editions. The reading I 
prefer ia^VanchanO-voga-vidkibhirvaieamgim vritHmdsthitUs-^whicYi I 
have accordingly rendered into English. Some read Vandand-^fogtz* 
vidhibhirvaUasim vrUhimasthkas. If this be accepted, the line woald[ 
^en be connected with the preceding* half sloka about the conduct of 
jthe Sudra, and would mean — ** having recourse to means fraught with 
adulation and behaving like the cane (which never standeth erect). "— J*^ 
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triyti is there that expresses delight at having obtained a 
kingdom by means of dice, like this wicked and shameless, 
son of Dhritar&shtra ? Having acquired wealth in this way 
by deceit and fraud like a vendor of meat, who that is wise 
iijTOuld boast of it ? In what single ccnnbat didst thou van- 
quish Dhananjaya» or Nakula, or Sahadeva, although thou 
hast robbed them of their wealth ? In what battle didst tboa 
(Jefeat Tudhishthira, or Bhima that foremost of strong men ? 
Ju what battle was Indraprastha conquered by thee ? Whea 
also was that battle fought in which Krishna was won by thee ? 
What thou hast done, however, thou of wicked deeds, is to 
drag^ that princess to court while she was ill and had but 
one raiment on ! Thou hast cut the mighty root, delicate 
98 the sandal, of the Pandava tree!* Actuated by desire 
•f wealth, when thou madest the Pandavas act as slaves^ 
vememberest thou what Vidura said ? We see that men 
fmd others, even insects and ants, show forgiveness accord^ 
ing to their powers of endurance. The son of Pandu, how-^ 
ever, is incapable of forgiving the suffermgs of Draupadi 
Surely, Dhananjaya cometh here for the destruction of HiB 
sons of Dhritaras)it7a. It is true, affecting great wisdomi 

* Thia is £atlier a dificult Sloka to OBderstand. The Burdwan Pan* 
dits UfiderataHd it to mdan that ^^as a covetous man cuts down a sandal 
tree (regardless of the fragrance that tree sheds while standing, and 
just for the purpose of immediate profit), so thou, O Karna, hast cut 
the roots of the Pandava tree (for a very temporary object, viz^ the 
satisfaction of spite or of the desire of wealth, regardless of the benefits 
ttiat tree might have afforded thee and thy patron if left uninterfered 
with). Nilakantha proposes a differ^t meaning and supposes that the 
«^root" of the Pl&ndava tree means something diffreat. In the Adi Parva 
it has been said that *'Yudhishthira is like a tree... «*. ...whose 
roots are Krishna, Brahma^ and the Br&hmanas." Further, that learned 
fCbmm^tator wcmld explain ohomdimiMn as an adjective qualifying 
mvlam^ and meaning ^^delieate," while Sdrarthi is connected with the 
succeeding half doka. The remark, therefore, of Kama's having cut 
the delicate i-oot of the Pandava tree alludes to the abandonment o£ 
^1 virtue and religion by Kama and his patron in consequence of the 
deceit with which they had robbed the Pandavas of their possessions. 
This is very probably the correct meaning.— T. 

[16] 
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thou art for making speeches, but will not Vibhatsn, that 
slayer of foes, exterminate us all ? If it be gods, or Oandharvaa, 
or Aauras, or Bskahasas, will Dhananjaya the son of Eunti 
desist to fight firom panic? Inflamed with wrath, upon 
whomsoever he will fall, even him he will overthrow like a 
tree under tiie weight of Gadura ! Superior to thee in prowess, 
in bowmanship equal unto the lord himself of the celestials^ 
and in battle equal unto Vftsudeva himself, who is there that 
would not praise P^ha? Counteracting celestial weaponer 
with celestial, and human weapons with human, what man 
is a match for Arjuna t Those acquainted with the scriptures 
^ declare that a disciple is no way inferior to a son, and it ia 
for this that the son of Pandu is a favorite of Drona. Employ 
thou the means now which thou hadst adopted in the match 
at dice, — ^the same means, viz, by which thou hadst subjugated 
Indraprastha, and the same means by which thou hadst dragged 
Erishni to the assembly ! This thy wise ui^le, fully conversant 
with the duties of the Kahatriya order — this deceitful gambler 
Cakuni the prince of GindhSra, let him fight now! The 
GdTidiva, however, doth not cast dice such as the Krita or 
the Dvodpara,* but it shooteth upon foes blazing and keen* 
edged shafts by myriads. The fierce arrows shot firom the CfaU" 
diva, endued with great energy and furnished with vulturine 
wings,f can pierce even mountains. The destroyer of all| 
named Yama, and V&jru, and the horse-faced Agni, leave some 
remnant behind, but Dhananjaya inflamed with wrath never 
doth so4 As thou hadst, aided by thy uncle, played at dice in 
the assembly, so do thou fight in this battle protected by 
Suvala's son. Let the preceptor, if he chooses, fight ; I shall 
Bot however, fight with Dhananjaya. We are to fight with 

* Names of tvfo out of the four dice used in play. — T. 

t Some texts read d^vithopamd for Odrdhapatrdi iutejanai. The 
dfference of meaning is scarcely of much consequence. — T. 

% There ia a difference of reading here. Some texts read, Antakai 
{Romano Mrityui, others (as the Bnrdwan edition) AnUtbai Pavano Mrityw. 
Thereadin<», however, 1 ^reiet \% Antakcu Camaw) Vdyui. The first read* 
\n% is evidently objectionable. The second is equally so for- placing 
Pavanas between two words that are connected intimately. — T. 
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the king of the Matsyas if, indeed, he cometh in the track of 
thekine!'" 

Thus ends the fiftieth Section in the Go-harana of the 
Vir&ta Panra. 



Section LI. 

( Go'harana Parva continued. ) 

''Bhishma said,— 'Drona's son observeth well, and Kripa, to<^ 
observeth rightly. As for Kama, it is only out of r^r^otl for 
the duties of the Eshatriya order that he desu^th to fight. 
Ko man of wisdom can blame the preceptor. I, however, am 
of opinion that fight we must, considering both the time and 
the place. Why should not that man be bewildered who 
hath five adversaries effulgent as five suns, who are heroic 
combatants and who have just emerged firom adversity ? Even 
they that are conversant with morality are bewildered in respect 
of their own interest& It is for this, O king, that I tell thee this, 
whether my words be acceptable or not ! What Kama said 
unto thee was only for raising our (drooping) courage. As 
regards thyself, O preceptor's son, forgive everything! The 
business at hand is very grave ! When the son of Eunti hath 
come, this is not the time for quarrel ! Everything should now 
be forgiven by thyself and the preceptor Eripa. As light in 
the sun, so doth the mastery of all weapons reside in you ! 
As beauty is never separated firom Chcmdramcts, so are the 
Vedda and the Br^ma weapon both established in you. It 
is often seen that the four Vedaa dwell in one olgect and Kshcb- 
triya attributes in another. We have never heard of these 
two dwelling together in any other person than the preceptor 
of the Bharata race and his son. Even this is what I think. In 
the Vend&ntaa, in the Purdnas, and in old histories, who, 
save J&madagni, O king, would be Drona'e superior ? A com* 
bination of the Brdhma weapon with the Vedae, — this is 
never to be seen anjrwhere else. O preceptor's son, do thou 
forgive ! This is not the time for disunion ! Let all of us^ 
uniting, fight with Indra's son who hath come ! Of all the 
calamities of im army that have been enumerated by men of 
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wisdom, the wont is disunion among the leaden f A^wathi-^ 
man said, — 'O bull among men, these thy just observatioinfl 
need not be uttered in our presence : the preceptor, however, 
filled with wrath, had spoken of Arjuna's virtues.*. The virtue^ 
of even an enemy should be admitted, while the feiults of even 
one's preceptor may be pointed out : therefore, one should, to 
the best of his power, declare the merits of a son or a didple f 

" Duryodhana said, — 'Let the preceptor grant his forgiveness 
and let peace be restored ! If the {Hreceptor be at one with us, 
whater^ should be done (in view of the present emergency) 
would seem w have been abready done/ "f 

Vai^amf&yana coxitinued— ''Th^, O Bh&rata, Duryodhana 
assisted by Kama and Kripa, and the high-souled Bbiskmm 
.pacified Drona.^ 

''Drona said, — ^'Appeased I have ah-eady been at the words 
first spoken by Bhishma the son of C&ntanu ! Let such arrange^ 
tnents be made that Pirtha may not be able toapproadi Duxyo* 
dfaanain battle. And let such arrangements be made that king 
Dmryodhana may not be captured by the foe, in consequence 
either of his rashness or want of judgment.§ Arjuna hath not, 
to be sure, revealed himself before the expiry dT the term of 



* Moat of the vemacular translators have misunderstood this pass* 
^ge. What A^watthtoan says is— ^Thou needest not, O Bhishma, tell 
us all this, for we are folly alive to the importance of the truths you 
have uttered. The fact, however, of Drona's having spoken thus of 
Arjuna is due to his wrath at the deceitful ways of prince Duryodhana.^ 
This, therefore, is an acknowledgment on A^watthftman's part of the 
justness of Bhishma's remarks and, at the same time, an apologetic just- 
fication of Drona for the latter's praise of Arjuna at a time when such 
fHraise tended to dishearten the troops. — T, 

t There is a difference of reading here. IV>r tachriitam feeJ^dritam 
some texts read na krtiam feshakctritdm. This last should be taken as 
im interrogative, and the sense would remain unaltered. — T. 

X Some editions read the adjective ''high-souled" in connection with 
••Kripa.''-.r. 

§ The reading of the incomplete annotated Boy press edition is very 
faulty here. For nopasarpati Bangar4 it reads nd,yam pagyati saiinidn 
which gives no meaning. Then again an entire line is omitted, viz, yatha 
puryodhano raja na gawheddwis hatdm va^(Jim,—T, 
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exile. Nor will he pardon this act (of ours) today, having 
only recovered the kine. Let such arrangements, thereforei, 
be made that he may not succeed in attacking Dhritar&shtra'f 
49(m and defeating our troop& like myself (who am doubtful 
of the completion of the period of exile) Duryodfaana fdso had 
said 60 before. Bearing it in mind, it behoveth the son c^ 
Gangi to fiay what is true.' "* 

Thus ends the fifty-first Section in the Qo-harana of the 
Vir&taParva. 



Section LIL 

(Go'harana Parva continued.) 

^*Bhishma said,— 'The wheel of time revolves with its divi- 
mam, viz, with Kalda and Kdethas and Muhairtas and days 
tind fortnights and months and coooystellations and planets and 
.seasons and years.*|- In consequence of their fractional excesses 
and ike deviations also of the heavenly bodies there is an 
increase of two months in every five years. It seems to mit 
"that calculating this wise, there would be an excess of five 
Vdonths doA twelve nights in thirteen years. Everytliing» 
therefore, that the sons of Panda had promised, hath been 
exactly fulfilled by them. Knowing this to be eertain, Yibhatsu 
iiath made his appearance. All of them are high-souled and 
«all fully conversant with the meanings of the scriptures. How 
would they deviate from virtue that have Yudhishthira for their 
^ide ? The sons of Kunti do not yield to temptation. They 
have achieved a difficult feat. If they had coveted the poss- 
ession of thdr kingdom by unfair means, then those descendants 
of the Kuru race would have sought to display their prowess 
-at the time of the match at dice. Bound in bonds of virtue, 

* It is impossible to note all the differences of reading that oon»e un> 

der one's observation if only he keeps open before him four or five text9f 

<f or there sure very few sloJkcu of any text that ocear in exactly the 

same form in another text. I have noted only the more important of 

4^he discrepancies. — T. 

f A k€tld is a lunar digit ; a kdsthd is a thirtieth part of a kdld, and 
a muhurta is an hour of 46 minutes.-^?'. 
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thBy did not deviate from the duties of the Eshatriya order. 
He that will regard them to have behaved &lsely will sorely 
meet with defeat ! The sons of Prithi would prefer death to 
fidsehood When the time, however, comes, those bulls among 
men— the Rlndavas— endued with energy liie that of Cakrs, 
do not give up what is theirs even if it is defended by the 
wielder himself of thunderbolt. We shall have to oppose in battle 
^e foremost of all wielders of weapons. Therefore, let such 
advantageous arrangements as have the sanction of the good and 
the honest be now made without loss of time so that our po8s« 
essions may not be appropriated by the foe. O king of kings, 
O Eaurava, I have never seen a battle in which one of the 
parties could say, — we are sure to win. Here especially it is 
Dhananjaya that hath come! When a battle occurs, there 
must be victory or defeat, prosperity or adverdty. Without 
doubt, a party to a battle must have either of the two* There- 
fore, O king of kings, whether a battle be now proper or not, 
consistent with virtue or not, make thy arrangements soon, for 
Dhananjaya is at hand !' 

''Duryodhana swd, — 'I will not, O grandsire, give back the 
Pandavas their kingdom ! Let every preparation, therefore, for 
battle be made without delay !' 

''Bhishma said, — 'Listen to what I regard as proper if it 
pleases thee ! I should always say what is for thy good, O Kbxm^ 
rava ! Proceed thou towards the capital, without loss of time, 
taking with thee a fourth part of the army. And let another 
fourth march, escorting the kine. With half the troops we 
will fight the P&ndava. Myself and Drona, and Kama and 
Aswathiman and Eripa will resolutely withstand Yibhatsu, 
or the king of the Matsyas, or Indra himself, if he approach* 
Indeed, we will withstand any of these like the bank with* 
standing the surging sea !' "* 

Vaifampiyana continued, — "These words spoken by the 
-i 

* I prefer to read kritanischayds to kritaniichatfam. If the latter be the 
correct reading, which is very doubtful, it would refer to Vibhatsu, or 
the king of the Matsyas, or to Catakratn. In the last line also, aham 
ifi evidently incorrect. The tme reading is Vayam (we) and the succeed- 
ing verb is plural and not singular as many texts read.-;-. 2* 
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high-souled Bhishma were acceptable to them, and the king of 
the Kauravas acted accordingly without dela y. And having sent 
away the king and then the kine, ^ishma began to array the 
soldiers in order of battle* And adoressing the preceptor, he 
said, — ^'O preceptor, stand thou in the centre, and let Aswa- 
tUlman stand on the left, and let the wise Eripa son of 
Saradwata, defend the right wing, and let Kama of the Suta 
caste, clad in mail, stand in the van. I will stand in the rear 
of the whole army, protecting it from that point/ ** 

Thus ends the fifty-second Section in the Go-harana of the^ 
Virita Parva* 



Section Lin. 

(Oo'harana Pa/rva continued.) 

Vaii^mpiyana sidd. — ^'^ After the Kauravas, O Bharata, had 
taken their stand in this order, Aijuna, filling the air with the 
rattle and din of his car, advanced quickly towards them* 
And the Eurus beheld his banner-top and heard the 
rattle and din of his car as also the twang of the Odndiva 
stretched repeatedly by him. And noting all this, and seeing 
that great car-warrior — the wielder of the OSndivd-^come^ 
Prooa sppke thus, — 'That is the banner-top of Pirtha which 
shineth at a dista^ce, and this is the noise of his car, and that 
is the ape that roareth firightfuUy.* Indeed, that ape striketh 
terror in the troops. And there stationed on that excellent car, 
the foremost of car-warriors draweth that best of bows, the 
Odndiva, whose twang is as loud as the thunder. Behold, these 
two shafts coming together fall at my feet, and two others pass 
off barely touching my ears. Completing the period of exile 
and having achieved many wonderful feats, Partha saluteth 
me and whispereth in my ears. Endued with wisdom and 
beloved of his relatives, this Dhananjaya <the son of Pandu, 
is, indeed, beheld by us after a long time, blazing with beauty 
and grace ! Possessed of car and arrows, furnished with hand<v 
some fences and quiver and conch and banner and coat of mail, 

* Some texts read e»ha gkoro rathfuydjau for esha gho$ha$ m rathajai. 
The difference of meaning is scarcely of much consequence.-* 7*. 
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decked with diadem and scimitar and bow, the son of Pritlii 
shineth like the blazing (Homa) fire surrounded with sacrifi-^ 
cial laddies and fed with sacrificial butter f "* 

yai9amp&yana continued, — "Beholding the Eurus ready for 
battle, Arjuna addressing Matsya's son in words suitaUc ta 
the occasion said, — ^'O charioteer, restrain thou the steeds at such 
a point whence my arrows may reach the enemy. Meanwhile 
let me see where, in the midst of this army, is that vile wretcb 
of the Kuru race ! Disregarding all these, and singling out that 
vainest of {Hrinces, I will &11 upon his head, for upon the defeat 
of that wretch the others will regard themselves as defeated^ 
There standeth Drona, and there after him his son ! And there 
are those great bowmen— Bhishma and Kripa and EamiL I 
do not see, however, the king here ! I suspect that anxious 
(o .save his life, he retreateth by the southern road, taking 
away with him the kine ! Leaving this array of car- warriors^ 
proceed to the spot where Suyodhana ia There will I fight, 
O son of Virata, for there the battle will not be firuitless ! 
Defeating him I will come back, taking away the kine !' " 

Yai^ampiyana continued. — ''Thus addressed, that son of 
Yirita restrained the steeds with an effort and turning them 
by a pull at the bridle from the spot where those bulls of the 
Kuru race were, urged them on towards the place wh^re Dur* 
yodhana was. And as Arjuna went away leaving that thick 
array of cars, Eripa,f guessing his intention, addressed his 
own comrades, saying, — 'This Vibhatsu desireth not to take 
up his stand at a spot remote firom the king. Let us quickly 
&li upon the flanks of the advancing hero.{ When inflamed 

* For onoe I find tke reading of the Boy Press edition better tiian 
that of other texts and I accordingly adopt it. It reads gikhi vrUa$ 
$rugbhirivdjvasikt(X8 for gikhi ghritasrugbhirivdvasiktds. Srug means a 
sacrificial laddie (for pouring clarified butter) ; ghrita-srug^ therefore, 
is tautologicial. Then again, djyasiktas is very plain, meaning '* fed with 
batter " 6r, rather, «* poured over with batter. " But what is gkrUa^ 
mrugbhirivdvoiiktas ? II it has any meaning, it is scarcely poetieal. — T. 

t Some editions read Drona, — ^T. 

} To seize the pdrshni of a car is, to attack it from the sides or fall 
Upon its flanks. The mdverhjavefM (quickly) may qualify abhi^dst^tds. 
1 prefer, however, to take it as qualifying grahishtfUmas.^T. 
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with wrath, none else, unassisted^ can encounter him in 
battle save the deity of a thousand eyes> or Krishna the son 
of Devaki !* Of what use to us would the kine be or this 
vast wealth also, if Duryodhana were to sink, like a boat, in 
the Pdrtha sea I'f Meanwhile Vibhatsu, having proceeded to* 
wards that division of the army, announced himself qpeedily by 
name, and covered th^ troops with his arrows thick as locusts. 
And covered with those countless shafts shot by Fartha, the 
hostile warriors could not see anything, the earth itself andi 
the sky becoming overwhelmed therewith. And the soldiers who 
had been ready for the fight were so confounded that none could 
even fly from the field. And beholding the light-handedness o£ 
P&rtha they all applauded it mentally. And Aijuna then blew 
his conch which always made the bristles of the foe stand 
erect And twanging his best of bows, he urged the creatures 
on his flagstaff to roar more frightfully. And at the blare o£ 
bis conch and the rattle of his car-wheels, and the twang o£ 
the OcLndiva, and the roar of the superhuman creatures sta* 
tioned on his flagstaff, the earth itself began to tremble. And 
shaking their upraised tails and lowing together, the kina 
turned back, proceeding along the southern road.' " 

Thus ends the fifty-third Section in the Qo-harana of the 
Virata F^urva. 



* A half'9loha is inserted here m some texts which looks like an inter* 
gelation. It \Hdehdir}fy(idoA9apwtrdce^ 

<< or the preceptor with his son, vis* that great car*warrior Bharadwftja's 
•on.^' If the speaker be Drona, such self-praise would be absurd. 
Ifi again, the speaker be Kripa, it would not be in keeping with the 
whole tenor of his addre8S.^T. 

t Almost every edition has a reading of its own, as regards this line. 
The correct reading, I apprehend, is Dwryodhawx, Partkajale yadi 
nauiriva majjati. The Boy Press edition adds two syllables to the second 
toot and thus forgets even metre in correcting the reading.— T. 

[17] 
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Section LIV. 

( Oo-harana Pwva cantiimed. ) 

' Yai^ampfiyana said.— "Having disorganised the hostile host 
ky fcHTce, and recovered the kine, that fcnremost of bowm^; 
desirous of fighting again, {nrooeeded towards Duiyodhana» 
And behokfing the kine running wild towards the city <^ ihe^ 
Matsyas, the foremost warricm of the Kurus regarded Kiritinr 
to have abea<fy achieved success. And all on a sudden they 
fell upon Aijuna who was advancing towards Duryodhana. And 
beholding their countless divisions firmly arrayed in order of 
battle with countless banners waving over them, that slayer 
of foes, addresdng the son of the king ot the Matsyas, said,— i 
^Urge on, to the best of their speed, by this road, these white 
steeds decked with goldra bridles! Strive thou well, for I 
would a]q>roaoh this crowd of Kuru lion&* Like an dephant' 
deortng an encounter with anotiber, the Suta'e son of wicked sou) 
eagierly desbeth a battle with me. Take me, prince, to him 
who hath grown so proud under the patronage of Duryo^itoar 
Thus addreteed, the son of IHrita, by means of tl»)se largQ 
steeds endued with the speed of the wind and furnished #ith 
golden armour, broke that array of cars and took the Buir 
dava into the midst of the battle-field. And seeing this, those 
mighty car-warriors, Chitrasena and Sangr&majit and Satru* 
sahaand Jaya» desirous of aiding Kama, rushed, with arrows 
and long shafts,t towards the advancing hero of Bharata*d 
ItMse. 93ien tiiat foremost of men, inflamed with wrath, begiau to 
consume by means of fiery arrows shcrt horn his bow, that array 
dof can belonging to those bulls amongthe Kurus, like a tre<^ 
jmendous: conflagrati<m consuming a forest* Then, wh^i the 
Jbc^ttle began tQ rage furiouslyi the Kuru hew, Vik^rua,, mounts 



* Some editioBB read dtadaye-ayam for Asdcfy^-aham, The latter ik 
jmdmiUedly the corr^t reading, for ^e former is oagrammatieal, ojfan 
being a masculine pronominal adjective inci^>aj[>le of qa«lif jing Kutr^ 
pnghavrindam which is neuter.— T. 

f Some texts read Vigddait for Vip^thais, The latter seems to be 
preferable.— T. * 
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ed on his car, appl^oached tkat fcfremost of car- warriors, Partha 
the younger brother of Bhima, — ^showering upon him terriblQ 
iftafts thick and long.* Then cutting Vikama's bow tonished 
with a tough string and boms overlaid with gokl, Arjuna cu4^ 
off his flagsta£ And Yikama, beholding his" flagstaff cut off| 
a|»eedily took to flight. And after Vikama's flight, Satoun>- 
tapa, unable to repress his ire, began to affiict Flrtha> thob 
obstructer of foes and achiever of superhuman feats^ by 
means of a perfect shower of awowaf And drowned, as it 
were, in the midst of the Euru-array, Aijuna^ pierced by 
that mighty car-wmirior, — ^king Satruntapa — pierced i^he hitter 
in return with five and then slew his car-driver with ten 
diafts* And pierced by that bull of the Bharsta race with an 
arrow capable of cleaving the thidkest coat of mail, Satrun^ 
^ laqpa fell dead on the fiekl of battle, like a tree from u mounr 
tain-top torn up by the wind. And those brave bulls among 
men, mangled in battie by that braver bull among men, heg^ax 
to waver and tremble like mighty forests shaken by the violence 
of the wind that blows at the time ^ the universal dis^ 
Bolution* And struck in battle by P&rtha the son of Vasava^ 
thosB well-Aressed heroes among men^-tiiose givers of wealtfc 
^dued with the energy of Y&sava— defeated and deprived ef 
life, be^n to m^aisure their lengths on th^ ground, like full- 
grown Himalyan elephants clad in mails of black steel decked 
withgdd Anid like unto a raging fire consuming a f<»reab 
at the dose of summer, that foremost of men, wieltfing^ the 
€Hiiid%va, began to ranges the field in bH direotioi^ slayit^ hi» 
foes in battle thus. And as the wind rangeth at will, seatter- 
ing masses of clouds atid fiEkUen leaves in the seascm of sprii^, 
ao did that foremost <rf.cai^-warriors^ — ^Kiritin-nrange in that 

* Some editiona read AiircUha making it an adjjoctave c^ Yikarna. 
This is certainly erroneous. The correct reading is Atiraikam qualify^ 
ing Pdrtkam, Then again Kuru-praviram should be Kwru-pravirat, It 
should evidently qualify Yikarna who fou^t on the Kum side.^ Through- 
out this section Drona and Aswatt^ftman and Eripa and others have all 
been styled Euru-pravirds.^-T, 

t Some texts read P&rihamamrwhr/amam for kopamamrighyamdm. 
The former is incorrect.— T, 
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battle, scattering all his foes before him* And soon slaying 
the red steeds yoked unto the car of SangriUnajit the brother 
of Vikartana's son, that hero decked in diadem and endued 
with great vigor then cut off his antagonist's head by acreecent* 
shaped arrow. And when his brother was duo, Vikartana'a 
son of the 8uta caste, mustering all his prowess, rushed at 
Arjuna^ like a huge elephant with out-stretched tusks,* or like 
a tiger at a mighty bull And the son of Vikartana quiddy 
pierced the son of Findu with twelve shafts and all his steeda 
also in every part of their bodies and Virita's son too in 
bis band And rushing impetuously against Vikartana's son 
who was suddenly advancing against him, Kiritin attacked 
him fierody, like Gadura of variegated plumage swooping 
down upon asnake. And both of them were foremost ol bow- 
men, and both were ^idued with great str^igth, and both 
capable of daying foes. And seeing that an ^loounter was 
imminent between them, the Kauravas, anxious to witness i1^ 
stood aloof as lookers-on* And beholding the offender Kama» 
the son of Findu, excited to fury, and glad also at having 
him, soon made him, his horses, his car, and car-driver invidble 
by means of a frightful shower of countless arrowa And the 
vrnxncn of the Bharatas headed by Bhishma^ with theu^ 
horses, elephants, and cars, pierced by Kiritin and rendered 
invisible by means of his shafts, their ranks also scattered and 
broken, began to wail aloud in grie£ The illustrious and heroic 
Karaa, however, counteracting with numberiess arrows of his 
own those shafts shot by Aijuna's hand, soon burst forth in view 
with bow and arrows like a blazing fire. And then there arose 
the sound of loud clapping of hands, with the blare of conchs 
and trumpets and kettle-drums made by the Eurus while they 
iq[>plauded Yikartana's son who filled the atmosphere with the 
aound of his bowstring flapping against his fence. And beholding 
£iritin filling the air with the twang of the Odndiva, and the 



* Dantau in the daal is explained bj Nilakantha as meanin^^, *^onn- 
tain summits, ** Arjona and Uttara being compared thus. This ingenuity, 
however, is worthless, considering that maharshahham in the next breath 
is singular* Pragrihya dantau^ therefore, would mean, as the Burdwaa 
Pundits think, ** stretching out(his) two tusks. "— T. 
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upraised tiul of the monkey that constituted his flag, and the 
terrible creatures yelling furiously from the top of his flagstaff, 
Kama sent forth a loud roar. And afflicting, by means of his 
shafts, Vikartana's son along with his steeds^ car, and car-driver, 
Eiritin impetuously poured an arrowy shower on him, casting 
bis eyes on the grandsire and Drona and Eripa And Vikartana's 
son also poured upon Partha a heavy shower of arrows like a 
rain-charged cloud. And the diadem-decked Arjuna also covered 
Kama with a thick down-pour of keen-edged shafts. And the two 
heroes stationed on their cars, creating clouds of keen-edged 
arrows in a combat carried on by means of countless shafts 
and weapons, appeared to the spectators like the sun and the 
moon covered by clouds. And the light-handed Kama, unable 
to bear the sight of the foe, pierced the four horses of the 
diadem-decked hero with whetted arrows, and then struck his 
car-driveif with three shafts, and his flag-staff also with three. 
Thus struck, that grinder of all adversaries in battle, that 
bull of thc^ Euru race, Jishnu wielding the Odndiva, like a 
lion awaked from slumber, furiously attacked Kama by meana 
c^ straight-going arrows. And afflicted by the arrowy shower 
(of Elama), that illustrious achiever of superhuman deeds 
soon displayed a thick shower of arrows in return. And 
he covered Kama's car with countless shafts like the sun 
tM>vering the different worlds with his rays. And like a lion 
attacked by an elephant, Arjuna, taking some keen crescent* 
Ishaped arrows from out of his quiver and drawing his bow to 
his ear, pierced the Suta'a son on every part of his body. And 
that grinder of foes pierced Kama's arms and thighs and head 
and forehead and neck and other principal parts of his body 
with whetted shafts endued with the impetuosity of the 
thunder-bolt and shot from the OSndiva in battle. And 
mwgled and afflicted by the arrows shot by Partha the sod 
of P&ndu, Vikartana's son, quitted the van of battle, and 
quickly took to flight, like one elephant vanquished by an^ 
other.'" 

Thus ends the fifty-fourth Section in the Go-harana of the 
Yirita Parva. 
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Section LV. 
( Go-ha/rana Parva continued. ) 

VaL<;amp&yaiia said. — ''After the son of Rddha had fled bom- 
the field, other warriors headed by Duryodhana, one after an-- 
other, fell upon the son of Pandu with their respective divisional 
And like the shore withstanding the fury of the surging sea, 
that warrior withstood the rage of that countless host rushing- 
towards him, arrayed in ordar of battle and showering clouds <^ 
anrows. And then that foremost of car-warriors, Eunti's son Vi- 
bhatsu of white steeds, rushed towards the foe, evolving celestial 
wtopons the while. And Firtha soon covered all the pconta 
of the horizon with countless arrows shot £rom the G&ndiv€h 
like the sun covering the whole earth with his rays. And amongsft 
those that fought on cars and luHrses and elephants, and 
amongst the mail-dad foot-soldiers, there was none that had <m 
hia body a space of even two fingers brdadth unwounded with 
sharp arrows^ And for his dexterity in appljdng celestial 
weapons, and for the training of the steeds bsA the skill of 
Uttara^ and for the coursing of lus weapons, and his prowess 
and light-handedness, people began to regard Arjuna as the fire 
tiiat Uaoeth forth during the time of the universal dissolutioii 
for consuming all created things. And n<nie amongst the foe 
could cast his eyes on Aijuna who shone like a biasing fire of 
great effulgence. And mangled by the anrows of Arjtma, th# 
hostile ranks looked like newly-risen clouds on the breast of a 
bill reflecting tiie solar rays, or like groves of Afoka treet 
resplendant with clui^iers of flowers.* Indeed, a£9icted by the 
arrows of Partha, the soldiers looked like these, or like a 
beautiful garland whose flowers gradually wither and drop awajfb 
And the all-pervading wind bore on its wings in the sky tha 
torn ^gs and umbrellas of the hostile host. And afirighted 
at the havoc amongst their own ranks, the steeds fled in aU 
directions, freed from theur yokes by means of Fartha's arrows 

. * Some read cchanndni vahufcu ^ubkms for fulldm tusumais ^ubAais^ 
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and dragging after them broken portions of cars. And the 
elephanta, struck on their ears and ribs and tusks and nether 
lips and other delicate parts of the body, began to drop do¥m cm 
the battle-field And the earth, bestrewn in a shcnrt time with 
the corpses of elephants belonging to the Euravas, looked like 
the Ay overcast with masses of black clouds. And as that fire of 
Uaang flames at the end of the Tv{fa consumeth all perishable 
things of the world, both mobile and immobile, so did Pirtha^ 
O king, consume all foes in battle ! And by the eneigy of hiis 
weapons and the twang of his bow, and the preternatural yells of 
Hke creatures statiimed on his flagstaff, and the terrible roar of 
Ae monkey, and by the blast of his conch, that mighty grinds 
of foes, Yihbatsu, struck terror into the hearts of all the troops 
of Duryodhana. And the strength of eveiy hostile warrior, 
seemed, as it were, to be levelled to the dust at the very sight of 
Arjuna. And unwilling to commit the daring act of sin of 
slaying them that were defenceless, Aijuna suddenly fell back 
and attacked the army firom behind by means of clouds ct 
keen-edged arrows proceeding towards their aims like hawks 
let off by fowlers. And he soon covered the entire welkin 
withelusters of blood-drinking arrows. And as the (infinite) 
tays of the powerful sun, entering a small vessel, are contract^ 
ed within it for want of space, so the countless shafts ci 
j&rjuna could not find space for their expansion even wiijiin the 
Tast welkin. Poes were able to behold Aijuna's oar, when neai^^ 
only once, for immediately after, they were with thenr horses sent 
to the other world* And as his arrows unobstructed by the 
iKxlies of foes always passed through them, so his car, unimpedecl 
;by hostile hmks, always passed through the latteUP And, in« 
deed, he began to toss about and agitate the hostile troops with 
great violence like the thousand-headed Vfisuki sporting in the 
^reat ocean. And as Eiritin incessantly shot his shaits, th^ 
jOLoise of his bow-string, transcending every sound, was so louil 
itiiat the like of it had never been heard hetote by created beings. 
•And the elephants crowding the field, their bodies pierced 
*with (blazing) arrows with small intervals between, looked 
•Hke black clouds coruscated with solar rays. And ranging in all 
jdirectiona and shooting (arrows) right and left,. Arjuna's bait 
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was always be seen drawn to a perfect circle. And the anrowa 
of the wielder of the Qchidiva never fell upon anything except 
the aim, even as the eye never dwelleth on anything that ia 
not beautiful. And as the track of a herd of elephants march- 
ing through the forest is made of itself, so was the track made 
of itself for the car of EirituiL And struck and mangled by 
Firtha, the hostile warriors thought that— Ferity, Indra him,'* 
adf, desirous of P3rtha*8 victory, accompcmied by aU the 
immortah is slayvag ua I And they also regarded Vijaya^ who 
was making a terrible slaughter around, to be none else 
than Death himself who, having assumed the form of Arjuna^ 
was slaying all creatures. And the troops of the Eurus, struck 
by Pirtha, were so mangled and shattered that the scene 
looked like the deed of Pirtha himself and could compare withi 
nothing else save what was observable in Pirtha's combats, 
And he severed the heads of foes, even as reapers cut off the 
tops of deciduous herbs. And the Eurus all lost their energy 
owing to the terror begot of Arjuna. And tossed and mangled 
by die Arjuna gale, the forest of Arjuna's foes reddened 
the earth with purple secretions. And the dust mixed with 
blood, uplifted by the wind, made the very rays of the sun 
redder stilU And soon the sun-decked sky became so red that 
^t looked very much like the evening. Indeed, the sun ceaseth 
to shed his rays as soon as besets, but the son of Pindu ceased 
not to shoot his shafts. And that hero of inconceivable eneigy 
overwhelmed, by means of his celestial weapons, all the great 
bowmen of the enemy although they were possessed of great 
prowess. And Arjuna then shot three and seventy arrows of 
aharp poinip at Drona, and ten at Dussaha» and eight at Drona's 
aon, and twelve at Dusgasana^ and three at Eripa the son of 
Garadwat. And that slayer of foes pierced Bhishma the son of 
C&ntanu with six arrows, and king Duryodhana with a hundred. 
And, lastly, he pierced E^ama in the ear with a bearded shaft. 
And when that great bowman Eama^ skilled in all weapons, was 
thus pierced, and his horses and car and car-driver were all des- 
troyed, the troops that supported him began to break. And be« 
holding those soldiers break and give way, the son of Virata, de- 
sirous of knowing Fartha's purpose, addressed him on the field of 
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battle, and fittdd,— '0 Firtha, standing on this beautiful car, 
with myself as charioteer, towards which division shall I go I 
For, commanded by thee, I would soon take thee thither !* 

** Arjuna replied,— '0 XJttara, yonder auspicious warrior 
whom thou seest cased in coat of tiger skin and stationed on 
fais car furnished with a blue flag and drawn by red steeds, is 
Kripa ! There, that is the van of Kripa's division ! Take me 
thither ! I shall show that great bowman my swiftrhandednesa 
in archery. And that warrior whose flag beareth the device of 
an elegant water-pot Vorked in gold, is the preceptor Drona— 
that foremost of all wielders of weapons ! He is always an objects 
of regard with me as also with all bearers of arms ! Do thouj 
therefore, circumambulate that great hero cheerfully ! Let us 
bend our heads there, for that is eternal virtue ! If Drona 
strike my body first, then shall I strike him, for then he will 
not be able to resent it. There, close to Drona, that warrior 
whose flag beareth the device of a bow, is the preceptor's son^ 
the great car-warrior A9watth&man, who is always an object of 
regard with me as also with every bearer of arms ! Do thou, 
therefore, stop aga^ and again, while thou comest by his 
car ! There, that warrior who stayeth on his car, cased in 
golden mail and surrounded by a third part of the army 
consisting of the most efficient troops, and whose flag beareth 
the device of an elephant in a ground of gold, is the illustri- 
ous king Duryodhana the son of Dhritarishtra ! O hero, take 
before him this thy car that is capable of grinding hostile 
cars ! This king is difficult of being vanquished in battle and 
is capable of grinding all foes! He is regarded as the first 
of all Drona's disciples in lightness of hand. I shall, in battle, 
show him my superior swiftness in archery! There, tha* 
warrior whose flag beareth the device of a stout chord for bind- 
ing elephants, is Kama the son of Vikartana, already known to 
thee ! When thou comest before that wicked son of Radha, 
be thou very careful, for he always challength me to an encoun- 
ter ! And that warrior whose flag is blue and beareth the 
device of five stars with a sun (in the centre), and who, endued 
with great energy, sta/eth on his car holding a huge bow iu 
hand and wearing excellent fences^ and over whose head is ait 

[18] 
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umbrellorof pure whjte, who »1«n<Mb lit HU hMd of a mtdU-: 
tudinous array of oan wi«i viMrioiia flfig9 Md bawiers, like tha 
sun in advance of masses of bteckrfaucktocl whose mail of gold 
^ooks bright as the sun « the moon, aod who witii his bthnet of 
gold stiiketh terrcv into mjf be^, is Bhiibma tiie son of C&itoi^ 
^d tie gr^K}sire of ua all! Bntsrtaiasd witii wegsi spleni* 
dour by Duryodhana, he is Voiy partial and wBllnaffected to* 
^ards that prinoe. Lethiml^t appimahed kst oIjbII ftt h^ 
may, even now, be aiit>fastaoI« to me 1 While fighting with 
him, do thou carefoUy guide the irteeds f Thus addreaied by 
^im, Virata's son, kitig» guided Swyasiohin's car «i^ great 
alacrity towards the s^ where Eripa ateod aasdous *o fight " > 
Thus ends the fifty-fifth Bectkn ctf 1^ Qo-faHrana of th^ 
yirfttaParvai 



Sectiow LVI. 
( Oo'hamna Parya continued. ) 

Vi9ampSyana s^.— "Aud the rattks of those fieree bolrmon/ 
|ihe Kurus, looked like mimses of clwds ift the rainy d^ason 
drifting before a gentle wmd And elofo (to tiiose ranks of 
fi)ot-aoldiers) stood the eneipey'i? 1|<»B^ ridden by temWe warn** 
prs.* And there were also el^bf^Oi^s i^ t^UeinkB, lookiag 
resplendent in beautifiil armouf^ ridd^u by skiUf(d «9eibitaikt8 
and urg«d on with ir^ crows ^nd hook^ And, klag, moun^ 
ted on a beautiful car« Cakra came <^ere i^ceompamed by the 
celestials, — ^the VicvHXSf and the J£cia!*]^ And erowifed with 
gods, Takshas, Oandhatrvaa^ and Jfagc^s, ifbe |Qma»e»t looked 
as resplendent as it does wbe9 bespaogled with the jim^f^fay^ 
constellaticms in a cloudless night.f And the celestial^ ^w^Eke 
there, each on hi3 owu ecM^, desirous i^ bebok^g the ^^w^y 

( I I I > III I I I I I I 1 .1 JJLI I I . 

^ Some editions re^A fralarmc^ t^ prak^rSfhis. Tb^ gxai^mar thf^ 
would certainly be faulty. In fact, the infitnunental plural ia the ^m 
rect reading. PraA^m Hterallj m^ans a smiter, hence a skilly or fierce 
combatant. — 7, 

t Some texts read Tadmm lor Tmdd69€^^ ^ieh is absurd, and again 
fhrak^nckmiva rmndctktn fXkt Chufmrifock J^AkimihaUfm^ I h^^ of coueat, 
^dopted the Utter readin|; which is really poetic. — 21 , 
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dt their wedi{)otid In Iramati w^kt^ue^, and for witnessing also the 
fierce a^d niighty (H>tttt)at thM would take plaee when Bhishma' 
and Aijjttna WOnM iMefet • And entbelfiftbed witi gems of eveiy 
kind and es^ble of g&in^ ev^where a* t%e will of the rider, 
the heavenly car of the lord of the celestials, whose roof wdsT 
tipheld by a hundred thousand ptttars of gold with (a central) 
one made entirely of jewila dnd gvffis, was conspicuous in the 
clear sky. And there appeared (m the scene three and thirty 
gods with Visava (at their head), and (many) Gandharvaa and 
Kik^eaaas md S^d^ai eai^ Pifirs, together with the great 
XisMs. Anddeated on the car of the lord of the celestials, 
ilppeared the efttlgeiH! -penatiiS of king Yamimanas and YaUks- 
Mas and Supratdrddstna, and Ashtaka s^d Oivi and Yayiti and 
Ndhnsdia and Gaya; acnd Manu send Puru and Baghu and 
Bhinu and Eri^a^wa and Sagara and Nala.f And there shon6 
fti splenfid artray, ea^ti in its propet place, the cars of Agni and 
r<^and J^mle^a^ YaHina andPinjipatiaiidDhatri and Yid^ 
^fttri and Etivera and Ysitha, and Alamvusha and TJgrasena 
find otheirs, and of th^ Gamdharva Tuxbbura. And all the 
eUe&^ials and the Siddhas, stnd all the ibi^most of sages came 
ffiiere to behold the endownter between Arjuna and the Kurusw 
And the sacked fragi'ance of Celestial gartiinds filW the air like 
that of' bloilefo^iti^ woods at th^ advent of spring. And the red 
ind re(](fitth udab^Iae M<i rdbes and gariands and cJmmomim, 
of thegiodi^artbe!^ w^e^ rtal^iled thei^ looked exceedingly 
beautUbLj; And ^€( dd(^ <^ ^te eaitb doon disappeared and 
bestial) ei!Mgenee I!& Up^ ^tei^yt^ing; And redolent of divine 
perftitiAefi^ the b«eejce bbgaA to flooi^ the combatant$. And the 
fii^^fament deetifekt al^Me mi exceedingly beautiful, decked 
miKk cUrea^ crrit^ imA arrtving^ carer of handsome and various 
make, liil flltwined' w^h £v^r«<» Mrt^ of jewels, and brought 
thither by the fog o mo ot of tbeoelestiiUa, A^ surrounded by the 
poelei^aalsi wA wearing argaiiand'o€lotweiS'and liliues, the powerful 

♦ Somel tieixts rtad jrrigt«f;?«^-#Aw%^ 
Kripa was cefrttiinly ae inferfolr warrioi* eompax^d With Bhishma.— 21 
t In somei editions, KnleujfKib^ tot Puru and Colas' for NdCas.-^t, 
X Some textff read Rm4ni for RoiM^i^^tM^i^ The latter is prefer* 
able.--y. 
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wielder of the thunder-bolt looked exceedingly beantiful on his, 
car. And the slayer of Vala, although he steadfSutly gazed at his 
6on on the field of battle, was not satiated with such g^^sdag" 

And thus ends the fifky-sixth Section in the Oo-harana of 
the Vir&ta Fanra. 



SbohokLVIL 
( Go'harana Parva eontinwd. ) 

Vai^ampiyana s£ud — ^"Beholding the army of the Eurus 
arrayed in order of battle, that descendant of the Euru race» 
Fartha, addressing Yirita's son, said, — 'Do thou proceed to the 
spot where Eripa the son of Caradwat is, going by the southern 
side of that car whose flag is seen to b^ar the device of a goldea 
altar!'" 

VaiQampayana continued.— ''Hearing these words of Dhan<^ 
^^y% the son of Virata urged, without a moment's delay, 
those steeds of silvery hue decked in golden armour. And 
making them adopt, one after another, every kind of the swifter 
paces, he urged those fiery steeds resembling the moon in color. 
And versed in horse-lore, Uttara^ having approached the Eura 
host, turned back those steeds endued with the speed of Uie 
wind. And skilled in guiding vehicles, the prince of Matsyi^ 
sometimes wheeling about, and sometimes proceeding in circulaf 
mazes, and sometimes turning to the left, began to bewilder 
the Eurus. And wheeling round, the intrepid and mighty 
son of Yir&ta at last approached the car of Eripa, and stood 
confronting him. Then announcing his own name, Arjuna 
powerfully blew that best of conchs called Devcidatta,* of loud 
blare. And blown on the field of battle by the mighty JishnUi 
the' blare of that conch was heard like the splitting of a moun* 

* Schlegel, in his version of the Bhagavad-gitA rendtn itkh word 
as '' Theodotes, " calling the conch <^ Krishna as ** Gigantea, " of Bhima, 
«« Arundinca, " of Yudhishthira, " Tirumphatrix, " of Nakula, "Dulci- 
Bona," and lastly, of Sahadeva, ** Qemmiflorea, " the corresponding 
Sanskrit names being Panchajanya^ Paundra^ Anantavijaya^ Suffhosha 
Imd Man^tukpaha. Shough these renderings have all been approved 
fry Wilson, yet they look very pedantic in an English version.— 2^ 
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t&in. And seeing that the conch did not break into a hundred 
fragments when blown by Arjuna, the Eurus with all their 
warriors began to applaud it highly. And having reached the 
very heavens, that sound catneback and was heard even like 
the crash of the thunder^bolt hurled by Maghavat on the moun-. 
tain breast. Thereupon that heroic and intrepid and mighty 
oar-warrior, Oaradwat's son Kripa, endued with strength and 
prowess, waxing wroth at Arjunft, and unable to bear that 
sound, and eager for fight, took up his own sea-begotten conch 
and blew it vehemently. And filling the three worlds, with 
that sound, that foremost of car-warriors took up a large bow 
Imd twanged the bow-string powerfully. And those mighty 
car-warriors, equal unto two suns, standing opposed to each 
other, shone like two masses of autumnal clouds. Then Cara-^ 
dwat's son quickly pierced Pirtha, that slayer of hostile heroes, 
with ten swift and whetted arrows capable of entering into 
the very vitals: And Fritha's son also, on his part, drawing 
that foremost of weapons, the Gdndiva, celebrated over the 
world, shot innumerable iron arrows, all capable of penetratff 
ing into the Very core of the body. Thereupon Eripa, by 
means of whetted shafts, cut into hundreds and thousands of 
'fragments, those blood-drinking arrows of P&rtha before they 
could come up. Then that mighty car-warrior, Pirtha also, 
in wrath, displaying various mancevres, covered all sides witU 
a shower of arrows. And covering the entire welkin with 
his shafts, that mighty warrior of immeasurable soul, the 
son of Prith§., enveloped Sjripa with hundreds of shafts. And 
sorely afflicted by those whetted arrows resembling flames of 
fire, Eripa waxed wroth, and quickly afflicting the high-souled 
Pirtha of immeasurable prowess with ten thousand shafbi^ 
set up on the field of battle a loud roar. Then the heroic 
Arjuna quickly pierced the four steeds of -his adversary with 
four fatal arrows shot from the Odndiva, sharp Bxid straighl^ 
and furnished with golden winjgs.* And pierced by means of 

* An entire line that is read here in some texts seems to be an in- 
terpolation. I have accordingly omitted it It is dhanurdddtfa vivy* 
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lliose wbeftted aitoiv^ reeemblittg flamed of fire» ilioM ste^ 
suddenly reared Ihemflelttee, Md in donsequen^ KrifMi reded 
dtf liis plac^ And eeein^ GbtttAma thrown off hier pfatoe^ 
tdiat sUkyet ef hesttte beroe% ^e descendant ef th^Ktrra UMie/ 
oni of i^gari fi»> his opponenVe dignity, emsed to dfisdiai^e* 
bie ahirfte al him. Ilien te^puning bis pfop^ pbcei Qaniomn^ 
qnickfy piMMd Sft^^yasliehm with ten an^ws fumidied wxtip 
feaihets of the £cmki bird Then w£th s orcmentHafaipedr 
aiTOW of keennsdge, PirUia out off Eripai's bow and leaihsrsr 
fences. And soon Flrtfaa out iff KripaV eoai^ of imail dm 
by means of atvews eaptSiie of ponetntting tiie reify iital^ bu^ 
he did not wound his . person. And divested of his coect oS 
maS, his 1>ody resembiod that of a serpent which bath in seasom 
castoff its slough. And as soon as his bow had been cut 
off by FErtha, Qantatna took up another and stringed it in a 
frioe. And, strwge to say, that^bow of his was also cut ofl^ %y 
Kmiti'ssen, bymeasis of" straight shalba And in this way 
that slayer of hostile heroes, the son of Pindu, cut off othei^ 
bows as soon as they were taken up, one affcer anot5i€*, hf 
Carafidwat's Son, Anrf when all Ms l^ws were thus' cut off, that 
migitty hero burtedf, from his car, at Pindnls son, a javeKri 
Mke unto the blazing thunder-Bolt. T^iereupon, as the gold- 
decked javelin came whizzing through the air with tBe flasB 
6f a meteor, Aijuna cut it off by misans of ten aitowls. And 
be}K>l(fing Ms <fatrt thus cut off l^ the inftelti^ent ArjuniP, 
Kripa quickly took up another bow and almost simultaneously 
shot a numlber of crescent-shaped amws. Partha, howevei^, 
quickly cut^them intio fragments by means of ten kecrf-edged 
diafts. Aiid endued with great energy, the son of Prithi then; 
inflamed with wrath on the field of battle, iKscharged thi^ and 
ten arrows wiietted' on' stone iind resembling flames of firel 
And with one Of these he out oiT the yoke of his adversary's 
car, and wi€h four j^ei^sed his four steedis, and with the sixtfi 
he severed the head of^ his antagt«ii33t*s car-(friver from off his 
body. And witit three that mighty car-w«Mn4or pierced, in- 
that encounter, the tripple bamboo pole of Kripa's car, and 
-with two his two wheels. And with the twelfth a*row Iw 
cut off Eripa's flagstaff. And ;^ii th^ thirteenth £^una^ 
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mho was like Ixtdrsk Mms^U; aa X smUdjagin deriaion, pietced 
Kripa in the bareatt. Then witii his bow cut off, his car broken, 
his steeds slain, his oar^lriTer killed, £ripa leapt down and 
taking up a mace quiaklsr hurled it at Aijuna. But that 
heavy and polish^ mace hurled by Kripa was sent back along 
i^ course, struck by m^ms of Arfuaa's arrowa And then 
tha wsanfi<xm (of Eripa's diTision), destrew of resaiing the 
wrathful son of Caradwat, encountevsd B&ttha fiom all sides 
imd ooveied 1dm with thcdr awows. Thra the son of YirEta, 
turning the steeds to the 1^, begaa to perform the cirouitoue 
evolution called Yamaka, asd thus withstood idL those wart 
riors. And those illustrious buUs amei|g mm, taking Eripa 
with them who had been deprived of hk ear, led him away 
from the vjcsnity of Dhasanjaya the eon of KtintL " 
* 'Hius ends the fifty«eev»th Section in the Go-hacana of thi 
yiriUa Parva. 



S|X)TiOK LVni. 

( Go'harana Parva continued. ) 

c Yai^ami^aiia said.*^^ Aiter Eripa had thus been taken 
fkway, the invineiUe Drona of ne^ steeds, taking up his bow 
to iriudihe had abeady stringed an arrow^ rushed . tofwaids 
Arjuna of white steeds. Andbebriding at i^e great dietaaoe 
^Nun him the jHreoeptor advancing on his gddea ear, Arjuna^ 
^hat fnremost of yiipterious wai!rioi% addressing Uttara, sald,^ 
f^Kessed he thoU| Q $iend, carry me before that warrior on 
whose high banneff>-tflp is seen a golden akar reasmhiing a long 
Pame of fife att4 decked with numerous flsga placed aroondi 
aod whose ear is dmwn by isrta^eda that aK» red ssid laisg^ 
^3K«eedin£^y handsfune and highly trained, af face plea^an^ 
And quiet nuen* and like uato cecals in c^r md with laoea 
of ccqqtefy hue, Ibr that warvinr is Dron& with whom I d^ins 
to figi^t 1 Of long arms juA endued with mighty energy, possr 
essedi of stnongth. and beauty of persoa» eelebrated over aU 
the worlds for hia prowess, resemUing U^anas himself ia 
inteUig^^e aad Yrihaqaati in knowle^g^ of m^otraUty, be k 
i^ottversant with the four Ycdc((9 aod devfl^ed to the pnictio^ 
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of BrahnMcharya virtues. O friend, idl the celestial weapons 
together with the mysteries of their withdrawal, and the en« 
tire science of weapons, always reside in him ! Forgiveness, 
self-control, truth, abstention from injury, rectitude of con^ 
duct, — these and countless other virtues always dwell in that 
regenerate one. I desire to fight with that higUy blessed one 
on the field ! Therefore, take me befcnre the preceptor and 
cany me thiUier, O XJttara f " 

YaicamiAyana continued—'' Thus addressed by Arjuna^ 
Yir&ta's son urged his steeds decked with gold towards the 
^ar of Bfaaradw&ja's son. And Drona also rushed towards tho 
impetuously advancing Pirtha the son of Pindu, — that fore^ 
most of car- warriors, — like an infuriate elephant rushing to- 
wards an infuriate compeer. And the son of Bharadw&ja then 
blew hii conch whose blare resembled that of a hundred trum« 
pet& And at that sound the whole army became, agitated lika 
the sea in a tempest. And beholding those excellent steeds 
red in hue mingling in battle with Arjuna's steeds of swan-like 
whiteness endued with the speed of the mind, all the spectators 
were filled with wonder. And seeing on the field of battle 
those car-warriors — the preceptor Drona and his disdfde Pirtha 
-!-b(^ endued with prowess, both invincible, both well-trained^ 
both possessed of great energy and great strength, engaged 
with each other, that mighty ho^ of the Bharatas b^an to 
tremble frequently. And that mighty car-warri<»r Pdrthai 
possessed of great prowess and filled with joy upon reaching 
Drona's car on his own, saluted the prooeptor. And that 
slayer of hostile heroes, the mighty-armed son of Kunti, then 
addr^sed Drona in ui humble and sweet tone, saying,«-*'Having 
completed our exile in the woods, we are now desirous of aven^ 
ging our wrongs. Ever invincible in battle, it doth not behove 
thee to be angry with us ! Q sinless one, I will not strike thee 
unless thou strikest me first. Even this is my intention. It 
behovetb thee to act as thou choosest' Thus addressed, Drona 
discharged at him more than twenty arrows. But the lights 
handed Partha cut them off before they could reach him. 
And at this, the mighty Drona, displaying his lightness of 
hand in the use of weapons, covered Fartha's^ car with a 
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thousand airowa And desirous of angering P&rtha, that hero 
of immeasurable soul then covered his steeds of silvery white- 
ness with arrows whetted on stone and winged with the 
feathers of the Kcmka bird. And when the battle between 
Drona and Eiritin thus commenoed, both of them discharg- 
ing in the encounter arrows of blazing splendour, both well- 
known for their achievements, both equi^ to the wind itself 
in speed, both conversant with celestial weapons, and both 
endued with mighty energy, began« shooting clouds of arrows, 
to bewilder the royal Eshatriyas. And all the warriors that 
were assembled there were filled with wonder at sight of all 
this. And they all admired Drona who quickly shot clouds of 
arrows, exclaiming, — Weil done! WMdone! Indeed, who 
else, save FcUguna, is worthy of fighting with Drona in 
battle f Surely, the duties of a Kshatriya a/re stem, for 
Arjnnafighteth with even his own preceptor ! And it was 
thus that they who stood on the field of battle said unto one 
another. And inflamed with ire, those mighty-armed heroes 
standing before each oth^, and each ineapaUe of overcoming 
the other, covered each oth^ tvith arrowy showers. And Bha- 
radwaja's son, waxing wroth, drew his large and unconquer- 
able bow plaited on the back with gold, smd pierced Falguna 
with his arrows. And discharging at Arjuna's car innumerable 
whetted arrows possessed of solu* effulgence, he entirely shroud- 
ed the light of the sun. And that great ear- warrior of mighty 
arms, violently pierced Prith9.'s son with keen-edged shafts, 
even as the clouds show^ upon a mountaiii. Then taking up 
that foremost of bows, the OandAva, destructive of foes and 
capable of withstanding the ^eatest stoain, the impetuous 
son of Pandu cheerfully disdiarged countless shafts of yarious 
kinds adorned with gold, and that powerful warrior also baffled 
in a moment Drona*s arrowy i^ower by means of those shafts 
shot from his own bow. And at this the spectators wondered 
greatly. And the handsome Dhananjaya, the son of PrithS, 
ranging on his car, displayed his weapons on all sides at the 
same time. And the entire welkin, covered with his arrows, 
became one wide expanse of shade. And at this Drona became 
invisible like the sun enveloped in mist. And shrouded by 

[19] 
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those excellent arrows on all sides, Drona looked like a moun- 
tain on fire. And beholding his own car completely enveloped 
by the arrows of Prith&'s son, Drona, that ornament of battle, 
bent his terrible and foremost of bows whose noke was as loud 
as that of the clouds. And drawing that first of weapons, 
which was like unto a circle of fire, he discharged a cloud of 
keen-edged shafts. And then there were heard on the field loud 
sounds like the splitting of bamboos set on fire. And that 
warrior of immeasurable soul, shooting firom his bow arrows 
furnished with golden wings, covered all sides, shrouding the 
very light of the sun. And those arrows with knots well peeled 
off,* and furnished with golden wings, looked like flocks of bkrds 
in the sky. And the arrows discharged by Drona firom his bow, 
touching one uiother at tiie wings, appeared like one endless 
line in the sky. And those heroes, thus discharging their 
arrows decTced with gold, seemed to cover the sky with showers 
of meteors. And furnished with feathers of the Kanka bird, 
those arrows looked like rows of cranes ranging in the autumnal 
sky. And the fierce and terrible encounter that took place be- 
tween the illustrious Drona and Arjuna resembled that between 
Yritra and Vasava of old. And discharging arrows at each other 
from bows drawn at their fullest stretch, they resembled two 
'elephants assailing each other with their tusks. And those 
wrathful warriors — those ornaments of battle — ^fighting strictly 
according to established usage, displayed in that conflict various 
celestial weapons in due order. Then that foremost of victorious 
men, Arjuna, by means of his keen shafts resisted the whetted 
arrows shot by that best of preceptors. And displaying before the 
spectators various weapons, that hero of terrible prowess covered 
the sky with various kinds of arrow& And beholding that 

* The arrows msed in anciemt warfare in India were of varioas 
kinds. Some were of iron or steel heads attached to sticks of reed or 
bamboo. Some consisted entirely of iron or steel. The feathers of 
vultures and various other birds were used for increasing their celerity. 
Both the reed and the bamboo consist of parvas or knots. If these 
knots were well peeled off, the stick would be straight as a roller. Hence 
Nataparva or anataparva means — * with knots well-peeled off." To 
avoid periphrasis, I have generally rendered this word as "straight"— T. 
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tiget among men, Arjuna, endued with fierce energy and intend 
upon striking him, that foremost of warriors and best of pre* 
ceptors (from affection) began to fight with him playfully by 
means of smooth and straight arrows. And Bbaradwaja's son 
fought on with Falguna, resisting with his own the celestial 
weapons shot by the former. And the fight that took place- 
between those enraged lions among^ men, incapable of bearing^ 
each other, was like unto the encounter between the gods and 
the Ddnavas. And the son of Fandu repeatedly baffled with his 
own, the Aindra, the Vayavya, and the Agneya weapons thatr 
were shot by Drona. And discharging keen shafts, those mighty 
bowmen, by their arrowy showers, completely covered the sky 
and made a wide expanse of shade. And then the arrows shot 
by Arjima, falling on the bodies of hostile warriors, produced the 
crash of the thunder-bolt. And, O king, elephants, cars, and 
horses, bathed in blood, looked like Kvaguha trees crowned 
with flowers. And in that encounter betweea Drona and 
Arjuna, beholding the field covered with arm» dedted with 
bangles, and gorgeously-attired car-warriors, and coats of mail 
variegated with gold, and with banners lying scattered all 
about,^ and with warriors slain by means of Partha's arrows,, 
the Kuru host became panic-stricken^ And shaking their 
bows capable of bearing much strain, those combatants began to^ 
shroud and weaken each other with their shafts. And, O bull of 
the Bharata race, the encounter that took place between 
Drona and Kunti's son was dreadful in the extreme, and 
resembled that between Vali and Vasava. And staking theii: 
vety lives, they began to pierce each ether with straight arrows 
shot from their fully-stretched bowstrings. And a voice was 
heard in the sky applauding Drona, and saying, — *Diffi(iult 
is the feat performed by Drona, inasmuch as he fighteth with 
Arjuna, — that grinder of foes, that warrrior endued with 
mighty energy, of firm grasp, and invincible in battle, — ^that 
conqueror of both celestials and Daityaa, that foremost of 
all car-warriors.' And beholding Partha's infallibility, train^ 
ing, fleetness of hand, and the range also of Arjuna's arrows,. 
Drona became amazed. And, O bull of the Bharata race,. 
lifting up his excellent bow, the Gdndiva, the unforbear- 
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ing Firtha drew it now with one hand and now with another 
and shot an anowy shower. And beholding that shower 
resembling a flight of beasts, the speetators wonderingly 
applauded him, exclaiming,---'Ezcellent {—'Excellent f And 
so ceaselessly did he shoot his arrows that the very air 
was unaUe to penetrate the thick array. And the spectatmm 
could not perceive any interval between the taking up of 
the arrows, and letting them oS. And in that fierce encounter 
characterised by lightness of hand in the discharge of weapons, 
F&rtha began to shoot his arrows more quickly tiian before* 
And then all at once hundreds and thousands of straight arrows 
fell upon Drona's car. And, O bull of the Bharata race^ 
beholding Drona completely covered by the wielder of the 
G^ndiva with his arrows, the Euro army set up exdam* 
ations of *0h F and 'AUxa !' And Maghavat, togeth^ with 
those Oandharvas and Apaa/ma that had come tiiere, ap- 
plauded the fleetness of Pirtha's hand And that mighty car- 
warrior, the preceptor's son, then resisted the Pandava with a 
mighty array of cars. And although enraged yriih Aijuna^ 
yet Afwath&man mentally admired that feat of the high* 
souled mm of Prithi. And waxing wroth, he rushed towards 
Partha, and discharged at him an arrowy shower like a heavy 
down-pour by the clouds. And turning his steeds towards 
Drona's son, Partha gave Drona an opportunity to leave ibe 
field. And thereupon the latter, wounded in that terrible 
encounter, and his mail and bann^ gooe^ sped away by the 
aid of swift horses." 

Thus ends the fifty-eighth Section in the Gb-harana of th« 
Virata Parva. 



Section UX. 
(Oo-ha/rana Parva continued.) 
Vai^ampajrana said. — '' Then, O mighty king, Drona's son 
rushed to an encount^ with Arjuna in battle. And behold* 
ing him rush to the conflict like a hurricane, showering shafts 
like a rain-charged cloud, Pritha's son received him with a 
cloud of arrows. And terrible was the encounter between 
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them, like that between the gods and the Danavds. And 
they shot arrows at each other like Yritra and Vasava. And 
the welkin being enveloped on all sides with arrows, the sun 
was completely hidden, and the air itself was hushed And, O 
conqueror of hostile dities, as they assailed and struck each 
other, loud sounds arose as of bamboos on fire. And, O king, 
A9wath&nan's horses being sorely afflicted by Arjuna, they be- 
came bewildered and could not ascertain which way to go. And 
as Pritha's son ranged on the field, the powerful son of Drona» 
finding an opportunity, cut off the stripg of the Odndiva vdth 
&a arrow furnished with a horse-shoe head. And beholding 
that extraordinary feat of his, the celestials applauded him 
highly. And exclaiming, — 'Well done' — Well done !' — ^Drona 
and Bhishma, and Kama, and that mighty warrior Eripa, all 
^plauded that feat of his greatly. And the son of Drona, 
drawing his excellent bow, pierced with his shafts, famished 
with the feathers of the Komka bird, the breast of Partha, that 
bull among warriors. Thereupon, with a loud laughter, the 
mighty-armed son of Prithi attached a strong and fresh string 
to the Odndivd. And moistening his bowstring with the 
sweat that stood on his forehead resembling the crescent 
moon,* Pritha's son advanced towards his adversary, even as 
an infuriate leader of a herd of elephants rusheth at another 
elephant. And the encounter that took place between those 
two matchless heroes on the field of battle was exceedingly 
fierce and made the bristles of the spectatcnrs stand on their ends* * 
And as those heroes endued with mighty energy fought on, 
like two mighty elephants, the Eurus beheld them with 
wonder. And those brave bulls among men assailed each 
other with arrows of snaky forms and resembling blazing 
fires. And as the couple of quivers belonging to the PSndava 
was inexhaustible, that hero was able to remain on the field 
immovable as a mountain. And as A9wathiman's surrows, in 

* Ardhachandramdvrtt^d is explained by Nilakantha thus. The 
Burdwan Pundits explain it as meaning — *' half wheeling his car." 
It is difficult to decide which of these is correct. I choose to follow 
Nilakantha who is a safe guide as regards suuh passages.— r. 
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consequence of hie ceaseless discharge in that conflict, were 
quickly exhausted, it was for this that Arjuna prevailed over 
his adversary. Then Kama, drawing his large bow with great 
force, twanged the bowstring. And thereupon arose loud 
exclamations of 'Oh P and 'Alas !* And Pritb&'s son, casting 
his eyes towards the spot where that bow was twanged, beheld 
before him the son of Ridha. And at that sight his wratk 
was greatly excited. And inflamed with ire, and desirous 
of slaying Kama, that bull of the Euru race stared at hiat 
with rolling eyes. And, O king, beholding P&rtba turn away 
from A^wathaman's side, the Euru warriors discharged thous- 
ands of arrows on Arjuna. And the mighty-armed Dhanan- 
jaya, that conqueror of foes, leaving Drona's son, all of a 
sudden rushed towards Eama. And rushing towards Earna^ 
with eyes reddened in anger, the son of Eunti, desirous o£ 
a single combat with him, said these words ! " 

Thus ends the fifty-ninth Section in the Qo-harana of the 
Yirata Parva. 



Section LX. 

( OO'ha/rana Parva continued. ) 

*' Arjuna said, — ^'The time, O Eama, hath now come for 
making good thy loquacious boast in the midst of the as- 
sembly, viz, that there is none equal to thee in fight ! To- 
day, O Eama, contending with me in terrible conflict, thou 
shalt know thy own strength, and shalt no longer disregard 
others ! Abandoning good breeding, thou hadst uttered many 
harsh words, but this that thou endeavorest to do, is, I think,, 
exceedingly difficult. Do thou now, O B&dh&'s son, contend* 
ing with me in the sight of the Eurus, make good what thou 
hadst said before in disregard of myself !* Thou who hadst 
witnessed P§.nchala's princess outraged by villains in the midst 
of the court, do thou now reap the fruit of that act of thine ! 
Fettered by the bonds of morality before, I desisted from 

* Some texts read m&manasdidya for md,manddrUya, The difference 
in meauiug is scarcely of much consequence.— T, 
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vengeance then. Behold now, O son of Radha, the fruit of 
that wrath in the conflict at hand 1 O wicked wight, we have 
suffered much misery in the forest for full twelve years ! 
Reap thou today the firuits of our concentrated vengeance I 
Come, O Kama, cope with me in battle ! Let these thy 
Kaurava warriors witness the conflict !' Hearing these words, 
Kama replied, — *Do thou, O Partha, accomplish in deed what 
thou sayst in words ! The world knows that thy words verily ex- 
ceed thy deeds ! That thou hadst foreborne formerly was owing 
to thy inability to do anything. If we witness thy prowess even 
now, we may acknowledge its tmth. If thy past forbearance 
was due to thy having been bound by the bonds of morality, 
tmly thou art equally bound now although thou regardest thy- 
self free ! Having, as thou sayst, passed thy exile in the woods 
in strict accordance with thy pledge, and being therefore 
weakened by practising an ascetic course of life, how canst thou 
desire a combat with me now ! O Pritha's son, if Cakra himself 
fight on thy side, still I would feel no anxiety in putting forth 
my prowess I Thy wish, son of Kunti, is ubout to be 
gratified! Do thou fight with me now, and behold my 
strength !' Hearing this, Arjuna said, — 'Even now, O Radha's 
son, thou hadst fled from battle with me, and it is for this 
that thou livest although thy younger brother hath been slain ! 
What other person, save thee, having beheld his younger 
brother slain in battle would himself fly from the fleld, and 
boast as thou dost, amid good men and true V " 

Vaifampayana continued. — "Having said these words unto 
-Kima, the invincible Vibhatsu rushed at him and charged 
a volley of shafts capable of penetrating through a coat of 
;mail. But that mighty car-warrior, Kiurna, received with 
great alacrity that discharge with an arrowy shower of hie 
own, heavy as the down-pour of the clouds. And that flerce 
volley of an-ows covered all sides and severally pierced the 
steeds and arms and leathem fences of the combatants. And 
incapable of putting up with that assault, Arjuna cut off the 
strings of Kama's quiver by means of a straight and sharp arrow. 
Thereupon taking out from his quiver another arrow, Kama 
pierced the Pandava in the hand, at which the latter's hold of 
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the bow was loofened And then the mi^ty-anned Firtha mit 
off Kama's bow into fragments. And Euma replied by hurling 
a dart at his adversary, but Arjuna cut it off by means of his 
arrows. And then the warriors that followed the son of Radha 
ruriied in crowds at Arjuna, but Firtha sent them all to the 
abode of Tama by means of arrows diot from the Oandivot. 
And Yibhatsu slew the steeds of Kama by means oi sharp 
and tough arrows shot from the bow-string drawn to the ear» 
and deprived of life they draped down on the ground. And tak** 
ing another sharp and blazing arrow endued witii great energy, 
the mighty son of Eunti {agreed the breast of Kama. And 
that arrow, cleaving through his mail, penetrated into his 
body. And at this, Kama's vision was obscured and his senses 
left him. And regaining consciousness, he felt a great pain« 
and leaving the o(»nbat fled in a northerly directicML And 
at this the mighty car-warrior Arjuna, and Uttan^ both began 
to address him with contumely. " 

Thus ends the sixtieth Section in the Go-harana of the 
Yir&taParva. 



Section LXL 

fOo-hara/na Parva continued.) 

Vai^amp&yana said.-— 'Having defeated Vikartana's son, 
Aijuna said unto the son of Yiritta, — ^^i^e me towards that 
divisiiHi where yonder device of a golden palmyra is seen. 
There our grandfather, C&ntanu's son, like unto a celestial, 
waiteth, desirous of an encount^ with me.* Thereupon, be- 
holding that mighty host thronged with ears and horses and 
elephants, Uttara, sorely pierced with arrows, said, — ^O hero, 
I am no longer able to guide thy excellent steeds! My 
spirits droop and my mind is exceedingly bewildered. All 
the directions seem to be whirling before my eyes in conse- 
quence of the energy of the celestial weapons used by thee 
and the Kuras. I have been deprived of my s^ases by 
the stench of fat and blood and flesh. Beholding all this, from 
terror my mind is, as it were, cleft in twain.* Novot 

* Some editions read tava chaiva prapoft/attu for trd^d^hchaiva 
prapa^atM. The latter is unquestionably better.^ST, 
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liefore had I beheld such a master of h^oes in battle. And at 
the flapping of fences^* and the bkure of conchs> the leonine 
roars made by the wamors> and the shrieks of elephants, and 
the twang of the &3ndiva resemblitig the thunder, I have, O 
hero, been so stupiJied thAt I have been deprived of both 
hearing and meinorjr ! And> hero, beholding thee incessantly 
drawing to a circle, in course of the conflict, the Gandiva 
whibh resetnWeth a circle of fire, my sight fiEdleth ihe and my 
heart is rent asunder.f And seeing thy fierce form in battle, 
like that of the wielder of the Pmctke^ while inflamed with 
wrath, and looking also at the teitible alrows shot by thee, 
Z am filled with fear.l I fail to see Wh^xi thou takest up thy 
excellent adrrows, when thou filest them on the bow-string, 
and when thou letiest them off. And though all this is done 
b^re my eyas, yet, deprived of iaj senses, t do tiot see it ! 
My spirits are drooping, and the esurth itself seems to be swim* 
ing before me. I have no strength to hold the whip and the 
reins T Hearing these words, Arjmna said, — ^'Do thou not fear ! 
Assure thyself ! Thou also hast^ on the fiekl of battle, per- 
formed^ O bull among men^ wonderfol ^ts! Blessed be 
thou, thou art a prznoe tod bom in the illustrious line of 
Matsya ! It behoteth thee not to feel dispkited in chastising 
thy foes ! Ther^re, O prince^ stationed on my car, muster 
all thy fortitude and hold the reins of my steeds, O slayer of 
foes, when I onoe more engage in battle !' " 

Yadgampayana oontinued — '' Having said this unto Vir- 
ata's son, that best of metn and fbremost of ear-warriors, the 
mighty-armed Arjuna, again addressed tiie son of Tifita, 
saying,— 'Take me without delay to the tan of Bhishma's (fivi- 
mxm ! I will cut off his very bon^-rtririg in the battle ! Thou 
shalt behold today the celestial weapons of blaaing beauiy, dkot 
by me» look like flashes of lightnkig disporting amid the douds 

* The true readiag is Chdhdghdtena and not Oaddffh&tena or Oadd* 
pMna. Godkd is the tente worn by archerl^ made of I^na skin.— ^. 

t For QdiidivaiMha pr(^agyata9 abme editkma read Gdndivanxiha 
prakarshatd which is evidently wrong.— 7. 

X Some editions read Vjfa^acohatatta^a bkujam for Vjfd^dCGkcitas 
fwctn ghoran. The latter is undoubtedly preferable.— jT. 

[ 20 ] 
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in the sky ! The E^auravas shall behold the gold-decked back 
of my Oandiva today, and assembled together the foe shall 
dispute, saying, — By which hand of his, the right or the left, 
doth he shootJ* And I shall cause a dreadful river (of death) 
to flow today towards the other world with blood for its waters 
and cars for its eddies, and elephants for its crocodiles. I shall 
today, with my straight arrows, extirpate the Kv/ru-toreat 
having hands and feet and heads and backs and arms for 
the branches of its trees. Alone, bow in hand, vanquishing 
the Euru host, a hundred paths shall open before me like 
those of a forest in conflagration. Struck by me, thou shalt 
today behold the Kuru army moving round and round like 
a wheel (unable to fly off the field). I shall show thee to- 
day my excellent training in arrows and weapons ! Stay 
thou on my cwr firmly, whether the ground be smooth or un- 
even. I can pierce with my winged arrows even the moun- 
tains of Sumeru that stand touching the very heavens ! I 
Blew of old, at Indra's command, hundreds and thousands 
of PavZomaa and Kdlakhanjaa in battle ! I have obtained 
my firmness of grasp from Indra, and my lightness of hand 
from Brahman, and I have learnt various modes of fierce 
attack and defence amid crowds of foes from PrajcLpati. I 
vanquished, on the other side of the great ocean, sixty thous- 
ands of car-warriors — ^all fierce archers — ^residing in Hvranya* 
pura. Behold, now I defeat the multitudinous host of the 
Kurus, like a tempest scattering a heap of cotton. With 
my fiery arrows I shall today set the Kuru-torest to fire, 
having banners for its trees, the foot-soldiers for its shrubs, 
and the car- warriors for its beasts of prey. Like unto the 
wielder of the thunder-bolt overthrowing the Danavaa, 
alone I shall, with my straight arrows, bring down firom 
the chambers of their cars the mighty warriors of the 
Kuru army stationed therein and struggling in the conflict" 
to the best of their power. I have obtained from Rudra the 
Baudra, from Varuna the Vcmjf/na, from Agni the Agneya, 

* The correct reading is Swidast/cUi, although, as some editions read, 
SiPidasyatds (in the genitive singular) would not be ungrammatical— 2*^ 
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from the god of Wind the Vdyavay and from Cakra the thunder- 
holt and other weapons. I shall certainly exterminate the fierce 
DhcLTta/rc^hahtrOriotQBt though protected by many leonine war- 
riors.Therefore, O Virata's son, let thy fearff be dispelled T " 

Vai9ampayana continued. — '*Thus assured by Savyas5chin, 
the son of Virata penetrated into that fierce array of cars 
protected by Bhishma. The son of the river, however, of fierce 
deeds, cheerfully withstood the mighty-armed hero advancing 
from desire of vanquishing the heroes in battle. Jishnu then, 
confronting Bhishma, cut oflF his standard dean off at the 
roots by shooting a gold-decked arrow pierced by which 
it fell to the ground. And at this, four mighty warriors, 
Dus^asana and Vikama and Dussaha and Viving^ati, skilled 
in weapons and endued with great energy, and all decked 
with handsome garlands and ornaments, ruAed towards that 
terrible bowman. And advancing towards Vibhatsu — that 
fierce archer, these all encompassed hint aaround. Then the 
heroic Dus^asana pierced the son of Virata with a crescent- 
£^aped arrow and he pierced Arjuna, with another arrow 
in the breast. And Jishnu, confronting Dus9asana, cut 
off by means of a shiu^-edged arrow furnished, with vul- 
turine wings his adversary's bow plaited with gold^ and then 
pierced his person in the breast by means of five arrows. And 
afflicted by the arrows of Partha, Dus^&sana fled, leaving the 
combat. Then Vikama, the son of Dhritarashtra, pierced Ar- 
juna — that slayer of hostile heroes, by means of sharp and 
straight arrows furnished with vulturine wings. But the son 
of Eunti within a moment hit him also in the forehead 
with straight shafts. And pierced by Arjuna, he fell down 
from his car. And at this, Dussah, supported by Viving9ati, 
covered Arjuna with a cloud of sharp arrows, impelled by the 
desire of rescuing his brother. Dhananjaya, however, with- 
out the least anxiety, pierced both of them almost at the 
same instant of time by means of a couple of keen-edged 
arrows and then slew the steeds of both. And thereupon both 
those sons of Dhritarashtra, deprived of their steeds and their 
bodies mangled, were taken away by the warriors behind then* 
who had rushed forward with other cars, Then the unvan^ 
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qmislied Vibkatsu, the laighty aim of Kunti, decked with dia^i 
dom uatd sure of aim^ omulteneoiidy attacked all sides witb 
his anrows." 

Thus ends the uty^first Seetiea m the Qo-harwa jof 
tine Yirita Farm 



aKnoNliXn. 

( Oo'hcmjma Pa/rva contvaued. ) 

Yai^ampiyaaa seid.*^" Then, thou of the BhanriA race, 
%U the great car-wani(Hra of the Eurasi united together, began 
to assail Arjuna to the best of their might froos all sidea 
]put that hero of inuneasi^grable soul completely covered all 
those mighty oar-warriors wiUi elouds of arrows, even as the 
mist covereth the mow^tains. And the roars of hi^ eler 
phants, and the n^hing of steeds^ aad the souQda of cym* 
bals and conohs, mingUjog together, produced a lou^ uproar.* 
And penetrating through the bodies of elepkyatsf and horsea 
aa also through steel coata of mail the arro^ shc^ by Krtha 
fell by thousands. And shooting shafts with the utmost celer- 
ity, the son of Pandu seemed bt that oontesi to resemble the 
blazing sun of an autusanal midday. And afflicted with fear^ 
the car-warnora begaft ta le^ d^ywn fi^om their oara axkd the 
horse-soldiers, from horseback, while the foot-soldiera begaa 
to fly in all directions. And loud waa the clatter made hy 
Arjuna's shafts as they cleft the coats of mail belon^g to 
mighty warriors, made of steel, silver, and copper. And the 
ield was soon covered with the oorpsea of wanpi<M*s mounted 
on elephants and horses, all mangled by the shi^s of PSrtha.^ 



« The Boy Press ecUyen reads MMmgidB^^ MahMigait. The 

former is. simply iridicoloos.— r^P. 

t The same text reads ilTardfWJa&a, tor Nagd^wa dke. The former 
is evidently incorrect, for ''the steel coats of mail " referred to imme- 
diately after mean coats of mail worn by the men. — T. 

X The second foot of th^ second line of this ««o*a is variously read: 
Some texts read ^robhU paMarapi^ and others fUd^fdndtUtfimUu. The 
correct reading, as I apprehend, is that given by the Burdwan Pandits. 
It is Pdrtkdvdnaprapiditais qualifying garirai* in the first line.— T. 
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And then it seemed as if Dhananjaya, bow in hand, waa 
dancing on the field of battle.* And sorely^affirighted at the 
twang of the Qcmdiva resembling the noise of the thunder^ 
many were the eombl^taiiti^ that fled firom that terrible conflict. 
And the field of battle was bestrewn with severed heads 
deoked with turbans and ear-rings and necklaces of gold. 
And the earth looked beautiful by being scattered all over 
with human trunks mangled by shafts, and arms having 
bows in their grasp and hands decked with ornaments. And, 
O bull oi the Bharata race, in eonsequence of heads cut off 
by whetted shafts ceaselessly &lling on the ground^ it seemed 
as if a shower of stones £$11 from the sky. And that Partha 
who had passed three and ten years in seclusion, that Pandava 
of formidable prowess, displaying his fierceness, now ranged 
the field of battle, pouring the terrible fire of his wrath upon 
the sons of Dhritaiushtra. And beholding the fierce prowess 
of Arjuna who thus scorched the hostile host, the Euru war- 
riors, in the very presence of Duryodbana, became dispirited 
and ceased to fight ! And, Bh&rata, having struck terror 
into that host and routed those mighty car-warriors, that 
foremost of victors, Arjuna, ranged on the field. And the son 
of P&ndu theB (^peated on the field of battle a dreadfttl river 
of blood, with waving billows, like unta the river of death 
that ia created by Time at the end c^ the Tuga, having the 
disheveled hair of the dead and the dying for its floating 
mofis and straw,f with bows and arrows for its boats, fierce 
in the extreme, and having flesk and animal juicea for its mire.| 
And coats of mail and turbans floated thick enitssm&ce. And 
elephants c<nistituted itS'alKgators and the ears, its rafii8.§ And 
laciarrow and fat and blood constituted its current. And it was 
calculated to strike terror into the hearts of the spectatois. 

* Some texts add half a line here ; it ia evidently an interpola* 
tion.— T*. 

t Some read Asthi-gaivdla dsa, for hega-eaivdia dja, — T, 

X In some texts, Kega-gaivdt€tcddvaldm for Mdngsa-genita-karddanKMnt 
gonita here would mean animal juicea of all kinds. ^-7*. 

§ The Burdwan Pandits read Maga-wikram RcUhodwipdm for NUga' 
kunmm-mahudwipdtn. The former is ujidoid)tedly better.— 2V 
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And dreadful to behold, and fearful in the extreme, and re^ 
sounding with the yells of ferocious beasts, keen-edged weapons 
constituted its crocodiles. And Rakshasaa and other cannibds 
haunted it from one end to the other. And strings of pearls con-* 
stituted its ripples, and various excellent ornaments, its bub- 
bles. And having swarms of arrows for its fierce eddies and 
steeds for its tortoises, it was incapable of being crossed. 
And the mighty car-warriors constituted its large islands, and 
it resounded with the blare of conchs and the sound of drums. 
And the river of blood that P&rtha created was incapable of 
being crossed. Indeed, so swift-handed was Aijuna that the 
spectators could not perceive any interval between his taking 
up an arrow, and fixing it on the bow-string, and letting it 
oflF by a stretch of the Oandiva I '* 

Thus ends the sixty-second Section of the Gk>-harana of th9 
Yir&ta Parva. 



Section LXIIL 
( Oo-harana Parva continued. ) 

Yai^amp&yana said. — '^ Then while a great havoc was being 
made among the Eurus, Cintanu's son, Bhishma, the grand* 
sire of the Bharatas, rushed at Arjuna, taking up an excellent 
bow adorned with gold, and many arrows also of keen points 
and capable of piercing into the very vitals of the foe and 
afflicting him sorely. And in consequence of a white umbrella 
being held over his head, that tiger among men looked beauti- 
ful like unto a hill at sun-rise» And the son of Oanga, blow- 
ing his conch cheered the sons of Dhritar&shtra, and wheeling 
along his right came upon Vibhatsu and impeded his course. 

' And that slayer of hostile heroes, the son of Eunti, beholding 
him approach, received him with a glad heart, like a hill re- 
ceiving a rain-charged cloud. And Bhishma, endued with 
great energy, pierced Partha's flag-staflf with eight arrows of 
great impetuosity like unto sighing snakes. And those 

arrows reaching the flag-staflf of Pandu's son, struck the blaz- 
ing ape and those creatures also stationed in the banner- top^ 
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And then the son of Pandu, with a mighty javelin of sharp 
edge cut off Bhishma's umbrella which instantly fell on the 
ground. And then the light-handed son of Eunti struck his 
adversary's flag-staff also with many shafts, and then his steeds 
and then the couple of drivers that protected Bhishma's flanks. 
And unable to bear this, Bhishma, though cognisant of the 
Pandava's might, covered Dhananjaya with a powerful celes- 
tial weapon. And the son of Pandu, of immeasurable soul, 
hurling in return a celestial weapon at Bhishma, received him 
like a hill receiving a deep mass of clouds. And the encounter 
that took place between Pirtha and Bhishma, was fierce and 
terrible like that between Yali and Yasava of old. And all 
the Kaurava warriors with their troops stood as lookers-on. 
And in that conflict between Bhishma and the son of Pandu, 
shafts striking against shafts shone in the air like fire-flies in 
the season of rains. And, O king, in consequence of Partha's 
shooting arrows with both his right and left hands, the bent 
Odndiva seemed like a continuous circle of fire. And the 
son of Eunti then covered Bhishma with hundreds of sharp 
and keen-edged arrows, like a cloud covering the mountain- 
breast with its heavy down-pour. And Bhishma bafiled with 
his own arrows that arrowy shower, like the bank resisting the 
swelling sea, and covered the son of Pandu in return. And 
those warriors, cut into a thousand pieces in battle, fell fast in 
the vicinity of Falguna's car. And then there was a down- 
pour, firom the car of Pandu's son, of arrows furnished with golden 
wings, and ranging through the sky like a flight of locusts. 
And Bhishma again repelled that arrowy shower with hundreds, 
of whetted shafts shot by him. And then the Eauravas 
exclaimed, — ^*Excellent / Excellent .' — Indeed, Bhishma hath 
performed an exceedingly difficult feat inasmuch as he hath 
fought with Arjuna ! Dhananjaya is mighty and youthful * 
and dexterous and swift of hand ! Who else, save Bhishma, the 
son of C^ntanu, or Ejrishna the son of Devaki, or the mighty 
son of Bharadwaja, the foremost of preceptors, is able to bear 
the impetus of Partha in battle V And repelling weapons with 

* Some editions read Tu Rana Daksha for Tdrunas Ddhshas Scc—T. 
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weapons, those two bulls of the Bharata race, both endued 
with great might, fought on playfully and infiMiuated the 
eyes of all created being& And those illustrious warri(»» 
ranged on the field of battle, using the celestial wea)K>na 
obtained from PrcgSpaii, and Indm, and Agni, and the fierce 
Rudra, and Kuvera, and Varunc^ and Fama and Viyu, 
And all beings were greatly surprised, upon beholding those 
warriors engaged in ciHubat And they all exdaimed, — 'Bravo 
Pdrtha of long arms I Bravo Bhiahma! Indeed, this 
application of cdestial weapons that ia being wUT^eesed in 
the combat between Bhiahma and Pdrtha ia rwre among hu^ 
man beinga P ** 

Yaifamp&yana continued. — ^''Thus raged that conflict with 
weapons between those warriors conversant will all weapons. 
And when that ocmflict of celestial weapo^tis ceased, then 
commenced a conflict with arrows. And Jishnu, approaching 
his opponent, cut off with an arrow sharp like a rasor the gold-* 
decked bow of Bhishma. Within the twinkling of the eye, 
however, Bhishma, that mighty-armed and great car-war« 
nor, took up another bow and stringed it. And inflamed with 
wrath, he showered upon Dhananjaya a cloud of arrows. And 
Arjuna, too, endued with great ^lergy, rained up<m Bhiishma 
innumerable sharp-pointed and keen-edged arrows. And 
Bhishma also shot clouds of arrows upon F&ndu's son. And 
conversant with celestial weapons and engaged in shooting 
at each other arrows of keen points, no distinctioUj O king» 
could then be perceived between those illustrious watriom 
And that mighty car-wajrrk)r, Eunti's son crowned wiU^ a 
diadem, and the heroic son of C&nti»iu, obscured the tefi 
directions with their arrows. And the Pindava covered Bhish^ 
ma, and Bhishma also covered the P&ndava, with clouds of 
diafts. Ad, O king, wonderful was this combat that took 
place in this world of men. And the heroic warriinrs thi^ 
protected Bhishma's car, slain by the son of Pandu, fell pros- 
trate, O monarch, beside the car of Eunti's son. And the featii- 
ery arrows of Cetavabana, shot from the Gdndiva, fell in aQ 
directions as if with the object of making a wholesale slaught- 
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&t of the foe. And issuing forth bom hid car, those blazing 
arrows furnished with golden wings looked like rows of swans 
in the sky. And all the celestials with Indra, stationed in the 
firmament, gazed with wonder upon another celestial weapon 
hurled with great force by that wonderful archer^ Arjuna. And 
beholding that wonderful weapon of great beauty, the mighty 
Oandha/rva, Chitrasena, highly pleased, addressed the lord 
of celestials, 8aying,-^'Behold these arrows shot by F&rtha 
coursing through the sky in one continuous line ! WonderfUl 
is the dexterity of Jishnu in evolving this Celestial weapon I Hu* 
man beings are incapable of shooting such a weapon, for it does 
not exist among men ! How wonderful again is this concourse 
of mighty weapons existing from days of old ! No interval can 
be perceived between his taking up the arrows, fixing them 
on the boW'^string, and letting th^m off by stretching the 
Odridiva., The soldiers are incapable of even looking at the 
son of F&ndu, who is like unto the midday sun blazing in the 
sky ! So also none venture to lodk at Bhishma, the son of 
Qanga ! Both are famous for their achievements, and both are 
of fierce prowess. Both are equal in featd of heroism, and 
both difficult of being vanquished in battle !' 

'Thus addressed by the Oandhiirva about that combat 
between F&rtha and Bhishma, the lord of the celestials, 
O Bhirata, paid proper respect unto both by a shower of 
celestial fiowers. Meanwhile Bhishma the son of C&ntanu 
assailed Arjuna on the left side, while that drawer of the 
bow with either hands was on the point of piercing him. 
And at this Vibhatsu, laughing aloud, cut off, with an 
arrow of keen edge and furnished with vulturine wings, the 
bow of Bhishma, that hero of solar effulgence. And then 
I)hananjaya the son of Eunti pierced Bhishma in the breast 
with ten shafts although the latteir was contending with all 
his prowess. And sorely afiicted with pain, Gang&'s son of 
mighty of arms and irresistible in battle, stood for a long 
time leaning on the pole of his car. And beholding him de- 
prived of consciousness, the driver of his car-steeds, calling 
to mind the imstruetions about protecting the warrior when 
in a swoon, led him away\^ safety," 

[21] 
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Thus ends the sixty-third Section in the Go-harana of the^ 
Yir&ta Farva. 



SsonoK LXIV. 
( Oo'harana Pwrva continued. ) 

YaiQampayana said — ''After Bhidima had fled, leaving tfac^ 
van of battle, the illustrious son of Dhritaiashtra hoisting 
high his flag approached Arjuna, bow in hand and setting 
up a loud roar.* And with a spear-headed shaft shot from 
his bow stretched to the ear, he pierced on the forehead 
that terrible bowman of fierce prowess, Dhananjaya, ranging 
amidst the foe& And pierced with that keen shaftf of golden 
point on the forehead, that hero of famous deeds looked res- 
plendant, king, like unto a beautiful hill with a single 
peak. And cut by that arrow, the warm life-blood gushed out 
profusely from the wound. And the blood trickling down his 
body shone beautifully like a wreath of golden flowers.^ And 
struck by Duryodhana with the shaft, the swift-handed Arjuna 
of unfailing strengh, swelling with rage, pierced the king in 
return, taking up arrows that were endued with the energy of 
snakes of virulent poison. And Duryodhana of formidable energy 
attacked Partha, and Pirtha also, that foremost of heroes/ 
attacked Duryodhana. And it was thus that those foremost 
of men, both bom in the race of Ajamida, struck each other 
alike in the combat. And then (seated) on an infuriate ele- 
phant huge as a mountain and supported by four cars, Yikama 
rushed against Jishnu the son of EuntL And beholding that 
huge elephant advancing with speed, Dhananjaya struck him 
on the head between the temples with an iron arrow of great 
impetus shot from the bow-string stretched to the ear. And 
like the thunderbolt hurled by Indra splitting a mountain, 

* Some editions read uUrUya for ucohrUya, The former is evidently 
incorrect. Also 9wayam vigrihya for Dkanurvigrihya, The latter is 
undoubtedly preferable. — T. 

t In some texts susamhitena for susam^itena. The former is incorrect 

X A material difference of reading is observable in the second line 
»f this ilQha, I have adopted the reading of the Bardwan Pundito.— ^, 
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that arrow furnished with vulturine wings, shot by Partha, 
penetrated, up to the very feathers, into the body of that ele- 
phant huge as a hill. And sorely afflicted by the shaft, that 
lord of the elephant species began to tremble, and deprived 
of strength fell down on the ground in intense anguish,^ like 
the peak of a mountain riven by thunder.. And that besft 
of elephants falling down on the earth, Vikama suddenly 
alighting in great terrcHr, ran back full eight hundred pace&r 
and ascended on the car of yivin9ati. And having slain with 
that thunder-like arrow th»t elephant huge as a mighty hill 
and looking like a mass of clouds, the son of PrithS. smote 
Xkiryodhana in the breast with another arrow of the same 
liund. And both the elephant and the king having thus been 
wounded, and Yikama having broken and fled along with the 
supporters of the king's c4r, the other wamors, smitten with 
the arrows shot from the GSndiva, fled from the field m panic. 
And beholding the elephant slain by Partha, and all the other 
warriors running away, Duryodhana^ the foremost of the 
Eurus, turning away hia oar precipitately fled in that direc- 
tion where Partha was not* And when Duryodhana was fast 
running away ia al«rm> pierced by that arrow and vomitting 
forth blood, Eiritin, still eager for battle and capable of endur* 
ing every enemy, thus censured him, from wrath, — ^"Sacrificing 
thy great fame and glory, why dost thou fly away, turning thy ^ 
back ? Why are not those trumpets sounded now, as they were 
when thou hadst set out from thy kingdom ? Lo, I am an 
obedi^t servant of Tudhisthira, myself being the third son of: 
itithtr standing here tot battle ! Turn back, show me thy: 
£Etce, O son of Dhritarashtra^ and bear in thy mind the beha^' 
viour of kings ! The name Dv/ryodhaifM bestowed on thee be-^ 
fore is*rendered meaningless ! When thou runnest away^ leaving; 
the battle, where is thy persistence hi battle t Neither before^ 
nor behind do I behold thy body-guards, O Duryodhana ! (X 
foremost of men, fly thou away and save thy life which is dear) 
from the hands of Pandu's son T " 

Thus ends the sixty-fourth Section in the Go-harana of the 
ViratiaParra* 
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( OihharaiM Parva continued. ) 
Vaifampiyana 8ai(L-^'<Thu8 aammoned to battle by the il* 
lusirious hero, Dhritartahtra's mm turned baok etmig by thoee 
oeosures, like an infuriate and mighty dephant prkked up by 
a hook. And stung by those reproadies and unable to bew 
them, that mighty and brare oar- warrior endued with great 
awiftneas, turned baok on his oar, like a snake that is trampled 
under foot And beholding Duryodhana turn back with his 
wounds, Eama^ that hero among men, decked with a gold^i 
necklace^ stopped the king on the way and soothing him, 
himself proceeded along the north of Duryodhana's car t<» 
meet F&rtha in battle. And the mighty*armed Bbishma also, 
the son of Ointanu, turning back his steeds decked with gold, 
enormous in size and of tawny hue, rushed, bow in hand, for 
im>tecting Duryodhana from Fkrtha's hands. And Drona and 
Eripa and Vivin^ati and Dus^ftsana and others also, quicUy 
turning back, rudied forward with speed with drawn bows 
and arrows fixed on the bow-strings, for protecting Duryo* 
dluuiUL And beholding those diTisions advanoe towards him 
tike the swelling surges of the ocean, Dhananjaya, the son oi 
Fritha, quicky rushed at them like a crane rushing at a des- 
cending doud And with celestial weapons in their hands, they 
completely surrounded the s<m of Bitbi and rained on him 
from all sides a perfect shower of shafts, like douds shower- 
ing cm the mountain-breast a heary downpour of rain. And 
warding off with weapons all the weapons of those bulls 
among the Eurus^ the wielder of the OSohdiva who was cap* 
able of enduring all foes, erolred another irresistible weapon 
obtained from Indra, called 8aMmolum(tJ* And entirely cover- 
tly the cardinal and other directions with sharp and keen- 
edged arrows furnished with beautiful feathers, that mighty 

♦ A difference of reading is obsenrable here. For Aindram some 
editions read Aindra. I have adopted the former reading ; if the latter 
be correct, it would be an adjective of OdndivH'Manwani The we^[>0n 
called mwmhdTM, stupified the senses of tXL^T 
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hero stuplfied their senses with the twang of the Oa/ndiva. 
And once more, taking up with both his hands that large 
conch of loud blare, Partha, that slayer of foes, blew it with 
force and filled the cardinal and other points, the whole earth, 
and the sky, with that noise. And those foremost of the Euru 
heroes were all deprived of their senses by the sound of 
that conch blown by P&rtha. And all of them stood still, 
their bows, from which they were never separated, dropping 
down from their hands. And when the Kuru army became 
insensible, Partha calling to mind the words of Uttadl, ad- 
dressed the son of the Matsya king, saying, — '0 best of men, 
go thou among the Kurus, so long as they remain insen- 
sible, and bring away the white garments of Dronaand Eripa, 
and the yellow and handsome ones of Kama, as also the blue 
ones of the king and Drona's son. Methinks, Bhishma is not 
stupified, for he ktioweth how to counteract this weapon of 
mine. So, pass thou on, keeping his steeds to thy left ; for 
those that are sensible diould thus be avoided!' Hearing 
these words, the illustrious son of Matsya, giving up the reins 
of the steeds, jumped down from the car and taking off the 
garments of the warriors, came back to his place. And the son of 
Virata then urged the four handsome steeds with flanks adorn- 
ed with golden armours. And those white steeds, urged on, 
took Arjuna away from the midst of the battle-field and be- 
yond the array of the infantry bearing standards in their hands. 
And Bhishma, beholding that best of men thus going away, 
struck him with arrows. And PSartha too, having slain Bhish- 
ma's steeds, piarced him with ten shafts. And abandoning 
Bhishma on the field of battle, having first slain his car-driver, 
Arjuna with a good-looking bow in hand, came out of that 
multitude of cars, like the sun emerging from the clouds. And 
Dhritarashtra's son, that foremost of heroes among the Kurus, 
recovering his senses, saw the son of Pritha standing like the 
lord of the celestials, alone on the battle-field. And he said 
in a hurry (unto Bhishma), — *How hath this one escaped from 
thee ? Do thou afflict him in such a way that he may not 
escape.' And at this, Cantanu's son, smiling, said unto him, 
—* Where had been this sense of thine, and where had been thy 
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prowess too, when thou hadst been in a state of unconsciousness^' 
renouncing thy arrows and handsome bow ? Yibhatsu is not 
addicted to the commission of atrocious deeds : nor is his soul 
inclined to sin. He renounceth not his principles even for the 
sake of the three worlds. It is for this only that all of u» 
have not been shdn in this battle ! O thou foremost of Eura 
heroes, go back to the city of the Eurus, and let P&rtha alsa 
go away, having conquered the kine* Do thou never foolishly 
throw away thy own good. Indeed, that which leadeth to one'a 
welfare ought to be accomplished.' " 

Yai^ampiyana continued. — " EEaving listened to the word9 
of the grandsire that tended to his own welfare, the wrathful 
king Duryodhana, no longer eager for battle, drew a deep 
sigh and became silent And reflecting that the adyice o£ 
Bhishma was beneficial and seeing that the Arjv/na'&te incress^ 
ing in ferocity, the other warriors also, desirous of jMroteotingf 
Duryodhana, resolved to retunu And beholding those fore-^ 
most of Euru heroes departing for their city, Dhananjaya the 
son of Pritha, with a cheerful heart followed them for a whiles 
desirous of addressing and worshipping them.* And having wor<» 
shipped the aged grandsire — ^the son of Cftntanu, as also the pre* 
eeptor Drona, and having saluted with beautiful arrows Drona's 
son and Eripa and other venerable ones among the Eurus^ 
the son of Prithi broke into firagmaits Duiyodhana's crown 
decked with precious gems, with one oth^ arrow* And hav^ 
ing saluted all the venerable and Inrave warriors thus, he filled 
the three worlds with the twang of the Ochidiva, And sud- 
denly blowing his conch called Devadoftta, the hero pierced the 
hearts of all his foes. And having humbled the hostile host, 
he looked resplendent on his car de<&ed with a handsome flag* 
And beholding the Eurus depart, Eiritin icheerftilly said unto 
Matsya's son, — ^*Tum back thy steeds : thy kine have been 
recovered : the foe is going away and do thou also return to 

* A material difference of reading is observable here. Some edi- 
tions read avashyamano-anunayam muhurtamvdcho-avravU sampdrihrity^ 
hhuyas. The Burdwan Pandits read dvdahamdnO'anuydyau muhurtam 
sampujayanstatra Eurupravirdn. The latter seems to be preferable, 
although the former would not be unintelligible.^ T. 
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thy city with a cheerful heart 1' And the celestials also, 
having witnessed that most wonderful encounter between Fal- 
guna and the Kurus, were highly delighted, and went to their 
respective abodes, reflecting upon Fartha's feats. " 

Thus ends the sixty-fifth Section in the Qo-harana of the 
Virilta Farva. 



Section LXVI. 
(Oo'harcma Parva continued.) 

Yai^ampayana said, — ^'Having vanquished the Eurus in 
]>attle, that one with eyes like those of a bull brought back 
that profuse wealth of Virata. And while the Dhartarash- 
trans, after their rout, were going away, a large number of 
Euru-soldiers issuing out of the deep forest appeared with slow 
steps before Fi^rtha, their hearts afflicted with fear. And they 
stood before him with joined palms and with hair dishevelled. 
And fSEttigued with hunger and thirst, arrived in a foreign land, 
insensible with terror, and confused in mind, they all bowed, 
down unto the son of Frith& and said, — *We are thy slaves .'"♦ 

"Arjuna said, — 'Welcome, blessed be ye ! Go ye away ! 
Ye have no cause of fear. I will not take the lives of them 
that are afflicted ! Ye have my assurance of protection !' " 

yai9ampayana continued. — ^''Hearing these words of assur- 
ance, the assembled warriors greeted him with benedictions 
in praise of his achievements and &me and wishing him long 
life. And the Euravas were unable to confront Arjuna while 
after routing the foe he proceeded towards the city of Virata, 
like an elephant with rent templea And having routed the 
whole army of the Eurus like a violent wind scattering the 
clouds, that slayer of foes, Fartha, regardfuUy addressing the 
prince of Matsya, said, — 'It is known to thee alone, O child, 
that the sons of Fritha are all living with thy father! Do 
not eulogise them upon entering thy city, for then the king 

* Literally,»*'What are we to do ?" The stereotyped expression, 
liowever, means — *<we await thy commands," or **we are thy slaves.' 
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of the Matflyas may hide himself in fear.* On the other hand» 
entering thy city, do thou proclaim in the presence of thy 
fistther that the deed is thy own, saying, — By me kath the 
anrmy of the Kwtue been vanqvtUhei wad by me have the 
kvne been recovered from the foe F 

'^Uttara said, — The feat thou hast achieved is beyond my 
power ! I do not possess the ability to achieve it ! I shall 
not, however, O Savyasichin, diBcover thee to my fistther, as 
long as thou wilt not tell me to do it !' "* 

Yai^amp&yana continued — ^''EEaving vanquished the hostile 
army and wr^ted the whole of that wealth from the Euros, 
Jishnu returned again to the c^netery and having approached 
the same Cami tree stood there with body mangled by the 
arrows of the enemy. Then that terrible monkey blazing 
like fire ascended into the sky with those other oreatures in 
the flag-staS And the illusion created (by l^^wakarman) 
melted away and Uttara's own banner bearing the device of 
a lion was set up on the car again. And haying replaced the 
arrows and quivers of those foremost of the Euru princes, 
and also that other wei^n the (Oomdiva) which enhances tiie 
fierceness of a battle, the illustrious prince oi Matsya set out 
for the city with a glad heart, having Eiritin as his diarioteer. 
And having achieved an exceedingly mighty feat and slain 
the foe, Pirtha also, that slayer of foes, binding his hair into a 
braid as before, took the reins from Uttara's hands. And that 
illustrious hero entered the city of Virata, with a cheerful 
heart, rehabilitating himself as Yrihannali the car-driver of 
Uttara." 

Yaifamp&yana continued. — ^'*When all the Euravas, utterly 
routed and vanquished, set out in a dejected mood for Has* 
tinapura, Falguna, on his way back, addressed Uttara, say- 
ing, — ^'O prince, hero of mighty arms, seeing the kine escort- 
ed in advance of us by the cowherds, we shall enter Yirita's 
metropolis in the afternoon, having tended the steeds with 
drink and a bath. Let the cowherds, despatched by thee, 

* The word used in all the teste is Pram^et^ literally *'loat" The 
sense, however, seems to be that of "hiding*' or, «*ooncealing."— r. 
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ispeedily repair to the city with the good hews and proclaim 
thy victory !' " 

Yaifampayana continued. — ^'^ Agreeably to Arjuna's words, 
Uttara speedily ordered the messeaoigers, saying, — 'Go ye and 
proclaim the king's victory ! The foe hath been routed, and the 
kine have been recovered i' And the Matsya and the Bharata 
princes having thuB consulted together, re-approached the 
same garni tree. And gratified with the victory they had won, 
and arrived at the foot (9f the fcmU tree, they wore on their 
personis and took up on their <juf the ornaments and robes 
they had lefb there. And hairing vanquished the whole hostile 
Army and recovered the whole of the wealth frcHn the Kurus, 
the heroic son of Yirat^ returned to the city mth Vrihannali 
as his car-driver/' 

Thus ends the sixty-sixth Section in the Go-Jiarana of the 
Virita Parva. 



Section LXVn, 

( Qo-hc^aTia Parva contiwvbedL ) 

Vaigampftyana said.-— ''Having G^f^eedUy recovered his wealth, 

Virirta Qwnmg a larg« am^ entered his city with a cheerful 

heart, $iecompanied hy the four Pandavas.* And having 

vanquished the Trigarta^ in battle and recovered all the kine, 

^that mighty monarch, along with the mna of Pritha, looked 

4%splendent and biased forth in beauty. And as the brave 

king, that enhancer of the joys of friends, was seated on 

Ills throne, aH hi$ subjeots heaAedby the BrS^hman^^ood 

^fore hksa.f And worshipped by them, ^e king of the 

iliatsyas, ii/b the head of his army, saluted the Br&hmanas and 

ius subjects in xetum and disnussed them cheerfully. And 

Virata, <^ king of the Matsyas-ocwning a larg-e army, enquired 

I ' ' II 

* In some editions dkanancha vaku jittodgu for dhananchdpi viji- 

twdgu. The hitter is more melodious. The diflference of meaning is 

iiardly of fikuoli eonsequenee. — T, 

t Some editions add a line here that looks like an interpolation. It 

is UpdLicmchakrire mm mbhapmrthmU parttaUap^ and means— "all the 

brave warriors along with the Farthas began to adoie him."— 7*. 

[22] 
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after Uttara, saying,— -'Where hath Uttara gone ? And the 
women and the maidens of the palace and the other female 
living in the inner apartments, joyfully* said unto him, 
— 'Our kine having been seized by the Kurus, Bhuminjaya 
incensed at this and from excess of bravery hath issued forth 
alone, with only Yrihannala as his second, for vanquishing 
the six mighty car-warriors, Bhishma the son of Cintanu, and 
Kripa, and Kama, and Dniyodhana, and Drona, and Drona's son 
who have all come with the Euro army !f ' " 

Vai^ampiyana continued. — *' Then king Virata, hearing 
that his brave son had gone forth with only one car and with 
Yrihannali as his car-driver, became filled with grief, and 
addres^g his chief counsellors, said, — ^"Without doubt, the 
Eauravas and other lords of earth, learning the defeat of the 
Trigartas, will never keep their ground Therefore, let those 
of my warriors that have not been wounded by the TrigoHas go 
out, accompanied by a mighty force, for the protection of 
Uttara !' And saying this, the king speedily despatched, for 
the sake of his son, horses and elephants and cars and a large 
number of foot-soldiers, accoutred and decked with various 
kinds of weapons and ornament& And it was thus that Virilta 
the king of the Matsyas owning a large army, quietly (ordered 
out a large division consisting of four kinds of troops. And 
having done this, he said, — 'Learn ye, without loss of time, 
whether the prince liveth still or not ! I myself thmk that he 
who hath got a person of the neater sex for his car-driver is 
not alive r" 

Yaisampiyana continued. — ''Then king Yudhishthira the 
just smilingly said unto the afflicted king YiAta, — ^'If, O 
monarch, Yrihannali hatk been his charioteer, the foe will 
never be able to take away thy kine today ! Protected by that 
charioteer, thy son will be able to vanquish in battle all the 
lords of earth allied with the Kuros, indeed, even the gods and 
the Asuras and the Siddhas and the Takahas together !' " 

* In some texts taUarvam for Mon^riahtds, I have adopted the 
latter reading. — T. 

t For nirydtcu PrUhivinjagw some texts read nf^OfOf Prithivipatft 
The latter reading is evidently incorrect.— 7*. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



VIRATA PARVAi. l?! 

Vaigampiyana continued. — " Meanwhile, the swift-footed 
messengers despatched by^ Uttara, having reached Virata's 
city, gave tidings of the victory. And the minister-in-chief 
then informed the king of everything, viz, the great victory 
that had been won, the defeat of the Kunus, and the expected 
arrival of Uttara. And he said, — 'All the kine have been 
brought back, the Eurus have been defeated, and Uttara, that 
slayer of foes> is well with his car-driver.' Then Yudhishthira 
said, — ^'By good luck it is that the kine have been recovered 
and the Eurus routed. I do not, however, regard it strange 
that thy son should have vanquished the Eurus,. for his 
vict<My i» assured that hath Vrihannala. f<^ his eharioteer !' " 

YsAqmaplysLaa, continued* — '* Hearing of the victory of his 
son possessed of immeasurable might, king Virita became 
80 glad that the bristles of his body stood erect. And havv- 
ing made {^resents of raiments unto the messengers, he ordered 
his ministers, saying, — 'Be the highways decorated with flags, 
and let all the gods and goddesses be worshipped with flowery 
offerings. And let princes and brave warriors, and musicians 
and harlots decked in ornaments, march out to receive my son:! 
And let the bellman, speedily riding, an intoxicated elephant, 
proclaim my victory at places^ wher^ four roads meet. And let 
Uttara, too, in gorgeous* attire aaid surrounded by virgins and 
chauiiters of eulogiesj* go forth to receive my son !' " 

Vai^amparyana continued. — -''Having listened to these words 
of the king, all the citiaans with auspicious things in hand, 
and many amongst them with cymbals and trumpets and 
eonchs, and beautifUI women attired in gorgeous robes, and 
reciters of suaspicioufi and sacred hymns, accompanied by 
eaicomiasts and minstrels, and drummers said other kinds of 
muscians issued forth from.the city of the mighty Virata to 
welcome Uttaea of immeasurable prowess ! And having des- 
patched troops and maidens and courtezans decked in orna- 
ments, the wise king of the Matsyas cheerfully said these 

* Some texts re9,i\ kumdribhirvanhibhU SLad some kumdribkirvahvibhis. 
The true reading, I apprehend, is KwmdribhirvandibHU which I have 
adopted,— r. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



17t MASASBJAkfAj 

words: — '0 Sairi/ndhrif fetch the dice! Ahd, Eanka, let 
the play commence !* The son of Fbidn replied, saying, — *We 
have heard it said that one whose heart n filled with joy 
should not play with a cunning gambler. I do not, therefofei 
dure gamble with thee that art so transported with joy i I 
am ever desirous of ddng what is (or thy good. Let the 
play, however, commence, if it pleases thee f 

''Yiitta said,— 'My female slaves and Une, my gold a&d 
whatsoever other wealth I have, nothing of all this shalt 
thou be able to protect today even if I do not gamble.* Eanka 
said in reply, — '0 monarch, O bestower d honors, what Imsi-^ 
ness hast thou with gambling which is attended with numer<* 
ous evils ? Gambling is firaught with many evils ; it should, 
therefore, be shunned. Thou mayst have seen or at least 
heard of Tudhisthira th^ son of Findu. He lost his extensive 
and prosperous kingdom and his god-like brothers at dice !* 
For this, I am averse to gambling. But if thou likest^ O 
king, I will play r* 

Vaigamp&yana continued. — ^''While the play was going oa« 
Matsya said unto the son of FSndu,— lio, the l^uravas that 
are so formidable have been vanquished in battle by my son f 
Upon this, the illustrious king Tudhisthira said, — ^^hy should 
not he conquer that hath Yrihannala for his charioteer ¥ 

" Thus addressed, king Matsya became angry and said Unto 
Pindu's son,->*'Thou wretch of a BriLhmana, dost thou ocmipare 
one of the neuter sex with my son ! Hast thou no biowledge 
«f what is proper and what improper for one to say ? Without 
doubt, thou di«*egM*dst me I Why should not my son vanquob 
all those with Bhishma and Drona as thesr leaders ? Brah^ 
mana, for friendship only I pardon thee this thy offence ! Tbxnt 
must not, however, say sd dg^ if thou wishest to live !' 

''Tudhisht^im said, — ^There where Bhishma and Drona and 
Drona's son and the son <A Vikartana and Eripa and king 
Duryodhana and other royal and mighty car^arriors are 
assembled, or there where Indra himself is surrounded by 



* The word rCtjyam is repeated in some texts in the beginning of thf 
second line. The correct reading is dyute,-^ T. 
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the Maruts, what other person than Vrihannala can fight, 
encountering them all) None hath beeti, none will be, his equal 
in strength of arms ! Indeed, it is Vrihannala only whose 
heart is filled with joy at sight of a terrible conflict ! It is he 
who had vanquished the celestials and the Aeuras and human 
beings fighting together ! With such a one for his ally, why 
(diould not thy son conquer the foe !' Virata said, — ^'Bepeatediy 
forbidden by me, thou dost not yet restrain thy tongue ! If 
liiere is none to punish, no one would practise virtue !' " 

Vai^amy&yana continued. — ^''Saying this, the king inflamed 
with anger forcibly struck Yudhisthira in the face with a die, 
and reproached him angrily, saying,—- 'Let it not occur again !' 
And having been violently struck, blood began to flow from 
his nose. But the son of Prithi held it in his hands before 
it fell on the ground. And the virtuous Yudbishthira then 
glanced at Draupadi who was standing by his side. Ever 
obedient to the wishes of her lord, the fieuiltless Draupadi^ 
understanding his meaning, and bringing a golden vessel 
filled with water, received the blood that floi^ed bom his nose* 
Meanwhile, Uttara, entertained with sweet perfumes of 
diverse kinds and decked with floral chaplets, slowly entered 
the city, received wil^ req)^t by the citizens, the women, and 
the people of the provihceis. And approaching the gate of 
palace be sent the news of his arrival to his &ther. And the 
port^ then, approaching the king, said, — ^'Thy son Uttara 
waiteth at the gate with Vrihannala as his companion !' And 
the Matsya king, with a cheerfol heart, said unto him,-^'Do 
thou usher both, as I am very imxious to see them V Theu 
Tudhishthira^ the king of the Kurus, gently whispered unto 
the eai*s of the warder,— 'Let Uttara enter alone ; Vrihannala 
must iot come in. Such is the vow of that hero of mighty 
arms that whoever causeth a wound on my person or sheddetb 
my blood except in battle, shall not live ! Inflamed with rage 
he will never bear patiently to see me Ueedingi but will slay 
Virata even now wii3x his counsellors and troops and steeds J " 

Thus ends the sixty-sieventh Section of the Go-haraua of the 
Virata Parva. 
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( Oo-harana Parva eofUinued. ) 

Vaifamp&Tmna said.—*' Then Bhuminjaya, the eldest soar 
of the king, entered, and having worshipped the feet of his 
fitther, approached Kanka. And he beheld Kanka covered with 
Uood, and seated on the ground at one end of the court, and 
waited upon by the Savrindkri. And seeing this, Uttara asked 
his fitther in a hurry, saying, — ^'By whom, O king, hath this one 
been struck ? By whom hath this sinful act been perpetrated V 

" Vir&ta said, — ^^Hiis crooked Brihmana hath been struck hy 
me. He deserveth even more than this. When I was praising 
thee, he praised that person of the third sex.' 

" Uttara said, — Thou hast, O king, committed an improper 
act ! Do thou speedily propitiate him so that the virulent poisoik 
of a Brthmana's curse may not consume thee to thy roots 1' 

yai9ami^yana continued. — ^"Having heard the words of 
Us son, y irita^ that enhancer of the limits of his kingdimi-, 
began to soothe Eunti's son, who was like unto a fire hid 
in ashes, for obtaining his forgivoiess. And unto the king 
desirous of obtaining his pardon the Findava replied, — 'O 
king, I have long ago forgiven it ! Anger I have none. Had 
this blood firom my nostrils fisJlen on the ground, then, with* 
out doubt, thou, O monarch, wouldst have been destroyed 
with thy kingdom ! I do not, however, blame thee, O king, 
for having struck an innocent perscm! For, O king, they 
that are powerful generally act with unreasoning severity !' " 

Yai^ampayana continued. — ^'^ When the bleeding had stopped; 
VrihannalE entered ( the council-room ) and having saluted 
both Vir&ta and Kanka, stood silent And the king, having 
appeased the chief of the Eurus, began to praise in Savya^ 
sachin's hearing, Uttara who had returned firom the battle. And 
the king said, — ^'O enhancer of the joys of Eekaya's princess,, 
in thee have I truly a son ! I never had nor shall have, a 
son that is equal to thee ! How, indeed, couldst thou, O child, 
encounter that Kama who leaveth not a single mark unhit 
amongst even a thousand that he may aim at all at once ! How 
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conldfirt thou, child, encounter that Bhishma who hath no 
^ual in the whole world of men ? How also couldst thou, 
O child, encounter Drona, that foremost of all wielders of 
weapons, that preceptor of the Vrishnis and the Eauravas 
twice-horn one who may be regarded as the preceptor of 
all the Kshatriyas ? How couldst thou meet in battle the cele-> 
brated Agwathaman ? How couldst thou, O child, encounter 
that Duryodhana, that prince who is capable of piercing 
ieven a mountain with his mighty arrows ? My foes have all 
been thrashed! A delicious breeze Beems to blow around 
me ! And since thou hast recovered in battle the whole of my 
wealth that had been seized by the Kurus, it seems that 
all those mighty warriors were struck with panic. Without 
doubt, thou, O bull amongst men, hast routed the foe and 
snatched away from them my wealth of kine, like his prey 
from a tiger.' " 

Thus ends the sixty-eighth Section in the Go-harana of the 
Vinlta Parva. 



Section LXIX. 
( QO'harana Parva contvaued. ) 

'"Uttara said, — 'The kine have not been recovered by me, 
nor have the foe been vanquished by me ! All that hath been 
accomplished by the son of a deity. Capable of striking like 
a thunder-bolt, that youth of celestial origin, beholding me 
running away in fear, stopped me and himself mounted on 
my car. It was by him that the kine have been recovered 
and the Eauravas vanquished ! The deed, O father, is that 
hero's and not mine ! It was he that repulsed with arrows 
Kripa and Drona, and Drona's son of powerful energy,^ and the 

* Many texts most erroneously read shadrathdn for viryavdn. The 
Burdwan Pandits adopt the latter reading. That the first is incorrect 
may be seen from the fact that Kripa, Drona, Drona's son, Kama, and 
Bhishma make five and not six. If Duryodhana in the next line be 
included to make up the number, the grammar would be faulty. Then 
again these very texts read Duryodhanam Vikarnancka &c., thus making 
the urxmbtv sev€n,^T» 
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Sida'a son and Bhiahma. That mighty hero then q^ke unto 
the affirighted prince Duryodhana* who was ronning away like 
the leader of a h^ of elephants, these w<ml& — ^'O {Hrinoe of 
the Euro race, I do not see that tiion art safe by any means 
even at Hastinftpuia ! Protect thy life by putting forth thy 
might! Thou shalt not escape me by flight I Th^efore^ 
make up thy mind for fight ! If victorious, the sovereignty 
of the earth will be thine, <»r, if slain, h€»ven itself will 
be Uune!' Thus addressed, king Duryodhana-*-that tiger 
among meuj — oghing on his car like a snake turned back^ 
surrounded by his oounselliMrs, and showering arrows endued 
with Uie qpeed and force of thunderbolts. Beholding all \3aia^ 
venerable sire, my thighs began to quake. Then tiiat celes« 
tial youth pierced with his arrows the Kuru army oonaiating 
of leonine warriors. And having pierced and fUBSicted thati 
crowd of cars, that youth, stout as the lion, laughed at ihem 
and robbed them of their clothes and attires. Indeed, die six 
great car-warriors of the Eurus were vanquished by that hero 
alone, even like herds of animals jranging in the forest by a 
single tiger in rage.' 

''Yir&ta said, — 'Where is that mighty-armed and feunous 
youth of celestial origin, — ^that hero who recovered in battle 
my wealth that had been soused by the Eurus 7 I aspi noxious 
to behold and worship Uiat mighty wanrior of celestitU origii^ 
who hath saved thee and my kine also !' 

**Uttara xeplied, — 'That mighty scm of a deity disappeared 
there and then. I think, however, that he will show himselC 
either to-morrow or the day after !' " 

Yai^ampayaoa continued.^-"* Yiritta, that owner of a lap:g# 
army, remained ignorant of the son of Pandu who was thusi 
described unto him by Uttara, and who was living in th^ 
pidaee in disguise. And permitted by the high-souled Virata^ 
Partha presented with his own hands the garments he had 
brought, unto Yir&ta's daughter. And the beautiful Uttari, 

* The reading Duryodhanam Vikamancha &.C. is erroneoiuu The 
Butdwan Pandits read very correctly Dwyodhanancha tamare do. I 
have adopted the latter reading. — T, 
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obtaining those new and costly clothes of diverse kinds, be- 
came highly glad, along with the son of the Matsya king." 

Thus ends the sixty-ninth Section in the Qo-harana of 
Virata Parva. 



Section LXX. 
( VaAvdMka Parva. ) 

Tai^ampayana said.-— ''Then, on the third day, attired in 
white robes after a bath, and decked in ornaments of all kinds, 
those great car-wamors, the five F&ndava brothers, having 
accomplished their vow, and with Tudhishthira at their head, 
looked resplendent as they entered the palace-gate like five 
intoxicated elephants. And having entered the council-hall 
of Vir&ta, they took their seats on the thrones reserved for 
kings, and shone brilliantly like fires on the sacrificial altar. 
And after the Pandavas had taken their seats, Virata, that 
lord of earth, came there for holding his council and discharg- 
ing other royal offices. And beholding the illustrious Pandavas 
blazing like fires, the king reflected for a moment. And then, 
filled with wrath, the Matsya king spoke unto Kanka seated 
there like a celestial and looking like the lord of the celestials 
surrounded by the Maruts. And he said, — *A player at dice, 
thou wert employed by me as a courtier ! How couldst thou 
occupy the royal seat, thus attired in handsome robes and 
ornaments f " 

Vai9ami^yana continued.— ^''Hearing these words of Virat&, 
O king, and desirous of jesting with him, Arjuna smilingly 
said in reply,— **This person, O king, deserveth to occupy the 
same seat with Indra himself ! Devoted to the Brahmanas, 
acquainted with the Vedaa, indifferent to luxury and carnal 
enjoyments, habitually performing sacrifices, steady in vows, 
this one, indeed, is the very embodiment of virtue ! The fore- 
most of all persons endued with energy and superior to every 
body on earth in intelligence, devoted to asceticism, he is 
conversant with various weapons. No other person among the 
mobile and immobile creatures of the tiiree worlds possesseth 
or will ever possess such knowledge of weapons. And there ur 
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none even amongst the gods, or Asv/raa, or men, or Rakahasag, 
or Oarhdharvaa, or Taksha chiefs, or KiamaraS'^^r mighty 
Uragas, who is like him ! Endued with great f<»resight and 
energy, beloved by the citizens and inhabitants of the pro- 
vinces, he is the mightiest of ear-warriors amongst the sons of 
P&ndu. A performer of sacrifices, devoted to morality, and of 
subdued passions, like unto a great Riahi, this royal sage is 
celebrated over all the worlds ! Possessed of great strength 
and great intelligence, able, and truthful, he hath all his senses 
under complete control. Equal unto Indra in wealth and 
Kuvera in hoarding, he is the protector of the worlds like 
unto Mcmw himself of mighty prowess ! Endued with great 
might, he is even such ! Kind unto all creatures he is no other 
thw the bull of the Euru race, king Tudhishthira the just! 
The achievements of this king resemble the 'sun himself of 
blazing effulgence. And his fame hath travelled in all direc« 
tions like the rays of that luminary. And like the rays follow* 
ing the risen sun of blazing effulgence^ ten thousand swift 
elephants followed him, O king, when he dwelt among the 
Eurus ! And, O king, thirty thousand cars decked in gold and 
drawn by the best steeds, also used to follow him then ! And 
full eight hundred bards adorned with ear-rings set with 
shining gems, and accompanied by minstrels, recited his praises 
in those days, like the Riahia adoring Indra ! And, O king, tha 
Euravas and other lords of earth always waited upon him like 
slaves, as the celestials upon Euvera! This eminent king, 
resembling the bright-rayed sun, made all lords of earth pay- 
tribute unto him like persons of the agricultural class.* And 
eighty-eight thousands of high-souled Sndtakas depended for 
their subsistence upon this king practising excellent vows.*f- 



* The liQ« beginning with Vai^&niva <^c. is read variously. Th^ 
reading I have adopted is Mahdbhdgo vivodwiiniva ra^imdn. The 
Bordwan text reads for these words Mahdrd^o vivagdn twava^napi. If 
the latter reading be adopted, the meaning would be,—" this great 
king made all the lords of earth, weak or strong, pay cfcc, &c. "—7. 

t Some texts read swihctriiavratas for sueharUavratam, If the former 
be adopted, it would qualify StiJ9mm.^T^ 
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This illustrious lord protected the aged and the helpless, the 
maimed and the blind, as his sons. And he ruled over his 
subjects virtuously. Steady in morality and self-control, capable 
of restraining his anger, bountiful, devoted to the Bnlhmanas, 
and truthfiil, this one is the son of Pindu ! The prosperity 
and prowess of this one afflict king Suyodhana with his follow- 
ers including Kama and Suvala's son. And, O lord of men, 
the virtues of this one are incapable of being enumerated ! 
This son of F&ndu is devoted to morality and always abstains 
from injury ! Possessed of such attributes, doth not this bull 
among kings, this son of PSndu, deserve, O monarch, to occupy 
a royal seat f *' 

Thus ends the seventieth Section in the Vaivahika of the 
Virita Parva. 



Section LXXL 
(Vaivahika Parva continued.) 

"Virata said, — 'If this one, indeed, be the Kuru king 
Yudhisthira the son of Eunti, which amongst these is his 
brother Arjuna, and which, the mighty Bhima ? Which of 
these is Nakula, and which Sahadeva, and where is the cele- 
brated Draupadi t After their defeat at dice, the sons of 
Pritha have not been heard of by any one !' ** 

"Arjuna said, — 'Even this one, O king, who is called Val- 
lava and is thy cook, is that Bhima of mighty arms and terrible 
prowess and furious impetus. It was he who slew the furious 
Rakshaaas on the mountains of Oandlmmadana and procured 
for Krishna celestial flowers of great fragrance. Even he is 
that Oandharva, who slew the Eichakas of wicked soul, and 
it was he who killed tigers and bears and boars in the inner 
apartments Of thy palace. He who had been the keeper of thy 
horse is that slayer of foes c^led Nakula, and this one is Saha- 
deva, the keeper of thy kine ! Both these sons dT M&dri are 
great car- warriors. Possessed c^ great fame and beauty of 
person, these two bulls of the Bharata race, attired in hand- 
some robes and decked in excellent ornaments, are a match 
for a thousand great car-warriors! And even this lady of 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



180 KABABBABATJi 

eyes like lotas petals and slender waist and sweet smiles 10: 
Drupada's daughter, thy wife's SairvndhH, for whose sake, 
O king, the Kichakas were slain ! I am, O king, Aijuna who, 
it is evident thou hast heard, is that scm of Prithi, who is 
Bhima's junior and the senior of the twins ! We have, O king, 
happily passed in thy abode the period of non-disoovery, like 
infants in the womb !' " 

Vaifampijrana continued— ''After Arjuna had pointed out 
those heroes — ^the five Pftndavas, the son of Vir&ta then spoke 
of Arjuna's prowess. And Uttara once again identified the 
sons of Pritha. And the prince said, — ^^That one whose com* 
plexion is bright like that of pure gold, who is stout like a full* 
grown lion, whose nose is so prominent, whose eyes are large 
and expansive, and whose bee is broad and of coppery hue, 
is the king of the Eurus t And behold, that one whose tread 

is like that of an infuriate elephant, whose complexion is 
like that of heated gold, whose shoulders are broad and expand* 
ed, and whose arms are long and thick, is Yrikodara ! And 
he who stands by his side, that youth of darkish hue, who is 
like unto a leader of a herd of elephants, whose shoulders 
are broad like those of a lion, whose tread is like that of 
a mighty elephant, and whose eyes are large and expansive 
like lotus-leaves, is Arjuna^ that foremost of bowmen ! And 
lo, close to the king, are those foremost of men, the twins, 
like unto Vishnu and Indra, and who have no equals, in the 
world of men, in beauty, might, and behaviour ! And close 
by them, behold, standeth Krishna^ beautiful as gold, like 
unto the very embodiment of light, possessing the complexion 
of the blue lotus, like unto a celestial damsel, and resembling 
the liviftg embodiment of Lakshmi herself!' " 

Yaigampapana continued — "Then Yimta's son began to 
describe the prowess of Aijuna, saying, — ^'Even this one is he 
that slew the foe, like unto a lion devastating a flock of 
deer ! Even he ranged through crowds of hostile cars, slaying 
th^ir best of car-warriors ! By him was slain a huge, infuriate, 
elephant by means of a single arrow ! Pierced by him, that 
huge beast having its flanks adorned with an armour of gold, 
fell down piercing the earth with his tusks ! By him have the 
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kine been recovered and the Kauravas vanquished in battle! 
My ears have been deafened by the blare of his conch ! It was 
by this hero of fierce deeds that Bhishma and Drona, along 
with Duryodhana, were vanquished. That achievement is his, 
and not mine !' "* 

Yai9ampayana continued. — " Hearing these words of his, 
the mighty king of the Matsyas, considering himself guilty 
of having offended Yudhishthira, said unto Uttara in reply, — 
*I think the time hath come for me to propitiate the sou of 
Pandu. And, if thou likest, I shall bestow my daughter 
Uttanl upon Arjuna !' 

" Uttara said, — 'Worthy of our adorations and worship and 
reject, the time hath come for worshipping the illustrious sons 
of Pandu who deserve to be worshipped by us T 

" Virata said, — ^'When brought under the foe's subjection 
in battle, it was Bhimasena that rescued me ! My kine also 
have been recovered by Aijuna ! It is through the might of 
their arms that we have obtained victory in battle ! Such 
being the case, all of us, with our counsellors, shall propitiate 
Yudhishthira the son of Kunti ! Blessed be thou, with all thy 
brothers, O bull among the sons of Pandu ! If, O king, we have 
ever said or done anything in ignorance to offend thee, it 
behoveth thee to forgive us ! The son of Pandu is virtuous T " 

VaiQampayana continued. — "Then the high-souled Virata, 
delighted greatly, approached king Yudhishthira and made an 
alliance with him, and offered him bis whole kingdom to^ 
gether with the sceptre and treasury and metropolis. And 
addressing all the Pandavas, and especially Dhananjaya, the 
mighty king of the Matsyas repeatedly said, — 'By good luck 
it is that I see you 1' And having again and agsdn embraced 
Yudhishthira and Bhima and the sons of M§dri, and smelt 
their heads, Virata, that owner of a large army, was not 
satiated with gazing at them. And being highly pleased, he 
said unto king Yudhishthira, — 'By good luck it is that I see 

* The Bard wan Pandits ezclade this sloha although it bears all the 
marks of genuineness. Without it, the speech of Uttara would be 
incomplete.— 7". 
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you safe from woods ! By good luck it is that ye have accom- 
plished with difficulty the period of exile, undiscovered by 
those wicked wights t I make over my entire kingdom to 
the sons of Prithi, and what else I have. Let the sons of 
Pandu accept these without the slightest hesitation! And 
let Dhananjaya, called also Savyas&chin, accept the hand o£ 
Uttara ; {or that best of men is fit to be her lord 1' Thus 
addressed, king Yudhishtbira tibe just cast a look upon Dhan- 
anjaya the son of Prithi. And looked at by his broths, 
Arjuna said unto the Ifatsya king, — 'O monarch, I accept thy 
daughter as my daughter-in-law ! An alliance <^ this kind 
between the Hatsyas and the Bharatas is, indeed, desirable !' " 
Thus ends the seventy-first Section in the Yaivahika of the 
Yir&taParva. 



Section LXXIL 
("Vaivdhika Parva continued.) 

"VirSta said, — *Why, O best among the Pindavas, dost 
thou not wish to accept as wife this my daughter that I bes« 
tow upon thee ¥ 

*' Aijuna said, — ^'Residing iti thy inner appartments, I had 
occasion always to behold thy daughter, and she too, alone or 
in company, trusted me as her father. Well versed in singing 
and dancing, I was liked and regarded by her, and, indeed, 
thy daughter always regardeth me as her protector ! O king, 
t lived for one whole year with her though she had attained 
the age of puberty ! Under these circumstances, thyself (»r 
other txk&timBiy, not without reason, entertain suspicions 
against her' or toe ! Therefore, O king, myself who am pure, 
and have my senses under control, beg of thee, O monarch, thy 
daughtefir £i>r my daughter-in-law ! Thus do I attest her purity I 
There is no ditfeirence between a daughter-in-law and a 
daughter, as also between a son and one's own Belf. By adopts 
ing this course, therefore, her purity will be proved. I son 
afraid of slanderous and false accusations ! I accept, therefore, 
O king, thy daughter Uttara for my daughter-in-law ! Sur- 
passing all in knowledge of weapons, resembling a celestial 
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youth in beauty, my son, the mighty-armed Abhimanyu, is tho 
favorite nephew of Vasudeva the wielder of the discus ! He, O 
king, is fit to be thy son-in-law and the husband of thy daughter T 

« Virata said,~'It behoveth th^ best of the Kuru, Dhanan- 
jaya the son of Kiinti, who is so virtuous and wise, to say this J 
O son of Pritha, do thou carry out what thou thinkest should 
be done after this ! He that hath Arjuna for the father oi 
his son-in-law, hath all his desires gratified T " 

Vai§ampayana continued.— ^-"The monarch having said this, 
Yudhishthira the son of Kunti gave his assent to what was 
thus agreed upon between the Matsya king and Arjuna. And 
O Bharata, the son of Kunti sent invitations to Vasudeva and 
to all bis friends and relatives, and Virata also did the same^ 
And then, after the expiry of the thirteenth year, the five 
Pandavas took up their abode in one of Viritta's towns called 
Upapla'i>ya. And Vibhatsu, the son of Pandu, brought over 
Abhimanyu and Jan&rddana, and also many people of the 
Da9S*rha race firom the Inarta country. And the king of Ka^i, 
and also Saivya, being very firiendly to Tudhisthira, arrived 
there, each accompanied by loi AkshavMni of troops. And tha 
mighty Tagnasena also, with the heroic sons of Draupadi and 
the unvanquished Gikhandi, and that foremost of all wielder 
of weapons, the invincible Dhri^tadyumna came there with 
anoth^ AhsTumhini oi troops. And all the kings that came 
were not only lords of AhahmiMnieQ, but p^ormers of sacri-* 
fices with gifts in profusion to Br&hmanas, converssuoft with the^ 
Vedasy endued with heroism, and ready to die in battle ! And 
beholding them arrived, that foremost of virtuous men, the 
king of the Matsyas, ad<»red them duly, »id entertained their 
troops and servants and carriers of burdens. And he was 
highly pleased to bestow his daughter upon Abhimanyu« And 
after the kings had come there firom different parts of the coun-* 
try, there came Vasudeva decked in floral garlands, and Halay^* 
udha, and Eritavannan the son of Hridika, and Yuyudhana the 
fion of Satyaka, and Anadhristi and Akrura, and Camva^ and 
Ni^tha. And these repressers of foes came there bringmg 
with them Abhimanyu and his mother. And Inckasena and 
otherS; having lived, at Dwarika for one whole year, cama^ 
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there, bringing with them the well-adorned cars of the P&n^- 
davas. And there came also ten thousand elephants and ten 
thousand cars, and hundred millions of horse and hundred 
billions of foot soldiers, and innumerable Vrishni and Andhaka 
and Bhoja warriors of great energy, in the train of that tiger 
among the Vrishnis, Y&sudeva of great effulgence. And Krishna 
gave unto each of the illustrious sons of P&ndu numerous female 
slaves, and gems and robes. And then the nuptial festival set 
in between the families of the Hateya king and the Pindavas. 
And then conchs and cymbals and horns and drums and other 
musical instruments, appointed by the P&ndavas, began to play 
in the palace of Virata. And deer of various kinds and clean 
ani mal s by hundreds were slain. And wines of various kinds 
and intoxicating juices of trees were profusely collected. And 
mimes and bards and encomiasts and ministrels, versed in sing^ 
ing and legendary lore, waited upon the kings, and chaunted 
their praises and genealogies. And the matrons of the Materyas 
of i^mmetrical bodies and limbs, and wearing ear-rings of pearis 
and gems, headed by Sudeshna, came to tibe place where the 
marriage knot was to be tied. And amongst those beautiful 
females of fiEur complexions and excellent ornaments, Krishna 
was the foremost in beauty and £Bune and splendour. And they 
all came there, leading forth the princess Uttari decked in every 
ornament and resembling the daughter of the great Indra him- 
selfl And then Dhananjaya the son of Kunti accepted Vidlta's 
daughter of fisbultless limbs on behalf of his son by Subhadrft. 
And that great king, Tudhishthira the son of Kunti, who 
stood there like Indra, also accepted her as his daughter-in-law. 
And having accepted her, the son of Frith&, with Jan&rddana 
before him, caused the nuptial ceremonies to be performed (d 
the illustrious son of Subhadra. And Virata then gave him 
(as dowry) seven thousand steeds endued with the speed of the 
wind and two hundred elephants of the best kind and much 
wealth also. And duly pouring libations of clarified butter on 
the blazing fire, and paid homage unto the twice-born ones, 
Virata offered to the P&ndavas his kingdom, army, treasury, 
and his own self. And after the marriage bad taken place, 
Yudbishthira the son Qt Pluuma gc^Ye awt^y u&to the Srahm^ 
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anas all the wealth that had been brought by Krishna of 
unfading glory. And he also gave away thousands of kine, 
and diverse kinds of robes, and various excellent ornaments, 
and vehicles, and beds, and delicious viands of various kinds, 
and cordial drinks of diverse species. And the king also 
made gifts of land unto the Brihmanas with due rites, and 
also cattle by thousands. And he also gave away thousands 
of steeds and much gold and much wealth of other kinds, unto 
persons of all ages. And, O bull of the Bharata race, the 
"city of the Matsya king, thronged with men cheerful and 
well-fed, shone brightly like a great festival !'' 

Thus ends the seventy*second Section in the Yaivahika of 
the ViriltaParva. 



FINiS VIRATA PARVA. 
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Thb Makabra&ata.— We htve to tcknowledj^ with tban^ Uie first 
iiuUlment of the Vtrata Parva, the fourth book of the Mahabharata, o£ 
which three books jiav^ vbfen. i^r^Mj poblirtied in English by that 
indefatigable Calcntta gentleman, Baboo Protap Chandra Boy. The 
task which that gentlenum has set helbve' .him, and which he has parti* 
ally accomplished, is as noble as it is stupendous, and we are glad to 
find that the people, the princes, and the QoTemment of India have not 
hitherto been slow in giving iuQi aM aitd encsuragement. We hare from 
time to time recorded with pleasure donations, private and Govemmen- . 
tal, which have been given in1tfd*^the publication in English of our 
^;reat national epic, the most acceptable of them having been a hand* ; 
some sum fro^i the Nbam of Hyderabad* Bat it is>evfc(ent that if the 
publication of the book is to be continued, further support must be 
given to the publisher, and hope we shall not appeal in vain to the liber- 
ality of our eountrym^^ ^r such- support It wou^ be^ ^i black, national 
misfortune if the work has to be given up for want of funds. — The Indian 
^Chronicle, Jvly fee, 1886. 



Thb Trakslatiok of thb Mahabharata, published for almost 
-gratuitous circulation by an Sast India Society, the Datavya Bharata 
Xdryalaya, has now reached its twentieth number, each number hold- 
ing about 72 pages in octavo. The motive genius of the undertaking 
is Protap Chandra Roy, whose wonderful enthusiasm in translating 
that epic poem of the third century before Christ from Sanserit into 
English prose is not deterred by 1^ ^enormous extent of the original. 
The Iliad and Odyssey contain together about 30,000 verses, but the 
Mahabharata consists of 220,000 lines spread over eighteen Parvas or 
^visions:; and in addition to that -th^pe is a supplement, called the 
Harivansa, of 16,374 slokas or distichs (couplets), more in fact than the 
two great Homeric poems put to|j;eth^. When this prodigious amount 
'• of translation is finished, Mr. Protap intends te publish in the same 
manner the Bam&yana.^ilmmcan Aktiqttarian, May, 1886. 
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^Bi& MAHABiiSiTA OF KrishnA-DWAiPAYAna Vyasa • Translated 
into English Prose. Published by Protap Chandra Hot ; Bharata Press, 
Calcutta. 

The last instalment that has been issued of this extremely useful 
work is Part XXII., carrying us down to the commencement of Section 
^5 of the Vana Parva, The translation has now attracted much favour^ 
phle notice by the Press, both in this country and in Europe ; and it is 
Inmost impossible to say top.piuch in support of an undertaking which, 
{n addition to making the content? of this interesting Epic available to 
Atudents.unacqua^xted with Sanskrit, is of |ihe greatest practical use te 
Sanskrit scholars also, who, unable to find ^ime to. search the original 
t^^t, for passages that they require to look up, have now a quickly pro- 
greiiaing meanfi of ready reference being provided for them. The under 
^ipg is one that involves a very heavy expenditfire on the supporters 
of it, tlie J>atayya $harat» Kary^aya, or Society for the Presentation 
of the Bharajba ; since, like all its other works, this translation is 
distributed almost entirely gratvB^ and it is therefore a pleasure to notei 
irom thie Qover of Part XXL, that such munificent pecuniary support 
hae recently beeu given by His Highness the Nizam^ H.H[. the Mahar&ja 
3ai):iy?ar of B^oda, &. H. the Maha|:$ja Holkar, and their Highness 
the MsJiar&jas of Faridkote^ Jeypore, I>har, and JRewah. With such 
examples afi these before them, we may confidently hope that the work 
ia in no chance .of languishing from want of reicognition by the leading 
Native representatives of the country, whose ancient legtodary history 
is thus being made so praotieally available for the researches of general 
readers all over the .world. And we are glad to take this opportunity 
el recommending the general work of the Sodety to the support of 
patrons of literature in Europe and other countries. — The Indian Antir 
quar% Jv^y 1886. 



MAHABHABATA, — traduction du Sanskrit en anglais par Protap 
Chandra BoY.-^L'auteur a compl^t^ la traduction des parties Adki 
BcLbha et Fana,-et commence la Virata^ dont nous avons re^u ie premier 
fascicule. II adress de nouveau un pressant appel k Tlnde pour aider le 
Datavyd Bharata Karyalaya dans Poeuvre gigantesque qu'il a entreprii 
|>our faire revire I'antique litt^rature indienne eu en traduisant les 
ceuvres dans la langue moderne de Pempire indien-Panglais, et la mettre 
ainsi d la port^e de tons. Mais il a besoin d'etre aid^ ; aux lib^ralit^a 
clesprinces indiens, du Vlceroi, des divers gouvernement de Tlnde, dea 
amis de I'lnde, il fait encore appel pour continuer foeuvre commenc^e 
et si bien conduite juqu*k ce jour, II faut esp^rer que cet appel sera 
"entendu, et que le babou Protap Chandra Roy pourra mettre la derni^re 
main \ I'ceavre auquel son nom est intim^ment li^.— X^ Petit Bengali^ 2 
Aoutt 1886, 
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THE MAHABH4iATA. 

Thi BmLtsH TRAtTBLAttdW of thfii diicldnfc l^)ikHt lep{6, %\mA 
which W6 hare beeti from IJltte to ' titee Wl4titfg in thes^d d6lutifh&, li 
'prog^esking apae«, thanks to the «fltirfAg ^^idtgy of tta ^i^lbdillie^, Itir; 
ProUp Chandra Boj <tf Galeotfa. ftiift i^flklttohl n^ fdr we t^gai4 
ma eminent any indiiridttid Wbb wdrka miti6^slhUy Hril9i kU hiis migfht lot 
the benefit of humanity in the diflletllt fidd of* HtefitcUfe, UmA been 
nbk to cOmpiette the first Uluree PaiVas or Bok^s 6f We Bfadrkta, ieaid 
the part before lis (the S4) cdtitafkut the tiiiniilatlon df th^ fii^^t 28 
sections of the 4th Farva« viz, the FthiiPet. Readers of the BhiiktA 
need not be told that the Ist or the Jlc^ Pim^ tod l^i^ ihird ortlie 
Tana Paittfa are the tongeet of tJie lb books of wM6h 1li% gignatle 
poeni consists. Mr. Protap Chandra Bojr liaCs, thenrfore, g6t thiongh 
nearly a thhrd of the whole work, aited we congHitnldte '^f^ tipbn hH 
sncosBs thns far, as well as npon t^e ei^e^ttee of tAe i&«nslainoii 
he hAs been able to present to his readeri. !6ut )^. Frodkp C9iandra 
Eojr sadly needs liiore fands, to enable hin^tO OottipKete the woA Ik haa 
nnderti^en, notwithstanding that sunn omonntifig to Ww 16^600 hava 
been tip to date granted by the different Local CtoremmentB in India 
as well as by ^e 8«sretary of State, and hahdkon» contribntlona httvo 
been likewise received from sereral vatiye pirinces and chiefs. It is not 
an easy thing even for a man of princely wealth to nndet^ake the 
translation and pnblioatidn oif a ¥aat» aiicient, clatoical woric l&e tbe 
Mahabharata. Bneh teing the calM^ a private indiridaal '. tike Mr. 
Protap Chandra most tail utterly in his self-imposed tUJt if he is not 
assisted liberally far and wide by prince and peasant, by his own coun- 
trymen as well as by enlightened foreigners* We, therefore^ lift np our 
feeble voice and call npon one and ail ol our readers of every rank ta 
strengthen Mr. Protap Chandra Bo/s; hands by sending SQme peeu* 
niary contribution in proportion to their means to his address as 3ecre« 
tary, Datavya J^karata Karyalaya^ at No. 367, Upper Chitpere Boad^ 
Calcutta. We conclude with quoting the following from his ^'Appeal to 
India on the Beacue of Ancient Indian Literature &C|" so thM^ Mr.. 
Protap Chandra may speak to our readers in his own words on the work 
l^e has done and is doing : — ♦ • ♦ y^ 

Peopy* Friend^ Batwrday Evening^ . July Sl^ 1836, 
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Oar beloTAd countryman) 

TTe, the students of the Senior B. A. class, Central College, have 
iraiscd snbscriptious among ourselves (as mentioned below). 

We have sent yon today the amount of Ss 10 in the form of a 
money order in the name of our class-mate, T. M. Bamiah. We beg yott, 
to be kind enough to accept it as our humble help towards the cost 
of your patriotic undertaking i, e, the English translation you are 
publishing of the noblest of our national Epics, the Mahahharata of 
Tyasa. Fiom the bottom of our hearts we pray to God to enable you to 
succeed in your sacred task. 

} We are 

Yours faithfully 
the Students of the Senior B. A. class, 
Central College, Bangalore. 

fis. Am, 
Dasanna 1 ^ 



Mr. 
ft 

u 

M 



L. Jaya Rao «* 

N. V. Narasinha Iyengar 
IL, SrinivasaEao *^ 

T. Bamaswamy Iyengar** 
Buggappiah S. H. 
Iff. Lakshmana Sastry 
M. C. NununndaBao 
M. KegavaBao 
Ahobala Bharti 
BalajiBao 
Yenkatesa Iyengar 
C. M. Yijaya Baghara Char S 
N. T. Oq>ala Iyengar *< 2 
N. B. Yenkata Bao ** 1 
Thatiia Iyengar ^ 4 

Babu Protap Chandra Boy, &.c. 
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6 

8 

4 
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4 
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2 

2 



Rs. Ans. 
Mr. C. Chokkannah 1 «♦ 

** B. N. Nanjundlah *< 8. 
** K. Anantha Iyengar •* 8 * 
« B. Subba Bao •♦8 

«* P. T. Krlshnaswamy Naidu 4 



** M. S. Bama Chariar 

^ S. Seetha Bamiah 

^ M. Ke^viah 

*« M. KristnaBao 

^ D. Bhu^angaBao 

** C. SrinivasaBao 

^ N. SLristna Iyengar 

** Srinivasa Char 

" Yenkatesiah 

** D. Saka Bam Bao 

^ T. Bamiah 



The above letter will speak for itself. I have accepted the dona* 
tiottmost thankfully. I admire the feeling that prompted it While en- 
gaged in bringing out the second edition of the Bengalee MahdhMraia 
(the first of the series for gratuitous distribution), I issued an appeal 
for pecuniary aid. That appeal was answered, and promptly answered, by 
even some of the ladies of Bengal. The sums I received were never large, 
the circumstances <rf the donors not being very favorable. But these 
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small don&tiond mh i6 m mh enfi^nfft^ne thftn the larger cdm 
firibations I received. Altogether they amoanted to a very respectable 
snm, and bnt for them I conld never have completed what I ^had be* 
gan. The power of small subscriptions in a country like India is very 
great I have on several occasions experienced it in connection with 
my enterprise. 

Although I have thanked the students of the Central Cc^lege, Banga* 
lore, while acknowledging their contribution^ I repeat those thanks pub* 
licly. The entire costs of two such editions of the English translation of the 
MahdhhdrcUa may be got together if the example set by these students 
of Bangalore be followed generally by my countrymen. Nay, the funds 
necessary for giving stability to the Bhdrata KArydiaya itself and make 
it a permanent instrument for diffusing the treasures U. old Aryan 
thought, may easily be 'raised in India only by such a method, and 
nobody feel the poorer for it. 

PBOTAP OTANDR A ROY. 



The departure of the Hon'ble C. P. Ilberi from these shores has been 
definitely announced, and although every native of India is rejoiced at the 
thought of the prospects that await Hr. Ilbert in the land of his birth, 
for he leaves the Law-membership of the Viceregal Council for the office 
of Junior Parliamentary Counsel, yet there is nothing bnt sadness and 
sorrow in every native heart at the thought of the severance of India^ 
connection with a person of his stamp. In him India loses a true friend, 
an official of broad sympathies, an able lawyer, a thorough gentleman 
whose influence was distinctly felt in society, and above all, an Engs- 
lishman of the noblest type. Great, however, as the loss is to India, 
that to this poor Institution is still greater, for in him the Karyalaya 
loses one of its kindest patrons. While passing his days in England 
amid the smiling faces of friends and relatives and amid the pleasant 
associations of earlier years, may he still continue to take an interest 
ii^ the affairs of this poor country I The native papers have truly given 
voice to the national sentiment in desiring to do something for perpeta- 
ating his memory in this country. India would be ungrateful if she 
did otherwise. 

P. C. ROY. 
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Part XXVn. 
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From the Ainerica'^1 Bookseller, New Tort, • 

• Aitgust 15th, 1886. 

"We have rtceiTed from Mr. Wm. Emroette Coleman, a copy of an 
Appeal issued by Babu Boy, a learned Indian scholar, to obtain f anda 
for an issue of a faithful English translation of the Mahdhhdrata^ the 
great Sanskrit epic. The Babu is an enthusiast in regard to this great 
religious work ; he has already issued a prose translation in Bengali, 
and finally resolved to establish a permanent society for distributing 
gratuitously the great works of ancient India. This society has distri- 
buted nearly 18,000 copies of the Bengali version. Encouraged by this 
success, the Babu now is anxioua to publish an English version, of 
which a number of copies will be sold to deserving students at 25 
Bupees a copy, and also to raise a fund to make the society for diffusion 
of Indian literature as permanent as the Bible societies. It must not be 
for a moment supposed that this scheme has anything to do with the 
nonsense which the Olcotts and Blavatskys call Buddhism, esoteric or 
exoteric, nor even with Buddhism in its truer aspect, as in Thi Light 
of Asia. The Mahdhkdrata represents the thoughts of men who extir- 
pated Buddhism from the peninsula, and reflects the philosophy an d 
morality of the ^Iden days of India. ** The time will come, " writes 
Max Muller, 'Vhen every educated native will be as proud of the 
Mahdbhdrata as the Greeks are of Homer J* The circular issued by the 
Babu is well worth reading, and will be a revelation to many of the 
extent to which the great Indian poems are printed and gratuitously 
•circulated by the princes and chiefs of India.'' 



From the Riligio-Philosophical Journal, Chicago, 
Illinois, August Slst, 1886. 



It is believed that nothing approximating a complete translation of 
the Makabhdrata exists in any European language, except the defective 
French version of M. Fauche ; the importance, therefore, of a faithful 
English translation of this great epic can scarcely be over-estimated. 
As the native Hindus — princes, scholars, and people — have contributed 
fio liberally in aid of the accomplishment of the gigantic task of publi* 
Bhing— mostly for gratuitous distribution — an English version of their 
greatest epic, it has been deemed not unlikely that the Orientalists of 
America and Europe would gladly avail themselves of the opportunity 
of rendering, to their Aryan brethren in India, such measure of 
assistance as may be in their power, in furtherance of the magnum opus 
which they have so zealously undertaken.'' 
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VIJA7A. 

Another year has passed oyer our heads, and with it a year of onf 
life. The mighty Goddess Do<Mrg& came and hath gone^ gladdening for 
a while every Hindu home in the country. The day of the God^esaP 
departure was, in pursuance of time-honored custom, availed of by heff 
worshippers for exchanging friendly greetings and loving embraces. It 
was, as usual, the day for burying the animosities of the year. Hindus 
ourselves, we avail of this opportunity to give the compliments of the 
season to the patrons, friends, admirers, and well-wishers of the Edryd^ 
laya, expressing our gratitude to those that befriended the institution 
and took an interest in its labors. Since we o£Eered our last Vijayd 
greetings, two of the reigning princes of India have passed away. Indiar 
still mourns the loss of both Holkar and Scindiah. Both of them ha<| 
won great fame by their administrative abilities, and it is only to be 
hoped that their successors will try to imitate their virtues. Thougbi 
however, there is still sorrow in the country, it is not without a mixture 
of joy so far as Bengal at least is concerned'. The nomination of Sir 
Steuart Bayley to the gv4dee of Belvedere has given satisfaction to all 
Bengal. The Goddess Doorga having gone ba^k in a palanqueen instead, 
of on horse or elephant, the land *'has burst into earlier flowBrs," pro- 
mising a double harvest. May peace and contentment reign in the 
country during the administration of the Lieutenant-Governor elect as 
much as during that of him who is to succeed ! May he earn the esteem 
and affection of his people, and may Sir Eivers Thomson also, after 
be quits these shores, enjoy amid happy faces in his native land that 
rest and peace which he has richly earned ! Whatever the differences 
of opinion about merits of his rule, he has been uniformly kind to 
this institution. 

The last yetr has been to some extent a propitious one for the JT^r^a- 
lay a. It has added more names to its list of patrons. It has seen the 
completion of the Bengali translation of the Bhdgavat Great progress 
has been made in the English and the Bengali translations of the Mahd* 

. hhdrata^ and in the publication also of the original Sanskrit text. The 

Sanskrit Rdmayana also was completed towards the early part of the 

< year. Our prayer to the Goddess Maham^ya is that she may continue 

, to bless the Kdryalaya ! May victory and joy, through the grace. 

, of the victory-and- joy-giving consort of Civa, ever attend on Her 

|. Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress of India ! May the Goddess grant 

Her Majesty health and years to complete a reign which promises to be 

. the longest in the annals of the British Empire and which is destined to 

stand unique in the pages of history as one of love and peace, joy and 

\ happiness ! May her revered name be a household word in every part 

of her vast Empire, associated with everything that is noble and righte- 
ous ! May success always attend the noble statesman who now presides 
over the destinies of this country ! May the Goddess vouchsafe peace 
and happiness unto the different provincial Governors of the realm J 
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May tli6 adorable Calii ^ni ihfi^itiritH and chief« 6f India anir^ 
and wisdom to carry bn the goyemment of thair reapeqtiye atat^s to the 
happiness of their 'subjects \ May the chiefs of Ihdore andGwalior, 
Baroda and Hyderabad, Mysore and I'rarancore, Jeypore and tJlwar, 
I>har and Bewa, and aH others who hare befriended the Kdrydlaya^ 
be themselres happy in the happiness of their subjects t May the 
€k)ddesB shower her choicest blessings on the eminent ja«an^« in different 
parts of the world who have taken an interest in my work, — on Dr. 
Boat, the learned Librarian, of the India Office who is kindness' self to 
me and my poor labors,^ on Professor Max Mailer who first encouraged 
me to take up the English translation of the JfaAo&Adrato,— on Mr. W. 
S. Coleman, Professor Jacobi, Professor Lanman, and others, ftll of whom 
have befriended me in many ways ! May the Mieurquis and Marchion* 
ess of Bipon, who have endeared themselyes to the people of this 
country, liye in peace and happiness I May the accomplished lady 
Miss Mary Scott, who has been more than a mother to me in offering 
me sympathy amid my difficulties, receive the blessings of mother 
I>oorg& ! May those noblemen of England who have evinced an in« 
terest in my work, take still greater interest in it, and in all matters 
of Indian administration I May the various €k>vernment officials in 
India, such as our illustrious finance Minister Sir Auckland Colvin, Sir 
Charles Aitchison who after winning the heartfelt gratitude of a whole 
nation committed to his care succeeds Sir Steuart Bayl^y in the Supreme 
Council, Gkneral the Hon'ble Chesney, and others, who have always lent 
such hearty support to the Kd,ryd^ya^ continue to earn even greater 
distinctions by their unwearied attention to the weal of the people of 
this land 1 May the landed gentry of Bengal work in harmony among 
themselves for the amelioration of their own condition and that of their 
tenantry at large ! May the Incarnation of Cahti — ^givethem the ins- 
piration and opportunity to strive for securing the well-being of their 
country t May the Goddess stimnlate them to noble deeds ! May the 
blessed Bhagavati inspire the Press of India, — Native and English— to 
which my obligations are due, with noble sentiments, impartial views, 
and catholic ideas ! And last, though not least, may the supreme 
Goddess vouchsafe health and means, peace and prosperity, joy and 
happiness, to the two hnnd^red and fifty millions of India's inhabitants, 
and may these remain faithful to the benign rule of Her Majesty the 
Queen-Empress ! These are my prayers to the Goddess, and with these 
words I beg to offer my sincere greetings to my patrons and the public 
for the manifold marks of kindness I have received at their hands ! 

PROTAP CHANDRA ROY. 
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